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THE NEW AND OLD IN MEDICINE. 


NE of the largest and oldest of the Chicago drug 
stores recently recorded the 1,000,o00th prescription 
put up at its dispensing counter, and a Chicago daily 
newspaper noted the event by the publication of an article 
on the changes in the method of prescribing that have 
taken place within a comparatively few years. Taking 
up the subject after the classical method a search was 
made for prescription No. 1, which had been fortunately 
preserved in the great fire. This prescription was put up 
in 1847, and the contrast between it and prescription No. 
1,000,000 was deemed sharp enough for reproduction, and 
appropriate comment. That the comment was more fan- 
ciful than appropriate was, perhaps, no fault of the enter- 
prising pharmacist. A good newspaper story had to be 
written, and the reporter’s imagination no doubt got the 
best of him. But, more of this later, prescription No. 1 
reads: 

Poplar bark, Bayberry bark, American Valerian, 
Scullcap and Cranesbill and Cinnamon of each 1 oz. ; Gol- 
den Seal, Prickly Ash berries of each % oz. Boil in 3 
pints water, slowly evaporating to 1 pint and a half. 
When cold add % pint of No. 6 made as follows: Myrrh, 
¥% oz.; capsicum, I dr.; best 4th proof brandy ¥% pint, in 
which dissolve by gentle heat crushed sugar 114 pounds 
avoirdupois. Strain and add spirits Camphor and Pep- 
permint essence of each quantity sufficient (to flavor). 
D. S.—Tablespoonful every hour until relieved. 


The 1,000,00th reads: ae | 


Ungt. Hydrarg. Lanolini 2; D. T. D. VIII. in cap- 
suli flex. D.S.—Use one by inunction twice daily, as di- 
rected. 


We are told that the first prescription was put up at 
a time when cholera scares were frequent, while No. 
1,000,000 will be recognized as a modern idea in the mer- 
curial treatment of syphilis. In pointing the contrast be- 
tween the two prescriptions the newspaper man uninten- 
tionally furnished amusing reading to pharmaceutical 
readers, delivering himself as he did of the following sa- 
pient utterance: 

The fact that this medicine was put up in flexible cap- 
sules, was tasteless, easy to swallow, and capable of dis- 
solving easily and quickly in the stomach could not have 
been dreamed of at the time prescription No. 1 was writ- 
ten. That so few concentrated drugs would be embodied 
into a prescription, too, would not have been in keeping 
with the spirit of allopathy in the days when Dr. Major 
evolved his cholera syrup. 

Some interesting work in contrasting the conditions 
of pharmaceutical dispensing in the early days of the past 
century with those that prevailed in the period distin- 
guished as fin de siécle has been done by the Committee 
on Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, but concrete examples such 
as those quoted above have not been given, and an inter- 
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esting exhibit might be presented, we think, if Mr. 
Hynson would bring together some early examples of 
polypharmaceutical mixtures and contrast them with the 
monopharmacy practice of the present day. Such an ex- 
hibit would possess more than a passing interest for the 
pharmacist; it would have some value for the pharma- 
ceutical historian. 





THE SEASON OF MEETINGS. 


gegen season of pharmaceutical meetings is fairly upon 

us. A majority of the State organizations through- 
out the country have held their annual meetings and their 
deliberations are now part of the history of the trade, 
perpetuated both in the news columns of the drug jour- 
nals and in the published proceedings of the various as- 
sociations. The national associations have yet to meet, 
but the month of October will see the last gathering of 
this kind for the present year. 

The American Pharmaceutical Association will cel- 
ebrate its forty-ninth annual convention at St. Louis in 
the third week of September, and not for a long time in 
its history has so much interest been taken in an ap- 
proaching meeting. This revival of interest is attributed 
to several causes. For one thing there is evident on 
many sides a tendency to reaction from the extreme of 
commercialism, which has distinguished organization 
work during the last few years, and the members of the 
association seem determined to direct the attention of the 
craft more to professional matters without, however, at 
the same time sacrificing too much to the interest of 
science. 

Among the attractions of the forthcoming meeting 
will be an exhibit of pharmaceutical apparatus, products, 
etc., under the direction of such men as Prof. Joseph P. 
Remington, of Philadelphia; Thomas P. Cook, of New 
York, and Henry M. Whelpley and Thomas Layton, of 
St. Louis. The leading manufacturers of drugs, chem- 
icals, pharmaceutical preparations and druggists’ sun- 
dries throughout the country have signified their inten- 
tion of exhibiting, and this feature of the meeting seems 
to be an assured success. There will be the usual num- 
ber of papers on practical pharmacy, and the new Com- 
mittee on Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing is ex- 
pected to furnish a report of unusual value and interest ; 
while pharmacists who find their chief pleasure in these 
meetings in the cultivation of the social side will not be 
disappointed, for the druggists of St. Louis are putting 
forth special efforts for the entertainment of visitors. 

Closely following on the meeting of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association comes the annual conven- 
tion of the National Association of Retail Druggists, 
which takes place at Buffalo, October 10, 11 and 12. This 
meeting will, it is believed, be the most important event 
in the history of the N. A. R. D., as recent developments 
indicate that independent and decisive action is about to 
be taken for the maintenance of the principles on which 
this association was founded. 

The National Wholesale Druggists’ Association meets 
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at Old Point Comfort, Va., the week following the N. A. 
R. D. meeting (October 14-18), and questions of great 
importance both to the retail and jobbing trade of the 
country are expected to come up for discussion and pos- 
sible solution ; perhaps the most important of these being 
the redemption of stamp taxes, though the operation of 
the tripartite agreement and the attitude of the retail 
trade toward the sale of proprietaries will doubtless claim 
an equal share of attention. 





THE SYNONYM FOR ZINC OXIDE. 


WRITER in the Stein-Vogeler Drug Review, of 
Cincinnati, joins issue with Prof. H. V. Arny in 
the latter’s account of the origin of the synonym nihilum 
album for zinc oxide. Our readers will remember that 
in the interesting paper on Legends of the Chemicals 
which Professor Arny contributed to the AMERICAN 
Drucaist for July 8, the correct origin of this term was 
traced to the similarity of the sublimed zinc oxide to the 
white of untrodden snow from which it was called ninx 
album (white snow). Through corruption this name 
became changed to nichts album, and later some writer 
more desirous of pure Latin than of historical accuracy 
changed the name to mihilum album. Professor Arny’s 
critic asserts without, however, quoting any authority for 
the statement that “ white nothing ” was the original it- 
self, and the matter is mentioned here merely as evidence 
of the interest that has been taken in Professor Arny’s 
story of the oddities of chemical nomenclature. 





A Correction. 


In the formula of elixir of heroin, which is printed on 
page 37 of our issue for July 22, the quantity of brandy is 
incorrectly given as half a drachm, whereas half an ounce, 
or four drachms, is the correct quantity. 








Warm Words of Appreciation. 

In remitting for my subscription to the AMERICAN DRuUGGIST 
I cannot refrain from speaking a word of encouragement to 
you in appreciation of the quality and general excellence of 
the journal. You seem to know what the “ business ” druggist 
needs; there is no question but that any live man can get 
valuable aid from the AMERICAN DRUvGGIST. 

I wish especially to commend the advertising or Business 
Building Department. I have always been happy in the 
thought that I knew how to advertise, yet when I read Mr. 
Manning’s articles I feel somewhat like the modern philos- 
opher who got hold of some of Plato’s works, and after 
= them, said: “ That fellow has got hold of most of my 
ideas.” 

I read nearly every word of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST as it is 
issued every two weeks—have done so for several years, and 
I can say without hesitation that my business and bank ac- 
count are the better for doing so. 

Yours very truly, JOHN R. THOMPSON, Pu.G. 

Allegheny, Pa., August 13, 1901. 





Will Continue to Take it as Long as He is in the 
Drug Business. 

Inclosed please find five dollars, which I would be pleased 
to be credited with on my subscription to the AMERICAN DrvuG- 
aist. Thanking you for your courtesy and assuring you that 
I am much pleased with your paper, and that I will continue 
to take the same as long as I am in the retail drug business, 
I remain, Very truly yours, 

W. W. Kendall. 

Superior, Neb. 
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The Pharmacy of the Binghamton, N. Y., State Hospital—Ar- 
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HE hospital pharmacy varies in size in different in- 
T stitutions from a crowded corner to a department 
of fairly liberal proportions, and in equipment, from the 
bottles, balances and simple apparatus needed for dis- 
pensing only ready-made preparations, to those furnish- 
ings which go to make up a 
fairly complete manufactur- 
ing and analytical department 
as well. 
















































CHARACTER OF THE SUPPLIES. 






The stock is, of course, 
lacking the patent medicines, 
cigars, toilet articles, and 
other fancy goods usually 
found in a retail drug store, 
but there is added an amount 
of surgical dressings and ap- 
pliances, diagnostic appara- 
tus and reagents, and other 

medical supplies which is, 
perhaps, larger than _ that 
usually carried by the trade. 
A quite general decrease in 
both the number and quan- 
tity of galenical preparations 
used has reduced the space 
necessary for storage very 
markedly during the last ten 
years, a decrease which has 
been only partially compen- 
sated for by the thousands 
of synthetic chemicals which 
have been offered the med- 
ical profession, for despite 
their various compositions, uniform properties, and hand- 
some appearance, nearly all of these may be thrown into 
a half dozen physiological groups, in each of which a 
few compounds combine the desirable qualities of the 
whole group. Indeed, one may wonder if the number 
of synthetic remedies in use will not decrease, rather than 
increase, if the commercial syntheses of compounds with 
a wider range of therapeutic uses is not soon accom- 
plished. This has been the history of the vast array of 
vegetable drugs introduced by the eclectic school and 
others, a few of the more valuable of which alone re- 
main popular with medical men. 

Work in the hospital pharmacy has not, however, de- 
-reased in most places in. proportion to the lessened 
amount of drugs prescribed, for along with this has come 
a demand for an increased amount of clinical, micro- 
scopical and chemical work and a desire for assayed and 
standardized preparations, which in many places the 
apothecary is expected to look after. 























THE QUALITY OF HOSPITAL SUPPLIES. 





Goods are usually purchased by contract or on quota- 
tions from proposals sent out simultaneously to a number 
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of firms by the hospital. In any case the lowest bidder 
usually secures the order, and the danger of adultera- 
tion, sophistication, or the furnishing of old or low grade 
drugs, is consequently increased. One of the journals 
has recently quoted an order from a jobbing house which 
says: “ What we want is quantity, not quality. : 
We want the goods for a hospital.” In some cases the 
estimates for supplies are required from one to two 
months before the time for purchasing, thus requiring 
great powers of seeing into the future on the part of the 
apothecary. The value of the stock on hand usually 
varies between one and several thousand dollars, being 
mostly replaced as rapidly as needed, and the total ex- 
pense of a pharmacy varies mostly between two and 
twenty thousand dollars per year, depending upon 
whether the hospital is a small one, and, perhaps, treat- 
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ing special classes of patients only, or a large general 
hospital with an “ out-door”’ department or dispensary 
as well. The number of synthetic and other proprietary 
medicines used, as well as the number of galenicals man- 
ufactured, also have great influence upon the cost of the 
department. These manufactured preparations vary in 
number from such emulsions, syrups, wines and mixtures 
as are usually not made directly from the crude drugs, to 
all the extracts, fluid extracts, tinctures, compressed tab- 
lets, etc., used in the hospital. 


THE MANUFACTURING DEPARTMENT. 


The space set apart for manufacturing purposes is 
usually a somewhat out-of-the-way corner, but where a 
basement or cellar is available it may usually be converted 
into the most satisfactory manufacturing department, as 
the noise, dirt, fumes and bulky apparatus are out of the 
way of the dispensing department and yet within easy 
access. 

The room should be provided with low ledges of 
masonry or substantial tables on one side for supporting 
a tablet machine and large percolators, the smaller ones 
being best supported in a plank shelf provided with suita- 
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ble sized holes, which also serve for supporting funnels 
used in filtering operations. On another side may be 
placed the still for recovering alcohol and the evaporating 
kettles for making extracts, etc. Other desirable pieces 
of apparatus are a commodious drying oven for precipi- 
tates, tablet triturates, etc., a mixing machine for pre- 
paring emulsions of cod liver oil and which may be also 
used for other purposes, and where the operations are 
sufficiently extensive, one of the forms of pressure filters. 
The room should be supplied with sufficient light, water 
and steam. Where an electric current is available, it, too, 
may be frequently used to advantage. 


INGENIOUS MECHANICAL APPLIANCES. 


If the extent of the work done does not warrant the 
expense necessary for a suitable equipment, a little in- 
genuity on the part of the apothecary will often esult in 
the extemporization of apparatus, which will serve the 
purpose perfectly—e. g., a flat ten or twelve inch steam 
coil about two and one half feet from the floor, and con- 
nected with the main and exhaust steam lines by vertical 
pipes, may replace the expensive jacketed kettles, the 
vessels containing the liquids to be evaporated being 
raised up around the coil and supported in this position 
by a box placed underneath. Where the services of a 
mechanic are available, as they usually are in a large in- 
stitution, a very serviceable still for recovering alcohol 
may also be constructed from a ten or fifteen gallon milk- 
can by fitting it with a flat steam heating coil and broad 
gauge faucet for emptying at the bottom, and an exit pipe 
from the cap which connects, by means of a steam fit- 
ter’s “ pipe union,” with a condenser coil, which is made 
by bending nine or ten feet of half or three-quarter inch 
pipe spirally around a ten or twelve inch cylinder. This 
coil is adjusted in an open five-gallon keg, with the lower 
end protruding through a cork-fitted hole near the bot- 
tom. The keg is provided with inlet and exit holes, for 
the hose carrying the condensing water and the can cover 
is wound with a single layer of rubber packing and loaded 
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with a fifteen or twenty pound weight to prevent leakage. 
If the steam pipe be furnished with a cock and “ pipe 
union” at its junction with the heating coil, the entire 
still may be disconnected for cleaning or when not in 
use. 

ELECTRIC HEATERS. 


As the manufacturing room usually contains quanti- 
ties of alcohol and other inflammable materials, the leav- 
ing of a naked gas or gasoline flame unattended for any 
considerable time is seldom a safe thing to attempt, and 
in these cases, where the operation requires too small an 
amount of heat to warrant the use of a steam coil, one 
of the various forms of electric heaters will be found 
very serviceable. These may now be obtained having flat 
tops for heating flat bottomed vessels or a drying oven, 
and also in the form of immersion disks or coils for heat- 
ing liquids in various forms of containers, even the 
ordinary electric lamp on a portable cord has uses for 
furnishing a moderate amount of heat for small opera- 
tions which do not seem to have been appreciated by 
many pharmacists. The heating power is increased if 
the lamp be first painted with a paste of iron oxide and 
soluble glass, which, after drying, serves for converting 
the light into extra heat. A sixteen candle power lamp 
(110 volts % ampere), if introduced fairly tightly 
through the bottom of a six-inch tin can lined with as- 
bestos cloth for insulation, and having a hole cut through 
its cover for the reception of the vessels to be heated, will 
furnish sufficient heat to raise the temperature of two 
hundred and fifty cubic centimeters of water at ordinary 
temperature up to 60 degrees C. in one hour, if placed 
in a liter flask on top, or to 80 degrees if allowed to rest 
directly upon the lamp with the neck of the flask pro- 
truding through the hole in the can cover. 

USEFUL FOR EXTRACTION WITH ETHEREAL SOLVENTS. 

All the with 


continuous extraction operations 


ligroline, ether, benzene, chloroform, etc., are here per- 
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formed by using this clean, safe and convenient source 
of heat, it being also used to evaporate small quantities 
of liquid at a low temperature, to keep salve mixtures 
melted, and for heating a small 6 x & inch drying oven to 
70 or 75 degrees C., the lamp being inside the oven in the 
last case. 

Percolators, holding from five to one hundred pounds 
of moistened powders for extraction, are best constructed 
of stone-ware, tinned copper, tin, or galvanized iron, the 
last being by far the cheapest, but not suitable for all 
classes of drugs. The larger sizes are provided with flat 
bottoms and have the outlet cock at the bottom on one 
side. 

OTHER CONVENIENT DEVICES 


are a water vacuum pump, which may also be extempo- 
rized, and which with a suitable water head will reduce 
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the pressure in a small still sufficiently to allow of weak 
percolates being evaporated at a temperature of 70 or 
80 degrees C., thus furnishing a cheap substitute for a 
vacuum pan. A similar pump emptying into a cylinder 
having stop-cocked openings at the top and bottom may 
be used for furnishing a small air blast. In practice the 
lower cock is closed sufficiently to allow of the bubbles 
of air which are sucked in by the water injector, separat- 
ing from the water which is allowed to run out below, 
the air escaping by the upper cock, which is shut off 
sufficiently to keep a continuous pressure upon the sur- 
face of the water in the cylinder, and thus aid in its exit 
below. 
EXTENT OF MANUFACTURING. 


Tinctures and fluid extracts are made in quantities 
varying from five to one hundred pounds, and mixtures, 
elixirs, &c., in like amounts. Compressed tablets and 
tablet triturates are usually made in lots of from one 
hundred to several thousand at a time, but pills and near- 


PHARMACEUTICAI. RECORD. 105 
ly all chemicals are purchased ready-made more eco- 


nomically. 
ECONOMY IN HOME MANUFACTURE. 


The saving which results from home manufacture 
varies from ten per cent. of the total annual expense of 
the pharmacy to an amount equal to or exceeding the 
entire present cost of that department, depending upon 
the extent of the manufactures and also upon the number 
of synthetics and other proprietary medicines used in 
the hospital. 


STANDARDIZATION WORK. 


All fluid extracts, tinctures and wines made from 
alkaloidal drugs are here, and in a few other hospitals, 
standardized to contain a definite amount of active prin- 
ciple (in most cases total alkaloid), irrespective of the 


RooM OF THE BINGHAMTON HOSPITAL. 


amount of crude drugs required to produce this strength, 
which latter have their alkaloidal content determined by 
assays, the alkaloid being estimated both by weighing 
as crude alkaloid and by titrating with deci-normal 
sulphuric acid. 

Strophanthus, digitalis and some others are also 
standardized, the assay being also sometimes supple- 
mented by physiological experiments on rabbits, etc. 
None of these latter, however, are any attempt at a 
physiological assay. 


ALKALOIDAL STANDARDS. 


The standards of alkaloidal content for the crude 
drugs, which are used as a basis for standardizing the 
finished preparations, are such as have been in use here 
for several years, and will be retained until the Revision 
Committee of our coming pharmacopeeia provides others. 
In practice, however, the assay is really made on the 
percolate, which is then diluted or concentrated until 
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of the required strength. The alkaloidal ‘standards in 
use at the Binghamton State Hospital are as follows: 

ee ee Pe eee 0.50 % total alkaloid 

Belladonna leaves...........0.85 % total alkaloid 

Belladonna root............. 0.45 % 

SO ods S bi oe on.seu'e soe 5.00 % total, 2.5% quinine 

EE EE 0.50 % total . 

be ees 0.50 % 

Colchicum seed............. 0.50 % 

i "=e eae yy 0.50 % 

ee ee 0.35 7 

hoc sich add cbes swale 4.00 % total 

a rer 2.00 % hydrastine 

eS eS errr trees) sa 

SE OR 5 i's hve seca sen 1.50 % 

Opium j morphine 

Perr 0.35 % total 

Sanguinaria 

Stramonium seed........... 0.38 % 

Stramonium root............ 0.38 % 

Veratrum vWirhde. ........00. 1.00 % 

DE <G tks chon asses ehhh 2.00 % 

FIVORCVAMUS .... 260220080000 0.15 % 

Drug powders for which no method of assay is known 
or practicable are simply identified microscopically. 

ASSAYS AND TESTS EASY OF APPLICATION. 


These assays and tests when practiced may all be 
done in the pharmacy if it possesses one or two 100 or 
250 Cc. stoppered separators, a pair of burettes, some 
graduated flasks and a drying oven, in addition to the 
evaporating dishes, beakers, flasks and water baths com- 
monly found in the place, but in some cases they are 
looked after in a separate analytical department, where, 
in addition, are also made analyses of food stuffs and other 
economic materials purchased by the institutions, as well 
as of urine, stomach contents, blood, sputum, etc., for 
diagnostic purposes. These last two are, of course, only 
examined microscopically. This laboratory work may 
be done in connection with that of the pharmacy, or may 
be looked after by one of the medical staff, the pathol- 
ogist, who then utilizes his time by doing bacteriological 
and general pathological work as well. 

THE HOSPITAL DISPENSARY. 


The dispensing department, or, as it is commonly 
called, the dispensary, is usually a more or less crowded 
room, having all available wall space occupied by shelves 
and furnished with a window through which the medi- 
cines are passed to the nurses who wait outside. The 
prescription case is supplied with the mortars, graduates, 
pill-boards, suppository machine, etc., ordinarily found 
there, and in addition there may also be found a small 
tablet compressor for preparing a few tablets of an un- 
usual formula for prescriptions. Stock mixtures in 
great variety are usually kept on hand, the formularies 
of some hospitals containing several hundred of them, but 
the tendency is now toward the writing of individual 
prescriptions for individual cases, certainly a step in the 
right direction from a therapeutic standpoint. The pre- 
scriptions themselves are also becoming much more sim- 
ple than formerly, a desirable change from the apothe- 
caries’ standpoint when one considers their number, which 
varies from fifty to two hundred and fifty per day in a 
large hospital. In some places 

THE SO-CALLED “ SINGLE DOSE SYSTEM ” 
is in vogue. By this is meant the ordering of the pre 
scription in an amount corresponding to a single dose, 
followed by the directions: e. g. 
William Brown, Ward 27. 
RE Strych. Sulph. 0.001-t.i.d. 

This is sent in a small glass or porcelain cup bearing 
the patient’s name, three times each day until discon- 
tinued by the physician in charge, the cups containing all 
the various doses being carried through the wards by 
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the nurses in specially constructed trays and returned 
to the pharmacy in time to be refilled for the next dose. 


ADVANTAGES OF THE SINGLE DOSE SYSTEM. 

The advantages claimed for this system are insured 
safety of administration, greater economy of materials 
from the absence of unused mixtures, and certainty of the 
regularity with which they are administered. As will 
be readily seen, however, it consumes a great deal more 
of a dispenser’s time, and the advantages claimed for it 
are, perhaps, more imaginary than real. Prescriptions 
are usually written in ward prescription books, which 
are then brought to the pharmacy by the nurses, who 
wait at the window while they are being compounded. 
Most of the commonly used chemicals are kept in solu- 
tion, and active principles, such as alkaloids, in ten per 
cent. triturations, for rapid dispensing. Pills have been 
largely replaced by compressed tablets and_ tablet 
triturates, which can be manufactured at home, and cap- 
sules of commonly used mixtures are kept ready filled to 
save time when wanted. 

THE HOSPITAL APOTHECARY AND THE CITY PHARMACIST. 


The relations between the hospital apothecary and his 
little public are widely different from those existing be- 
tween the retail pharmacist and his patrons, for while it 
is the aim of the latter to dispose of as much stock as pos- 
sible on account of the concomitant added income, the 
former has his efficiency judged very largely by the econ- 
omy with which he maintains his department. He accord- 
ingly dispenses as a rule few or no materials for which he 
does not receive a written order signed by the proper 
officer, and counter prescribing is practically unheard of. 

Likewise between ideal types of the two men there 
will be an equally wide difference, for the professional 
and executive qualities which might insure one success in 
a retail drug store might leave him sadly lacking as the 
manager of a hospital pharmacy, and the reverse is also 
equally true. 

Besides the work in the pharmacy, the apothecary is 
frequently required to look after the equipment of the 
surgical operating room, the electrical and X-ray appa- 
ratus, and in some institutions a photograph gallery. 

THE SALARY OF A HOSPITAL PHARMACIST 

is, of course, variable. Most of the general hospitals of 
our larger cities pay from sixty to one hundred dollars 
per month. The New York State hospitals allow fifty 
dollars per month and maintenance, except where the 
apothecary is fortunate enough to receive extra pay for 
special services. The apothecaries of the hospitals con- 
nected with the prisons receive from sixty to seventy- 
five dollars. 

In some cases the apothecary of a hospital is some 
prospective medical student or other, who obtains the 
position in search of experience; but whether that be 
his object or not, he usually gets the experience, if 
nothing more. 





Honthin, a New Astringent.—Honthin, which has al- 
ready been mentioned in these columns, is a combination 
of tannin and albumin, analogous to tannalbin; but it is 
keratinized, and therefore has the advantage of being in- 
soluble in the stomach, and of being carried intact to the 
intestine, where it dissolves owing to the alkalinity of the 
medium. It occurs as a brownish-green powder, odorless, 
tasteless, insoluble in water, soluble in alcohol, and in al- 
kaline fluid. Reichelt employed it in diarrhoea of infants 
and in enteritis. The dose for children is from 25 to 50 
centigrammes, according to age, four or five times daily. 
In adults the dose is from 1 to 2 grammes. The drug is 
harmless, and does not produce nausea, vomiting, nor 
gastric pains —Wiener klin. Wochenschr., Sept. 6, 1900. 
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DRUG STANDARDS AND HOW TO ESTABLISH 
THEM. 


By A. R. L. DouMe, PH.D., BALTIMoRE, Mb. 
(Concluded from page 74). 
POMEGRANATE BARK. 


Our knowledge of this drug has increased in recent 
years, and although its value as a taenicide is believed 
to be second to that of malefern, still in my judgment the 
clinical and pharmacological data are as yet insufficient 
to justify us in deciding upon this subject. Tanret and 
others maintain that pomegranate bark is the more ef- 
ficient taenicide, while Dietrich and the German school 
rather favor malefern. Certain it is that we know more 
about granatum than we do about aspidium, for we not 
only know that the former contains four alkaloids, but 
also that but two of these are taenicides, and these two 
make up just about 50 per cent. of the total alkaloids of 
the drug, and besides we know the composition and con- 
stitution of these alkaloids, and have a method of assay. 
Tanret discovered the alkaloids Pelletierine, C,H,,NO; 
Isopelletierine, C,H,,NO; methylpelletierine, C,H,,NO, 
and pseudo-pelletierine, C,H,,NO, of which the former 
two are active and the latter two not. Tanret claimed 
that Pelletierine alone was active, but Ewers and also 
Piccinini have found that Isopelletierine is also a taeni- 
cide. Kunz-Krause states that the dried bark is not less 
efficient that the green or fresh bark, but that the bark of 
the root is richer in alkaloids, and hence preferable to the 
bark of the tree, which contains less alkaloids. He found 
the bark of the root to contain 0.3 to 0.6 per cent.,alkaloids 
for French bark, but from Java bark he obtained 1.15 to 
1.24 per cent. total alkaloids. The latest work by Ewers 
shows that the French root bark contains 0.5 to 0.7 per 
cent. total alkaloids, and also that the bark of the tree 


and of the root do not vary much in yield of alkaloids, . 


so that they can be used indiscriminately. What is of 
considerable importance, though, is the fact, discovered 
by Ewers, that pomegranate bark depreciates in content 
of alkaloids with age. Thus in a bark two years old the 
amount of alkaloids on the average was only 0.33 to 0.4 
per cent. Especially in powdered bark did the deprecia- 
tion occur rapidly, for only after two months standing 
a prime bark lost 19 per cent. of its alkaloids. We ob- 
serve here that Kunz-Krause and Ewers’ results as to the 
depreciation of the bark with age are at variance, and it 
will require further work to decide which is correct. As 
most of the bark that comes to this market is either Ger- 
man or French, it would seem that a proper standard 
for the drug would be 0.5 per cent. of total alkaloids, 
which would mean about 0.25 per cent. active alkaloids, 
since only about 50 per cent. of the alkaloids are active 
alkaloids. A method has been devised by Ewers to de- 
termine these active alkaloids separately from the inactive 
alkaloids, although this hardly seems necessary in view of 
the fact that experience has shown that the bark averages 
50 per cent. active and 50 per cent. inactive alkaloids. 


RHUBARB, 


This drug has never been standardized because of an 
uncertainty as to what was its active principle, and 
whether this was not made up of more than one substance. 
The Rhein of Hesse, Chrysophanic acid of Dragendorff, 
Rheumin of Hornemann, etc., rather made rhubarb an 
indefinite drug, and no one has endeavored to stand- 
- ardize’ it. When Tschirch, however, pointed out that 
chrysophanic acid and emodin were both constituents of 
the drug, and were both oxymethylanthraquinones, and 
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further that oxymethylanthraquinones were all substances 

that produced peristalsis, it became possible to devise a 

method of assay of the drug. Chrysophanic acid is di- 
JoAnn, 


oxymethylanthraquinone, CiiHs O:, and  emodin 


\(OH)»% 


is tri-oxymethylanthraquinone, C,,H. Os. Whether 


or not rhubarb contains other oxymethylanthra-qui- 
nones than these two has not been determined, but 
does not much affect our problem, as a method of assay 
that determines the total oxymethylanthraquinones will 
surely also include any that may not yet have been iso- 
lated. In my experience, the rhubarb root thus far ex- 
amined averages 1.25 per cent. total oxymethylanthra- 
quinones, and it would hence appear that pending further 
assays of various samples of the drug this might stand 
as the standard. Before it can, however, be established 
as a definite standard the method should be tried by vari- 
ous other chemists, and about twenty-five or more samples 
from different sections of China should be assayed to see 
what is the average content of sound prime rhubarb root. 
My method of assay is as follows, and the same method 
I apply also to Cascara Sagrada, Aloes, Buckthorn and 
Senna. 

Assay method for determining total oxymethylan- 
thraquinones: 10 grams of powdered drug are heated 
five times with each 100 Cc. alcoholic potash solution 
I per cent. for half an hour on a water bath. The combined 
alcoholic extracts are diluted to exactly 500 Cc. after being 
filtered, and 200 Cc. (equals 4 grams drug) are evapo- 
rated until all the alcohol has disappeared. Dissolve 
residue in water, pour into a separator, and add sufficient 
10 per cent. sulphuric acid to insure decided acid reaction, 
which will produce a precipitate. Then shake out with 
three portions of 25 Cc. each of ether. Combine the 
ethereal solutions in another separator, and shake out 
with ammonia water 2 per cent. several times. If emul- 
sions are formed, allow them to separate, which they will. 
All the oxymethylanthraquinones will be taken up by the 
ammonia water. Combine all the ammoniacal solutions, 
evaporate off the excess of ammonia, acidulate with HCl 
and filter, washing with acidulated water until the wash- 
ings no longer become colored red on adding ammonia. 
Extract the filtrate by shaking with several portions of 
ether (30, 20, 20 and 15 Cc.). Evaporate combined ether 
solutions in a tared flask to dryness at 80 degrees C. and 
weight. Weight found multiplied by 25 gives the per- 
centage of total oxymethylanthraquinones in the drug. 


STRAMONIUM LEAF AND SEED. 


These drugs are assayed just as Belladonna and 
Henbane are and the standard adopted is 0.35 per cent. 
total mydriatic alkaloids. I have found that the stems of 
Stramonium contain more alkaloids than the leaf or the 
seed, and it would seem that the entire herb of stramonium 
should be collected and used instead of the leaves alone. 
The seed ought never to have been introduced into the 
pharmacopeeia, and will, no doubt, be dropped therefrom 
in the next revision of 1900. 


STROPHANTHUS SEED. 


The pharmacopceia, 1890, specifies the variety of this 
drug known as Strophanthus Hispidus Decandolle, and 
all official preparations should hence use it. There is 
another variety that is largely used, although probably 
not as much so as the hispidus variety, and that is 
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Strophanthus Kombé. They both contain the same 
strophanthin, apparently, although, as a rule, the Kombé 
variety contains more strophanthin than the hispidus 
variety. The proper standard appears to be 0.75 per 
cent. strophanthin, since many specimens of hispidus con- 
tain only 0.5 per cent. stropanthin, while many specimens 
of Kombé run as high as I per cent. strophanthin. As 
hispidus sometimes runs as high as I per cent. strophan- 
thin and Kombé as low as 0.75 per cent. strophanthin, it 
would appear safest to make the standard 0.75 per cent. 
strophanthin, as this would about meet the conditions of 
any average marketed drug that produces the full effects 
of the drug in the usual present doses. Strophanthin is a 
glucoside and yields on saponification a sugar and a sub- 
stance, strophanthidin, which appears to be more poison- 
ous than strophanthin, although not producing exactly 
the same effect. 


VERATRUM VIRIDE. 


This drug plays but little rdle in medicine or phar- 
macy to-day, although it is quite a strong and active drug, 
and its active principle, veratrin, a very poisonous alka- 
loid. There are several closely allied drugs, and all of 
them resemble aconite more or less in their effect. There 
are Veratrum Sabadilla and Veratrum Viride, both of 
which contain the alkaloid veratrine (identical with 
eevadine). Veratrum Album contains the alkaloid 
protoveratrine, and all contain besides the alkaloids jer- 
vine, pseudojervine, rubijervine, etc. Protoveratrine is 
the most powerful by far, being almost as toxic as aco- 
nitine. For both veratrum viride and veratrum album 
the standard has been found to be 1 per cent. total alka- 
loids, although this is really no criterion of its therapeutic 
strength, since some of these associated alkaloids have 
but little and others no action upon the human economy. 
A proper standard would be the amount of veratrine and 
protoveratrine, but as no work has been done in the sep- 
aration of these alkaloids, we must remain at our tenta- 
tive standard of 1 per cent. total alkaloids until some kind 
research chemist helps us out of our trouble. 


WILD CHERRY BARK. 


While this is not generally considered a toxic drug, 
and is used in supposedly harmless cough syrups of all 
kinds, it contains hydrocyanic acid, and must hence be a 
more or less dangerous drug to use indiscriminately. 
Whether or not the hydrocyanic acid is responsible for 
all the therapeutic effects of wild cherry is, of course, an 
open question, as it contains a bitter resin which may pro- 
duce some of them. Be that as it may, wild cherry bark 
has always been judged and graded by the more or less 
extent of that bitter almond taste so characteristic of 
amygdalin. In the absence of further knowledge of what 
really produces all the effects of the drug, a hydrocyanic 
acid standard will certainly be a toxicity standard thereof, 
and more than likely a therapeutic standard as well. It 
has been found by experiments on specimens of wild 
cherry bark from various localities and gathered at vari- 
ous times of the year and from various parts of the tree, 
that 0.2 per cent. represents the percentage of hydro- 
eyanic acid that a wild cherry bark should contain in order 
to be fit for use in pharmacy. Much worthless bark is 
offered for sale, and in the absence of knowledge of how 
to assay it, is very likely used. The green thick bark 
from New York State proved to the author to be the rich- 
est in hydrocyanic acid by his method of assay, while the 
bark of the root of the tree in any case was the richest by 
far of any specimens assayed. In general, green bark is 
richer than brown, and fresh than old bark. 

BALTIMORE, July 29, 1901. 
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A PLEA FOR A LESS HIDDEN PRESCRIPTION 
DEPARTMENT. 


By C. J. Wotre. 


Lewisburg, Pa. 


W HY is it that the modern drug store still has its pre- 

scription department so carefully hidden from the 
public gaze? Usually it is at the back part of the store, 
and is completely shut off from the view of the customers 
by screens or high cases, and allows the druggist a view of 
the room only through a peep hole. 

We assume that originally this was intended as a 
means of guarding the methods of the pharmacist from 
the public and for surrounding it with an air of mystery 
due to what was regarded as an occult science, on the 
principle of omne ignotum pro magnifico est. 

Doubtless in the days of alchemy, when the learned 
and long-haired professor of that art was searching for 
the secret of transmuting the various metals into gold and 
the means of indefinitely prolonging human life, it was 
deemed necessary to conceal his processes. Surrounded 
by his crucibles and alembics, his retorts and stills, in 
some dusty and cobwebbed room, an air of learning and 
magic probably enveloped him as a consequence. 

Has not our present policy of hiding the prescription 
department survived from this early practice? Of course, 
the answer will be forthcoming that the druggist’s opera- 
tions in compounding medicines should be removed from 
the commercial counter, and that silence and freedom 
from interruption secure accuracy in his work. All 
this is granted, but is it not carried too far, and should it 
not be modified to some extent to suit modern conditions? 

The druggist of to-day is a professional man, and his 
certificate should be sufficient guarantee of his fitness for 
his work without the glamour of secret processes and . 
mysterious surroundings. The public also is far too in- 
telligent to be fooled with the idea of marvelous trans- 
formations of ordinary drugs and chemicals in that lit- 
tle dark room. 

In the ordinary small drug store the customer presents 
his prescription, written in Latin to begin with, and call- 
ing possibly for a dozen powders of bismuth, pepsin or 
some such simple. The druggist looks it over with an 
air of knowledge, and then hastens behind his prescrip- 
tion case. ' 

The customer may, perhaps, hear the tapping of a 
pestle in a glass mortar, but in the meantime waits anx- 
iously and impatiently for the return of the druggist. 
He is supposed, of couse, to spend the interval in look- 
ing into show cases where various fancy wares are 
temptingly displayed with the idea that he may see some- 
thing that he cannot resist buying. 

Often, however, he is in a hurry, and the disappear- 
ance of the druggist into some hidden recess is anything 
but pleasing or reassuring. When he finally emerges 
with a mysterious looking little packet, the customer may 
wonder where he got it, what it is, and has no assurance 
that it was especially prepared for him. Often, too, dur- 
ing the interval other customers have come in, and they, 
seeing no druggist about or only a young clerk, become 
impatient at the seeming inattention to their wants and a 
general uneasiness is manifest. ; 

How, you may ask, would you remedy this? 

In the first place, by being less careful to conceal the 
prescription department and by separating it to a greater 
extent from the laboratory department. Then, too, we 
would suggest the advantage of performing many 6f the 
simpler processes before the eyes of the customer. 

‘ For instance, if his prescription called for powders, 








after weighing and mixing the articles needed we would 
bring it forward to the front counter, and there lay out 
the powder papers and distribute the portion to each and 
fold them neatly where he could see the operation. In- 
stead of waiting in impatience he would become more or 
less interested in the work, and any deftness in the use of 
the spatula and in folding the powders would attract his 
attention and assure him of the druggist’s skill. We 
would pursue the same plan in the preparation of cachets, 
konseals, and possibly even the rolling of pills, the mak- 
ing of tablets or suppositories. 

To most customers the operation would be more or 
less interesting, and the time necessary for the work 
would pass more quickly when the work was done direct- 
ly before him. 

Another advantage to the druggist is the fact that he 
would command a view of the front of his store, and 
would see other customers as they came in, and they, in 
turn, seeing him thus engaged, would wait more patiently 
than when he was hidden from sight. 

The general stores, which have proved such strong 
competitors to the druggist in many lines, long since saw 
the merit of this same principle as an. advertising device, 
and the large crowds that gather about a window where a 
public display of candy making, biscuit baking or other 
art is shown attest to the interest the people take in the 
manipulating processes in the preparation of almost any- 
thing. No doubt the druggist would realize the same truth 
when making his pills, potions, powders, etc., more in the 
public eye. 





PHARMACEUTICAL PROGRESS, 
NEW REMEDIES, ETC. 


A Reaction for Apiol.—Jorissen (Pharmac. Centralh., 
1900, 41, 785) found that apiol is characterized by the fol- 
lowing reaction: To a dilute solution of apiol chlorine 
water is added until the solution becomes turbid, then a 
few drops of ammonia are added, and a red color results 
which, however, rapidly disappears. This color is in- 
tense with pure apiol, and less marked in impure samples. 


A Reaction for Formaldehyde.—Riegler (Pharm. 
Centralh., 1900, 41, 770) found that dilute solutions of 
formaldehyde give a color which varies from pink to red 
with phenylhydrazine hydrochlorate and a solution of caus- 
tic soda. This reaction may be used in determining the 
presence of formaldehyde in milk. The process of test- 
ing is as follows: In a test tube about 2 Cc. of milk, 10 
Ce. of water, and 10 grammes of crystalline phenylhy- 
drazine hydrochlorate are mixed until thoroughly dis- 
solved, then 10 Cc. of a 10 per cent. solution of caustic 
soda are added, and the mixture shaken for half a minute. 
A pink color results if the milk contains a certain amount 
of formaldehyde. Normal milk never gives this reac- 
tion. 


Physostigmine as an Antidote to Curare.—Pal 
(Centr. f. Phys., 1900, No. 10) found that when an ani- 
mal is subjected to the influence of curare and then re- 
ceives an injection of physostigmine, the respiration re- 
turns spontaneously. This experiment was repeated and 
gave the same result every time. First, there were mus- 
cular contractions, then a flow of saliva, then at first ir- 
regular respiratory movements, finally regular respira- 
tion. Physostigmine is, therefore, presumably a true 
physiological antidote to curare. 


Purgatol, a New Laxative-—This is a diacetyl ester 
of anthrapurpurine, and occurs in the form of a yellow, 
light, crystalline powder, insoluble in water and weak 
acids, soluble with the formation of a reddish-violet color 
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in dilute alkalies. It is a mild laxative, but has the dis- 
advantage, according to Ewald, of causing a certain 
amount of weakness in the intestinal walls; it is, however, 
entirely tasteless, and lacks all the other untoward effects 
common to purgatives. The usual dose was from 0.5 to 
1 Gm., but 5 Gms. have been well borne, and the excess 
seems to be eliminated with the faeces. A portion of 
the oxyanthraquinone is eliminated through the urine, 
giving the latter a blood-red tinge——Therapie d. Gegen- 
wart, I90I, page ISI. 


Vanadium Derivatives—A few years ago pharma- 
cologists began to experiment with vanadium derivatives, 
particularly vanadic acid and the metavanadates, and 
found them to be powerful alterants of cellular nutrition. 
A writer in Nouveaux Remédes (1901, June, page 241) 
gives a comprehensive review of the subject, from which 
we extract the following: 

Vanadic acid, derived from vanadium anhydride, 
Va,O;, by the addition of water, and forms salt with a 
variety of bases. Some of these are neutral, and are 
styled ortho, meta and para vanadic salts ; others are acid, 
and are the bi, tri, tetra and penta vanadic salts. The 
neutral salts are very unstable, and are easily converted 
into one another, as they represent three allotropic states 
of vanadium. Metavanadic salts are the only ones em- 
ployed in medicine. Metavanadic sodium is obtained by 
treating sodium carbonate with vanadic anhydride. This 
salt is white, crystalline, tasteless and fairly well soluble 
in water. Laran also prepared vanadides of lithium, 
iron, phospho-vanadides of sodium, etc., but these have 
not yet been sufficiently studied. Hélonis’ “ vanadine ” 
seems to be composed of a vanadic-tetroxide in combina- 
tion with some oxidizing substance, perhaps sodium 
chloride ; but its exact composition is not known. 

The great difficulty has been to obtain pure ahd stable 
vanadium salts, for these substances are very apt to un- 
dergo change and decomposition, and the solutions of- 
fered for sale often contain as much as 40 per cent. of 
impurities. The vanadides act by virtue of their curious 
property of giving up oxygen in the presence of an or- 
ganic substance and an oxidizing agent. 

This oxygen is taken up by the organic compound, 
and the vanadic acid is changed into hypovanadic, takes 
away enough oxygen from the oxidizing body and re- 
turns into its former vanadic state. Hence vanadides 
are purveyors of oxygen, and this quality has already 
been made use of in the dyeing industries. Judging by 
their oxygen giving power vanadium salts are by far 
superior to those of arsenic. 

They are, however, very poisonous, the animals tested 
dying from paralysis of the respiratory center after com- 
paratively small doses. Their action on the heart i§ yet 
unsettled—various opinions being held by various au- 
thors. The effect is probably first to stimulate, then to 
paralyze the heart’s action and the arterial contraction. 

Experiments with a view of applying these theoretical 
principles to practice showed that minute doses of vana- 
dium salts increase the appetite and the general weight 
and strength. But this takes place only so long as the 
remedy is administered; there is no cumulative action 
as in arsenic. Other experimental evidence also shows 
that vanadium does not produce these beneficial effects 
in the body as a result of the superoxidation which it in- 
duces in the test-tube ; these effects may be merely due to 
a local stimulating action upon the stomach. It has been 
used, however, in a great number of diseases, such as 
anzmia, malaria, tuberculosis, etc., and is said to be coun- 
ter-indicated in chronic disease of the arteries. The dose 
of sodium metavanadide is from 1 to 5 milligrammes, 
pro die, given every other day. 














STORE MANAGEMENT. 
Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 





THE ARRANGEMENT, STORAGE, AND DIS- 
PLAY OF THE STOCK. 


HE rules and methods of stock arrangement and 

display that experience has taught me, bear out the 

truth of the axiom, “ Goods well displayed are half sold.” 

Keep most prominently displayed those articles that 

_are likely to create a desire of ownership when seen, and 

store in the less conspicuous parts of the show room such 
things as are only bought when absolutely needed. 

Goods well displayed increase one’s trade by inducing 
patrons to buy more than they came for. When a person 
enters a drug store it is usually to be supplied with some 
definite article. If something is seen that reminds the 
prospective customer of a want or that impresses him 
as being a desirable thing to have, and he buys it, your 
trade has been increased above the normal demand by 
the amount of that purchase. The customer has left 
more money with you than he intended when he entered 
the store. It is by the multiplication of such sales that 
a business is increased and built up. Without advertis- 
ing and display the trade of a store will be limited to the 
absolute wants of its patrons, the things that they must 
have. Adyertising in its various forms will bring the 
customers to the store, the display of goods in the store 
will in a large degree determine the volume of their pur- 
chases and future patronage. 


THE WASTE OF GOOD SPACE. 


This seems such simple common sense that one won- 
ders at its being thought necessary to state it, but any 
one who has looked into the arrangement of drug stores 
as they are found, must be impressed with the fact that 
there is a woful lack of systematic arrangement and ef- 
fective display of the stock in many of them. Goods that 
might increase sales if kept in sight are often stowed 
away under counters, in dark show cases or in drawers, 
and valuable show room is taken up with goods of every 
day call that are only bought when sickness compels their 
purchase. Wall cases that would seil physicians’ and 
surgeons’ supplies, or other sundries or fancy goods, are 
taken up with stock bottles that are only used in the lab- 
oratory and which the dispenser must carry to the pre- 
scription table and back again each time they are wanted, 
or, if duplicate bottles are kept in the prescription labora- 
tory the store bottles are simply feeders to them. 

I was in a large pharmacy some time ago and the most 
prominent object in the place was a huge revolving herb 
case for keeping the stock of pressed herbs, which took 
up no end of valuable show room. Possibly the pressed 
herb trade of the store was increased ten or twenty dol- 
lars a year thereby. In our store we have a perfume 
case occupying about the same relative space in this store 
as the herb case does in the stofe referred to. This per- 
fume case is of oak, octagonal in shape, built to order to 
occupy the space it does in the middle of the floor near 
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the rear part of the show room. It is about four feet in 
diameter and the same height. During the twelve years 
it has stood there it has sold thousands of dollars’ worth 
of perfumes. It usually contains from three to five hun- 
dred dollars’ worth of stock, every bottle of which is in 
plain sight. It has given us the perfume trade of this 
locality, and turns its stock many times in the course of 
a year, selling from one to two thousand dollars’ worth a 
year, with not a dollar’s worth of dead stock in it. 


METHODS OF INCREASING TRADE. 


The lines of trade most profitable to the pharmacists 
are prescription compounding, his own specialties, drug- 
gists’ sundries and fancy goods, naming them in the or- 
der of their importance, and he should constantly en- 
deavor to increase his trade in these lines. Trade is in- 
creased by getting new customers and selling more and 
more goods to the old ones. The first class of trade comes 
from new arrivals in the community and from customers 
drawn away from competitors. The latter class from 
the development of the latent trade of the community, 
getting your customers to spend a greater amount of 
money with you by selling them goods that they did not 
think of buying until you brought the goods to their 
attention by your advertising and store displays. The 
amount of trade that lies latent in nearly every commu- 
nity is surprising and is well illustrated by the history of 
the establishment with which I am at present connected 
in one of the suburbs of New York. This pharmacy is 
located in one of the oldest towns in America, dating 
from 1664, and, like all old towns, is very conservative 
and requires a greater than usual amount of advertising 
and hustling to keep things moving. When this store 
was started there were already two old established drug 
stores that supplied all the apparent wants of the place in 
the drug line and supplied them so well that most of the 
people of the town thought the proprietor foolish in start- 
ing a new store and freely predicted that he would fail 
to make a living out of the business, as the present stores 
seemed all that the known volunie of trade would war- 
rant. Yet this store now does more than twice the busi- 
ness of the other two stores together, although the two 
older stores do the same or a slightly larger business than 
before the new store was established. 


BRINGING LATENT TRADE TO THE SURFACE, 


The trade of this store is almost entirely the result of 
bringing the latent trade of the place to the surface, as 
the increase in the population of the town has been less 
than ten per cent. since the store was established. The 
wants of the people have been increased by advertising 
and showing them things that they found desirable 
or necessary to their welfare. Is it not conducive to the 
general welfare of a community if when one of its mem- 
bers meets with a minor injury, like a mashed finger, that 
his first thought is to hie himself to the drug store and 
buy a piece of iodoform gauze and an aseptic bandage to 
dress the injury, instead of doing it up in a (surgically) 
dirty rag? Teaching the people the -value of asepsis in 
such cases is one of the ways in which a pharmacist may 
bring out the latent trade of a community, to his own 
greater profit, and, incidentally, the benefit of his commu- 
nity. 


ON PUSHING A NEW LINE OF GOODS. 


This store did not start off with a great stock and a 
large capital; it started with a smaller stock than either 
of the other two stores, but its advertising campaigns, 
window and store displays were all in the line of edu- 
cating the people to better things pharmaceutically. 
When the proprietor thought the time ripe for laying in 
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a stock of surgical dressings he bought a complete line, 
although such goods had heretofore been a very small 
item in his or the stock of the other stores in the place. 
The initial order amounted to some three hundred dol- 
lars; the repeat orders the first year amounted to nearly 
half that, and now, after a few years, a very large busi- 
ness is done in this line. The goods are bought in job- 
bing quantities and sold at list to physicians, and the sales 
to the general public are surprisingly large. Absorbent 
cotton, bandages, lint, surgeons’ plaster, etc., are now a 
part of the household supplies of many families, first aid 
packets have been sold to families, workingmen, bicy- 
clists, etc., so as to have them handy in case of injury. 
Some families have even purchased the $5.00 first aid 
chests, designed for factories, for their domestic arma- 
mentarium. 


STIMULATED THE ERECTION OF A HOSPITAL. 


The prominence given to this line of goods by our 
advertising and display has had a certain though indirect 
influence in the establishment of a hospital in the commu- 
nity. One of the local physicians with a natural bent to- 
ward surgery was much interested in the displays; the 
goods seemed to have a positive fascination to him, and 
he bought liberally whenever he came in and saw some- 
thing new, with the result that he paid more and more at- 
tention to surgery and achieved considerable local repu- 
tation as a surgeon. Needing better operative facilities, 
he began agitating for the establishment of a hospital, 
worked the thing up and got the leading citizens of the 
county interested in it, with the result that a finely 
equipped hospital in a building expressly built for it is 
now receiving patients from all over the county. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF DISPLAYING STOCK. 


I mention these facts to emphasize the great impor- 
tance of properly displaying the stock inside the store. 
Advertising and window displays accomplish very little 
in building up trade unless they are backed up with goods 
well displayed in the store. Goods that have had time 
and money spent on them for advertising must never be 
placed out of sight—some people’s memories are short. 
The editor of a great metropolitan daily once told me 
that two weeks was as long as the general public remem- 
bered even a great event unless they were in some way 
reminded of it again. 

For these reasons and from the fact that I have found 
by personal experience that it paid, I am in favor of mak- 
ing the front store a show room pure and simple, for all 
goods that are attractive and interesting to the public, 
and relegating to the dispensing department, where they 
properly belong, all, or most, of the botties and drawers 
containing drugs and chemicals that are only called for 
when necessary and that everybody expects to find in a 
drug store; why take up six or eight inches of valuable 
shelf room with a stock bottle of paregoric? People 
know that you, being a druggist, keep paregoric any way, 
and will call for it when they need it, the public will 
buy no more of it because it is prominently displayed on 
your shelf and they probably cannot read the label any 
how, as it is in Latin. Then why not keep this and others 
like it in a less conspicuous place and replace them with 
goods that are likely to sell when seen. The same amount 
of space taken up with, say, a pile of your own cough 
remedy, would bring in many more dollars in the course 
of the year. 

In this regard the only concessions that I would make 
to having stock bottles in the show room would be to 
strictly limit their number to such articles of every day 
call as are sold in bulk over the counter. Such drugs 
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and chemicals as are called for once or twice a week 
can just as well be kept in the laboratory. Cutting down 
the store containers to this limit will give a number of 
wall sections that may be turned into display cases. Like- 
wise keeping the patent medicine stock out of sight will 
give more room for the display of goods in whose sale 
you are more interested. 


THE DISPLAY OF BRUSHES. 


A very fine display of hair and other brushes may be 
made by removing the shelves from a glass-doored wall 
section, and covering the back wall of the case with a 
low toned plush, and hanging the various kinds of 
brushes from brass hooks against the plush background ; 
such a case may be made a sample case and contain a 
specimen of each kind of brush in stock, the bulk of the 
stock being kept in drawers in the lower part of the sec- 
tion. Each brush should have appended to it a neatly 
written card with a concise description of the kind and 
quality of it and its price. Such a display case takes the 
place of a salesman, it does everything except wrap up 
the goods and take the money. Another glass-doored 
section may have a display of trusses and shoulder braces, 
with a sample of each style of crutch kept in stock. Sus- 
pensory bandages inconspicuously displayed in their 
closed boxes in the bottom of this case will help the sale 
of these goods immensely, as the only customers who 
will be interested in looking over the truss display will 
be the men. A couple of wall cases devoted to physi- 
cians’ and surgeons’ supplies make very striking displays. 
One case may contain a sample of each size and style of 
bandage, cotton, lint, gauze, etc., arranged symmetrically 
on a plush background or on plate glass shelves. The 
other may contain the smaller wares, arranged on plate 
glass shelves, as hypodermic syringes, fever thermom- 
eters, needles, sutures, ligatures, instruments and instru- 
ment cases, rubber operating gloves, vaccination shields, 
and the like, also a sign and literature of vaccine and anti- 
toxin, the vaccine and antitoxin being, of course, kept in 
the ice box. 

MATERIALS FOR DISPLAYS. 


A caseful of fine chemicals and pharmaceuticals in 
their original packages, part of the reserve or unopened 
stock, makes a fine display, one that carries great weight 
with physicians and public in backing up your prescrip- 
tion advertising and goes far toward substantiating your 
claim of using the best materials in prescription work. 

Materials for other displays are the reserve stock of 
gelatin and other coated pills in unopened packages, 
with such as are sold in the original package, as quinine 
pills in bottles of 100; rubber goods, syringes, hot water 
bags, stomach tubes (yes, I have even sold stomach tubes 
by displaying them with the price marked on them), 
thermometers, house, bath, dairy, incubator, etc., along 
with lactometers, hydrometers, alcoholometers, urinome- 
ters, specific gravity beads, etc. 

For the sections without doors, one may be filled with 
a display of one’s own special preparations, another with 
packages of articles of regular sale, salts, tinctures, oils, 
spirits, etc., in five and ten cent parcels, as well as larger ; 
a display of these goods stimulates sales where the same 
articles in regular shop bottles will not. Customers like 
to trade at a store where these things are neatly put up 
ready for handing out. One of the rules that I have 
made in this store has greatly increased this sort of trade, 
and this rule is to make no charge for bottles where ten 
cents’ worth or more of an article is bought. The mini- 
mum sale is five cents, nothing less sold of anything ex- 
cept postage stamps, and if a liquid the customer must 
bring a container, otherwise the minimum sale is ten 
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cents and the bottle is thrown in. We keep nearly a 
hundred drugs ready packed for handing out, with a con- 
sequent great saving in time during the rush hours. 

A case of crude drugs makes an interesting display 
and adds to the tone of a store. Some of them may be 
in original cases borrowed for a few weeks from a 
wholesale druggist and in some cases very fine sam- 
ples of chemicals may be borrowed from manufactur- 
ers. I have borrowed many things from wholesale 
houses to help out a display, huge sponges, a stuffed tor- 
toise with the shell finely polished, to advertise shell 
combs, and the like. Another rule that I have followed 
in making displays is not to advertise, or allow the manu- 
facturer to advertise under our name, or display in the 
windows, any proprietary remedies except our own or 
those we felt especially interested in pushing, and in no 
case are placards, show bills or signs other than those 
advertising our own goods allowed in the windows or the 
store. 

SELECT PLACES FOR DISPLAY. 


In nearly all stores there is one particular location that 
will sell whatever goods are put there; in our case it is 
the top of the show case to the left of the scale counter. 
One day when this fact struck me rather forcibly, I 
cleared everything off this case and filled it with our own 
specialties, with the result that the sale of these prepara- 
tions increased by leaps and bounds, doubled, trebled, 
quadrupled. Now nothing else is allowed there but our 
own makes. I also cleared the stock bottles out of the 
wall section immediately back of it and filled this with 
the same goods. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES AS A SIDE LINE. 


In side lines, one of the best paying things at the pres- 
ent time and one that fits well with the regular stock of 
a pharmacy, is cameras and photographic supplies. A 
section devoted to these goods well displayed will be 
found a paying investment. The line may be started in 
a modest way and the trade developed and worked with a 
first investment of a hundred dollars or less. In Eng- 
land and the Continent pharmacists saw at an early date 
the possibilities of the photographic business, with the re- 
sult that they have about all of this trade. 
Isles particularly there are few pharmacies who do not 
carry this line. 


ANOTHER MEANS OF STIMULATING SALES. 


One of the things that greatly stimulate sales is hav- 
ing the goods in reach of the customer where they can 
take them in their hand and examine them closely, read- 
ing the label and otherwise closely scrutinizing the article, 
and it is mainly owing to this trait of human nature that 
the sales of our own/preparations have increased so greatly 
since we have displayed them in the manner described. 
This trait is thoroughly well known to the department 
store men; they do not keep their goods out of reach or 
sight on a back shelf, but out on the counter where people 
can examine them closely. A good many pharmacists 
object to thus displaying goods on the ground that it 
sometimes leads to pilfering, and that the goods are liable 
to be soiled from handling. That is true, but in a very 
small degree. The losses from these causes will be a 
very infinitesimal percentage of the increased sales. 


THE STORAGE OF CRUDE DRUGS. 


In the storage of crude drugs the ordinary drug 
drawers may be fitted with two tin boxes with tight fit- 
ting covers, and the whole and powdered drug thus kept 
in the same drawer. Where the quantities stocked are 
small four boxes may be fitted to a drawer and space 
thereby economized. For storing surplus stock of drugs, 
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such things as are bought in paper in larger quantity 
than the containers will hold, I have found convenient 
storage cans made from empty five-gallon castor oil cans. 
These are sent to the tinsmith, who fits a tin cover to 
them; they are then painted with several coats of white 
and lettered in black “Extra Stock,” and “ Sundry 
Drugs” and the surplus stock wrapped in its original 
paper, over which I wrap a sheet of thin paraffined paper, 
stored therein, several packages in a can. A string tag 
tied to the handle of the cover gives a list of the contents, 
and is corrected whenever anything is added or taken 
from the can. We have about a dozen of these storage 
cans, and have no losses from deteriorated drugs kept in 
paper. 

For the storage of pressed herbs, square tin cans that 
will hold a pound of herb, the cans kept under a counter 
near the store scale counter, is about the best and most 
convenient disposal to make of them. Fifty or sixty 
boxes will be the number required for the stock of this 
line. Cans of this size are very convenient for other 
things as well; seeds, anise, caraway, etc., and many 
drugs, both whole and powdered, may be stored in them, 
some of the cans being of a larger size if necessary; a 
bank of a hundred or more under the counter will be 
found useful. 

A set of herb drawers containing from fifty to a 
hundred small wooden drawers, as sold by some pressed 
herb makers, is a convenient under the counter fitting for 
storing all those oddments like nipples, nurser fittings, 
droppers, camel hair pencils, court plaster, rubber bands, 
filled capsules, prepared packages, etc. 





- The Ownership of the Prescription. 


The question of the ownership of the prescription is dis- 
cussed by J. Wilkinson Jervey, M.D., of Greenville, S. C., at 
considerable length in a communication to the “ New York 
Medical Journal” for July 20. Dr. Jervey holds that the pa- 
tient has no property rights in the prescription, and sums up 
the common sense and legal (so far as it has been defined) 
status of the physician’s prescription as follows: 

1. The patient has no legal nor other right to demand a 
written prescription or written directions from the physician. 

2. It is right and wise that the druggist demand and pro- 
cure from the physician his written orders for the compound- 
ing of prescriptions. 

8. The physician has the undoubted right to designate 
what pharmacist shall fill his prescription. 

4. The written prescription is simply an order from phy- 
sician to pharmacist. It is, through courtesy, and by virtue of 
custom and convenience, handed to the patient for transmis- 
sion; but the latter has not, at any time, the slightest right of 
possession in the instrument. 

5. The druggist has at least the right of permanent guar- 
dianship (perhaps of outright possession) of the prescription, 
and he must keep it on file for reference and for any form of 
proper investigation. 

6. There can be no right, extenuation or excuse for a copy 
of a prescription, with physician’s name attached, to be taken 
by druggist, patient or any one else, without the authority of 
the physician. 

7. The careful physician should invariably retain a carbon- 
paper fac-simile copy of every prescription he writes. 

8. The druggist has a legal right to utilize any formula 
that is uncopyrighted that may fall into his hands, but he can- 
not, unauthorized, use the name of its author in connection 
with it. In most States, however, statutes would bar his sell- 
ing intoxicants or other poisons except by direct order of phy- 
sicians. 

9. If a druggist refills a prescription without the order of 
the physician who wrote it, he does so on his own responsibil- 
ity, and he has no legal or moral right to leave or place the 
physician’s name on the container. 





One ton of uranium will yield about half an ounce of 
radium, with an expenditure of six tons of chemicals and 50 
tons of water for washing. Radium is spontaneously lumi- 
nous in the dark. 
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We give below a selection from the papers rcad before 
the British Pharmaceutical Conference at the annual 
meeting of that body held at Dublin last month. The 
AMERICAN Druccist had a special representative in 
attendance upon this meeting, whose account of the 
proceedings was printed in our last issue. The paper 
on Cascara Sagrada preparations is,our reporter states, 
interesting from the fact that tt ts the first paper 
communicated to the conference by a lady. The ma- 
jority of the papers read at this meeting were of a 
practical nature and we hope to be able to reproduce 
most of them either entire or in abstracts in subse- 
quent issues : 


CONCERNING CASCARA SAGRADA. 


By BRIDGET ROSE CLINTON, 
Dublin. 


The fundamental law of ethics, says Herbert Spencer, is 
that life-preserving acts should be pleasure-giving acts. The 
primary principle of pharmacy, I mean the neo-pharmacy of 
the twentieth century. is that health-giving drugs should be 
pleasure-giving draughts; and the application of this principle 
to a concrete case—that of cascara—is the purport of this 
paper. 

Probably one million pounds of cascara are now used per 
annum to stimulate the sluggish excretory apparatus of citi- 
zens of the world. No other bark, except cinchona, can com- 
pare with this, and yet a quarter of a century ago an analogous 
species, Rhamnus frangula, although well known as a cathar- 
tic, was the only kind used in medicine, and of that probably 
not one thousand pounds per annum. It was universally con- 
sidered so drastic a eathartic as only to be fit for dyspeptic 
dogs and cunstipated curs. Now, everybody loves.a laxative 
but loathes a cathartic, and that Rhamnus should be raisea 
from the lowest and most despised to the highest and most 
prized of planchnic stimulants is a triumph of pharmacy. The 
irritant principle of Rhamnus frangula, which produced the 
intense griping pain and the sanguinious vaudate from the 
intestines, was discovered to be a kind of ferment. Now, an 
allied species of Rhamnus, distinguished as purshiana, was 
ascertained to be almost free from this ferment, and it has 
further been discovered that the ferment disappears, or rather 
is changed into a harmless substance when the cascara is 
stored for a couple of years. The credit of introducing Rham- 
nus purshiana to modern medicine seems to be largely due to 
that American firm whose name is associated inseparably with 
the drug, and the kudos of demonstrating the importance of 
keeping the bark a couple of years before use, as well as of 
demonstrating the utility of cold extraction, appear mostly 
to be the result of the researches of John Moss, whose work 
has by no means been sufficiently recognized, although with 
his conclusions I cannot always agree. 


THE QUESTION OF FLAVORING 


Although the preparation of the American firm inspired the 
introduction of extractum cascarse sagradz into the British 
Pharmacopeeia, the official extract has always been confessed- 
ly different and less potent. It is a notable fact that in the 
classical monograph published by that firm cascara is held to 
yield its virtues only to alcoholic solution. It has been since 
demonstrated that although these active principles may not 
be soluble in water, per se, they certainly are in water con- 
taining other constituents of the bark in solution. This fact is 
the justification of the B. P. process. The purport of this 
paper is.to devise a satisfactory formula for syrupus cascara 
aromaticus. Now, any fool can write a formula. The trouble 
is that, like the famous constitutions of the Abbé Siezes, they 
don’t work. Every addition to a formula which is not dis- 
tinctly useful is injurious. Even sugar disagrees with very 
many dyspeptics, and every aromatic oil has its enemies, a 
peculiar idiosyncrasy exists in patients which makes certain 
flavors distasteful to certain of them, and hence the aim of 
the pharmacist must be to devise a flavoring which will dis- 
guise the nauseous taste of the drug, make it more active if 
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possible, and supply a carminative property which is con- 
fessedly lacking in cascara. Important though the question of 
flavoring be, it does not rest as yet on any well-ascertained 
physiological basis, and hence much of our experimenting must 
be merely empirical. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES OF TASTE. 


If there be any such physiological foundation it is this: 
Pure bitters are perceived by means of filaments of the gusta- 
tory nerve; resius and characteristically odorous substances 
depend for their perception on the glossopharyngeal filaments. 
Excitants of the former never give rise to nausea, and for a 
like reason pungent substances like capsicum, which act most- 
ly on the gustatory nerve, are of comparatively feeble use in 
correcting the nausea excited by principles like the resinoid 
and extractive constituents of cascara, which operate in fila- 
ments of the glossopharyngeal. On the other hand, certain of 
the volatile oils, as coriander, angelica, anise, etc., appear to 
have a selective action on the glossopharyngeal nerve, and 
hence these may be expected to relieve the acridity of sub- 
stances which irritate it. The aim of the British Pharma- 
copeeia has always been to present the drugs in the forms of 
greatest potency and convenience. The elegancy of taste has 
been ostentatiously flouted, except in a very few instances, 
and of these the syrupus cascara aromaticus is a sorry exam- 
ple. I had thought that the conference was mainly responsible 
for the formula, but its genesis is to be found in a passing 
reference in a third-rate American text-book, where it is stated 
that the taste of cascara can be effectually disguised by aro- 
matic syrup. The formula, anyhow, is a failure. There is a 
potential demand for tens of thousands of gallons of it, yet 
it is seldom asked for. But now to reform it. 


SUGGESTED REFORMS. 


(1) Keeping to the orthodox proportion of cascara, I substi- 
tute glycerin for syrup. This keeps better, will be more active, 
and the flavor has a happy lack of the sugary bitterness of 
the official syrup. 

(2) All the fluid extracts of commerce found in the shelves 
of the pharmacies are of an acid reaction and acetous in char- 
acter. Most of all is this the case with that of cascara. More- 
over, there is a certain amount of ammonia found in the bark, 
and it seems to keep the active principle in solution when the 
extract is fresh, whereas the sour extract deposits solid but 
active matter. Hence I try a formula with sal volatile. 
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This I consider an improvement. It is clear, keeps well, and 
has a decided aromatic taste, but it is yet rather bitter. 

(8) There are obvious objections to the use of an alkali, 
should the aromatic cascara be prescribed in combination, and 
here a neutral syrup would be preferable. Now the carmina- 
tive tincture of the B. P. covers a multitude of unsavories, and 
I tried it as follows: 
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Now I look on this as quite a delicious formula, but I am 
reminded of Bentley’s criticism of Pope’s “ Homer;” “It’s a 


pretty poem, Mr. Pope; but you mustn’t call it Homer.” This 
is a palatable elixir, but one can hardly call it a syrup. For 
a modification one may try: 
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which is at least better than the B. P. 

(4) Everybody knows that liquorice disguises the taste of 
cascara fairly well, but the bitter after-taste persists, and 
requires an aromatic to modify it. The following modification 
does so: ; 

Lig. cascare sagrade 
BO, CIUMEM. cc cccccces 
Liq. ext. glycyrrh 
Alcohol 
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(5) Questioned as to the sense of retaining saffron in decoc- 
tum aloes co., the Pharmacopceeia revisers asserted it was the 
sovereignest thing on earth to disguise the taste of aloes. Saf- 
fron, of late, has been publicly denounced as inert, but it cer- 
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tainly seems to cover the taste of cascara in the following 
formula: 


i STR. +» chips bbe6 seh ade on se bev w vanes oenen sehen 3vilij 
ws ni: 6.5 dels 5566.55 ses sb ¥cabebcobens sane 3ilj 
nS Cte kcvabeskass pwee so skbeekee eee eee ero 3ij 
Pi LC c ab awk bas ~ abs se 68K bs s'0 6a 550 0k Reb eee m. i 
ee | ee er errs ad. 3xx 


(6) Next I proceed to plagiarize. The American cascara cor- 
dials are by far the most popular in the market, and it becomes 
necessary to try a variant of the published recipes, such as one 
finds in the “ Pharmaceutical Formulas: ” 
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This does not keep well, is somewhat muddy, and obviously 
is much overcharged with volatile oils. Many might like the 
flavor, but de gustibus non disputandum est. 

(7) Berberis aquafolii is rather an innovation in these coun- 
tries, so we must try a formula without it. This I rather 


like: 
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Now if there be any fruit from this little series of experi- 
ments it is this: The proper aromatics to flavor cascara are 
orange, coriander, anise, and cassia, while liquorice is an al- 
most essential constituent. If I had to select one special 
formula it would be this: 


i hss. on shack nhs Roe aus te eS ies seb h ako wee 5i 
OS ES nr aera re See 3iij 
iL Sh tse +o snk balseS ode e dst aban ee biee hes See m. ij 
PE Ghwc sb hats ewe by kink akbar eee bts habeus shee nen m. ij 
DPR akiwes ss kb sete 5 bE POR CAS Races aise sence bo aw m.i 
SP errr eee ree eT ere re eer. 3iv 
ey ED es 5:6 sd sb oben h $0 e006 s sen obs cine see eae 

0 EE ee ee a eee ad. Sijss 


Finally, if the subject be trivial, blame the Blue List; and 
if the formule be commonplace, they will be improved by your 
criticism. 





ESTIMATION OF “LIQUOR HYDROGENII 
PEROXIDE.” 
By W. A. H. NayLor anp C. T. Dyer. 


The accuracy of the official method of assaying solution of 
peroxide of hydrogen has recently been questioned by differ- 
ent observers, the results are said to be unreliable and dis- 
cordant. A paper by C. E. Smith (Year Book, 1898, page 
106) in “ Amer. Jour. Pharm.,” 1898, records a series of paral- 
lel estimations by most of the usual processes except 
““Mason’s” bichromate method (C. & D., 1881, page 56), and 
the author concludes (1) That the most accurate method is that 
of Kingzett; (2) that all gasometric methods are tedious and 
unreliable; and (3) that the permanganate especially is prac- 
tically useless. Smith shows the disturbing effects of glycerin 
and other preservatives on the different results; but, apart 
from the presence of the preservatives, he does not explain 
what the inaccuracy of the gasometric permanganate method 
is due to. Other critics and objectors, so far as we are aware, 
have also abstained from explaining the cause of its alleged 
unreliability. The purpose of this communication was to give 
this explanation. 

The authors emphasized the need for bearing in mind that 
the volume of gas obtained varies with familiar external con- 
ditions, but in the British Pharmacopcia method there is 
an internal condition which causes error—viz., evolution of 
ehlorine through the action of sulphuric acid (used along 
with permanganate) upon the sodium chloride of the brine 
with which the nitrometer is filled. Without using hydrogen 
peroxide at all they got with 12 Cc. of the acid permanganate 
solution, 0.2 Ce. of chlorine in five minutes, 1 Cc. in an hour, 
and 1.8 Ce. after standing five hours. One cubic centimeter 
of 11-volume hydrogen peroxide solution was placed in a 
nitrometer with brine, and 12 Cc. of the acid permanganate 
solution were run in. When the evolution of gas ceased it 
measured 23 Cc., and it was then slowly passed through an 
acid solution of potassium iodide. At first nothing notice- 
able occurred, but gradually iodine was liberated, and when 
all the gas had been made to bubble through the solution, the 
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iodine was titrated with thiosulphate solution, and the equiva- 
lent of 0.0029 gramme of chlorine, or nearly 1 Ce. by volume, 
was found. The operation was conducted without prolonged 
standing, and shows conclusively that the chlorine is more 
quickly produced in the presence of hydrogen peroxide. The 
fact that chlorine is evolved with the hydrogen in uncertain 
quantity, and with uncertain absorption, is enough to condemn 
the official process as it stands. 

There is no doubt that the volumetric process of Kingzett 
is accurate. It consists in adding sulphuric acid and potas- 
sium iodide to the solution of the peroxide, and then titrating 
the liberated iodine with sodium thiosulphate; but if a gaso- 
metric process be preferred there are two or three alternatives 
in the question of details which will make it fairly satisfac- 
tory. In the first place, to keep as nearly as possible to the 
official method, that process was tried without the use of 
brine. Mercury works well, but a large amount of it is re- 
quired, and it has to be cleaned afterward. Instead of using 
saturated solutions of haloid salts, sulphate of sodium in 
saturated solution was tried, but it was sufficiently dense to 
prevent the reaction mixture from spreading down the tube, 
delaying the action, but increasing absorption of oxygen. Sul- 
phate of magnesium is, however, excellent, and a saturated 
solution is easily made and gives accurate results. 

The bichromate of potassium process, which Mason used 


‘over mercury, answers equally well with brine, no chlorine 


being given off. The evolution of gas is much slower than 
in the official process, and the oxygen obtained represents 
the volume of oxygen available, not double the volume. 
B. P. “ Volumetric Solution of Potassium Bichromate” was 
used, but it must not be made acid, as acid increases the 
evolution of gas, and the results are discordant. The authors 
find that the use of permanganate and acid solution results 
always in the production of a larger volume of gas from a 
given volume of “ peroxide” solution than is obtained when 
solution of bichromate is employed. 

The practical objection to the B. P. method as it stands is 
that an article may be supplied commercially which will just 
pass the official limits when estimated by that process, and 
yet be actually under the required strength. The following 
figures are to the point in this connection: 


With acid per- 


With acid per- With acid permanganate 
manganate over over saturated solution of manganate over 
mercury. magnesium sulphate. brine. 
8.4 8.2 0.35 
8.4 8.3 10.3 
8.45 8.45 
8.5 8.5 
8. 
8.45 4 
With bichromate over 
With bichromate saturate solution of With bichromate 
over mercury. magnesium sulphate. over brine. 
7.65 7.7 Af 
1.7 
7.25 7.4 7.6 


The figures represent the number of Ce. of oxygen ob- 
tained from 1 Cc. of solution of hydrogen peroxide. The 
volume of gas has in each case been corrected for temperature 
and pressure, and allowance made for the tension of aqueous 
vapor at the temperature at which the gas was measured. 
The results show that brine gives considerably higher figures 
than are obtained with mercury in the case of permanganate 
estimations, and those obtained with a saturated solution of 
magnesium sulphate are fairly concordant with the mercury 
figures. The bichromate results are in fairly close agreement, 
whether brine or saturated magnesium sulphate solution is 
used in place of mercury. 





CAUSES OF THE LOSS IN STRENGTH OF 
SWEET SPIRIT OF NITRE. 
By E. H. Farr, F.C.S., anp R. Wriaut, F.C.S., 
Pharmaceutical Chemists. 


The object of the experiments detailed in this note was to 
ascertain the correctness, or otherwise, of two ideas. First, 
Is this spiritus etheris nitrici, Ph. Lond., more stable than 
the stronger preparation of the British Pharmacopeeia ? and, 
second, that the remarkable loss in strength exhibited by cer- 
tain samples of sweet spirit of nitre which had come under 
the authors’ notice could not be satisfactorily accounted for 
by any theory of chemical change. The observation that this 
sudden drop in the percentage of ethyl nitrite was always 
most noticeable when the spirit was introduced into a bottle 
capable of holding a much larger quantity, so that a consid- 
erable air space was left above the level of the liquid, pointed 
strongly to the fact that the deterioration in strength was due. 
not to chemical decomposition, but to the rapid elimination of 
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ethyl nitrite from the-spirit, and its diffusion into the air in 
contact with the surface of the liquid. Two samples of the 
spirit were prepared on January 16, 1901, by the processes of 
the London and British Pharmacopeias. The processes were 
slightly modified in order to obtain the greatest possible yield 
of ethyl nitrite. The products were diluted with 90 per cent. 
alcohol, and gave preparations 5 Ce. of which yielded 21 Cc. 
and 35 Cc. gas respectively. In order to test the effect of 
keeping under varying conditions a sample of each was dis- 
posed of in the manners under noted: 


(1) A well stoppered 1-0z. white glass bottle was filled and placed 
in a cool, dark cellar. 

Estimated on January 17 by the official process, 5 Cc. of a 
eth. nit., P. L., yielded 21 Cc. gas, and on May 6, 19.8 Cc. he 
same quantity of the B. P. spirit yielded 35 Cc. gas on January 
17, and 24.4 Ce. on May 6. 

(2) Two fluid ounces was introduced into a well-stoppered green 
flint-glass bottle of 4-oz. capacity. and placed in a window facing east. 

In this case the results were: 

P. L. spirit..January 17, 21 Ce. February 20, 13.6 Ce. May 1, 0.7 Ce. 
B. P. spirit. . a 35 Ce. oe 25.2 Ce. = ; ee YS 

(3) Eight fluid ounces was introduced into a well-stoppered green 
@int-glass bottle of 20 fl. oz. capacity, and placed on a shelf about five 
feet above an open fireplace in which a fire was burning daily. The 
stopper was taken out every morning and the bottle tilted as in the 
act of pouring. 

Periodical tests showed a sudden drop, then a gradual diminu- 
tion of nitrous constituents. Thus the P. L. spirit fell to 15 Ce. 
gas on March 18, and to 13.2 Ce. on July 1; the B. P. spirit to 
25.2 Ce. on Mareh 18, and 20 Cc. on July 1. 

(4) Eight fluid ounces was introduced into a well-stoppered green 
flint-glass bottle of 40 fl. oz. capacity and placed on the top shelf of 
the pharmacy, near a window facing north. The stopper was removed 
daily, and the bottle tilted as in the act of pouring. 

This afforded a corroboration of the experiments in (3), the 
losses being about 1 Ce. more, due entirely to the greater loss 
in the first fortnight. 

(5) Two fluid ounces of spiritus etheris nitrosi, B. P., was put 
into a stoppered green-flint Corbyn quart (capacity 50 fl. oz.) and al- 
lowed to remain at rest in the pharmacy, a iittle being abstracted from 
time to time for measurement of the gas. 

The sample was tested on February 16, and 5 Cc. gave 33.6 
Ce. gas; on February 18, 23.8 Ce.; February 20, 20.4 Ce. ; Feb- 
ruary 23, 18.8 Cc.; March 4, 16 Cc.; March 13, 12.7 Cc. ; March 
27, 8 Ce.; and April 30, 0.8 Ce. 

(6) Two fluid ounces of spiritus etheris nitrosi, B. P., was intro- 
duced into a stoppered Winchester (capacity 100 fl. oz.) and allowed to 
remain at rest in the pharmacy, a little being abstracted from time to 
time for measurement of the gas. 

Here, again, the losses corroborated (5). The decrease on 
February 18 was to 20.6 Ce. of gas, on March 27 to 5 Cc., and 
on April 30 to nil. 


Harvey (‘Chemist and Druggist,’ May 25, 1901, page 
834) has shown that when a small quantity of solution of ethyl 
nitrite is put into a bottle and well shaken it loses in some 
cases 80 per cent. of its strength with startling rapidity. The 
authors have found that this loss in the case of* the official 
spirit does not go on indefinitely. The very slight progressive 
diminution in strength shown by some of the samples kept 
under observation led them to the conclusion that, except 
when exposed to direct sunlight, very slight loss takes place 
after the superincumbent air has become saturated with the 
vapor, until fresh air is admitted into the bottle. Thus, some 
stock spirit was tested on December 3, 1900, and standardized 
to yield seven times its volume of gas. On May 17 this was 
tested, the bottle being one-third full. 5 Cc. yielded 17.6 Cc. 
gas. After being well shaken for five minutes 5 Cc. yielded 
17.8 Ce. gas. Another sample tested in the same way gave 13 
Ce.. gas before agitation, and 12.6 Ce. afterward. 

Harvey stated that the destructive action of direct sun- 
light upon the spirit may be prevented by keeping it in amber- 
colored glass bottles, as directed in the United States Pharma- 
copoeia. The authors put this statement to the test, and found 
that diffused light, however bright, has no chemical action on 
the spirit, but that exposure to direct sunlight is fatal. The 
observation by Harvey that amber-colored glass affords per- 
fect protection to the spirit in all circumstances was con- 
firmed. 





ESTIMATION OF PHENOL WHEN MIXED 
WITH RESINOUS SUBSTANCES. 


By Joun C. THRESH, M.D., D.Sc., Etc. 


A little time ago the author desired to estimate the amount 
of phenol in samples of carbolized gauze, in which the phenol 
is “fixed” by aid of resin. A gauze which was said to con- 
tain 5 per cent. of phenol, when examined by the usual process, 
gave results which were not concordant and varied from 1.5 
to 2 per cent. The usual process, described in Allen’s ‘‘ Com- 
mercial Organic Analysis,” consists in dissolving out the phenol 
and other substances with ether, shaking the solution obtained 
with dilute alkali, liberating the phenol by acid and taking up 
with ether, ete. Upon mixing phenol with resin and trying 
this process, It was found to be useless for the purpose. 

After numerous experiments the author devised the fol- 
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lowing simple process, which gave very concordant and accu- 
rate results: 

“The gauze, about 20 grammes, was placed in a flask capa- 
ble of holding about 700 Cc. of water, and 500 Cc. of water 
acidulated with hydrochloric acid added, and a few fragments 
of granulated zinc. Heat was applied and about 300 Ce. dis- 
tilled over slowly. This practically contains the whole of the 
phenol, and it can be readily determined by the bromine 
process.” 

The zine enables the boiling to be carried on steadily, and 
the gas bubbles, with a little manipulation, keep the gauze 
from matting together. 

When testing the method the author mixed various quan- 
tities of phenol with an alcoholic solution of resin, poured 
the mixture upon some clean gauze, dried rapidly by shaking 
for a minute in warm air, and then introduced it into the 
flask. Tho results obtained were: 


Calculated percentage of Amount of phenol 
phenol in gauze. found. 
6.0 5.88 
6.0 5.64 
4.0 3.75 


There is undoubtedly a little loss of phenol in the drying 
of the gauze. This is well known by the manufacturers, and 
an access to phenol is added in order to insure the full per- 
centage in the finished product. The samples certified to 
contain 5 per cent. by the manufacturers gave the following 
results: (a) 4.70, (b) 4.91, (@) 4.96, and (d) 4.86. It was found 
that the gauze in the center of each packet usually gave'‘a 
little higher results than that from the outside, the loss being, 
no doubt, due to evaporation. The following results were 
obtained from various parcels: 


Outside. Inside. Outside. Inside. 
aa eer ree 4.83 Oe ree 4.90 
5 AU sr 4.93 Ob, (MOU Rk a 605-5: shun om ee a 4.96 
BaP Met Oils wtewe cele’ xe seed 4.90 AD ME reek a 0:6 0k de v0 


No. 4 seems to indicate that the diffusion of the phenol 
through the gauze is not absolutely uniform. By passing a 
current of steam through the gauze inclosed in a glass tube 
and condensing the vapor fairly good results are obtained, 
but the process is neither so simple nor so satisfactory as the 
one described. The presence of resin does not affect the re- 
sults, as the resin gives off no volatile matter combining with 
bromine. An aqueous infusion of resin, on the other hand, 
does decolorize a small quantity of bromine. 





A New Sweetening Agent—An English patent 
(Pharm. Centralhalle, xlii, 15, 234) describes an am- 
monium derivative of phenyl dimethanoyl sulphonimide 
(anhydride of benzoic acid sulphamide) with the con- 
stitutional formula of 


ONH. 
CH 
SO, 


The product is said to be sweeter than saccharin, and 
less toxic than the latter. 


The Phosphoric Acid Ester of Quinine has been pre- 
pared by a German chemical house by the action of phos- 
phorus oxychloride on quinine. The product is sparely 
soluble in water, alcohol and ether, more easily in chloro- 
form. It readily forms salts with dilute acids and melts. 
at 260 degrees C.—Pharm. Centralhalle, xlii, 15, 235. 


Euguform is a fine, almost odorless, grayish-white 
powder, which is obtained by the action of formaldehyde 
upon guaiacol. It is recommended especially for dust- 
ing wounds, etc., in children when the injuries are so 
located as to be subjected to wetting, for it prevents the 
occurrence of eczema.—Deutsche med. Wochenschr., 
IQOI, page 329. 


Cuprargol is a copper-protein preparation which, ac- 
cording to’ Emmert (Schweiz. Corresp. Bl., 1901, No. 9) 
does not possess the manifold virtues of protargol, but 
is a very good astringent and antiphlogistic. It has 
given good results in eye diseases in the form of I to 5 
per cent. solutions. 


NH 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Bolletino Chimico Farmaceutico, May. 


Some Incompatibilities of Exalgine. By Dr. Lino 
Collavo.—The author found that the liquefaction which 
takes place when exalgine and salicylic acid are mixed to- 
gether is due to a purely physical cause—namely, to ab- 
sorption of water from the air in which the mixture is 
kept. No chemical reaction takes place, and from the 
mixture pure salicylic acid and pure exalgine may be sep- 
arated. The same facts are observed in mixtures of ex- 
algine and menthol and exalgine with salol. No chemical 
reaction takes place, and no deliquescence is noted unless 
the temperature be 28 degrees or 29 degrees C. With 
chloral hydrate and with resorcin there is also a deliques- 
cence, but in the case of chloral there is a chemical change, 
producing an unstable compound which is easily decom- 
posed in watery solutions, if left standing at ordinary tem- 
peratures. With resorcin there is probably no chemigal 
reaction. 

Pharmaceutische Centralhalle. 


Contribution to the Examination and Assaying of 
Homeopathic Mother-Tinctures. By Dr. J. Katz.—An 
account of the methods of testing and comparing the 
strengths of homeeopathic tinctures.—(May 9 and 16.) 


Test for Indican in Urine Containing Iodine. By Dr. 
Wilhelm Kollo.kKuehne described a process for detect- 
ing the presence of indican in urine which contains iodine. 
He recommended the use of Jaffe’s or Obermayer’s 
method in such urines, but if the indican reaction is in- 
terfered with by the presence of iodine the latter is re- 
moved by adding to the liquid a drop of a ten pes cent. 
sodium thin sulphate solution. The latter combines with 
the iodine, and the indican reaction then takes place dis- 
tinctly. The author states that he had used this method 
for two years before it was published by Kuehne, and that 
he also discovered it independently. He described it in a 
book on urinalysis which he wrote with Altan. If with 
Jaffe’s reaction for indican one obtain a violet color, show- 
ing the presence of iodine, the supranatant fluid is de- 
canted, the chloroform washed twice with distilled water, 
and the latter decanted each time, and then shaken with 
equal parts of a three or five per cent. solution of sodium 
thiosulphate, taking care to shake gently so as to avoid 
the formation of an emulsion. The salt combines with 
the iodine and removes the latter, from the chloroform, 
so that the indican reaction appears distinctly.—(May 
16. ) 


An African Hair Dye. By Dr. C. Bedall—Under 
this label there is in the market a hair dye which consists 
of two bottles, one of these is filled with a colorless, clear 
fluid, the other with a reddish-brown fluid. After using 
this dye there was immediately a marked swelling of the 
face, the formation of small blisters on the forehead and 
neck, as well as on the face. On the following day there 
were febrile symptoms, and an enormous cedema of the 
eyelids, so that the eyes could not be opened for two days. 
The symptoms grew worse until the fourth day, when they 
began to decline. Medico-legal investigation showed 
that the dye was composed as follows: The reddish-brown 
fluid was of an alkaline reaction, and did not show the 
presence of any inorganic substance. The clear fluid 


proved to be hydrogen dioxide. The dark fluid was 
identified as paraphenylendiamine, a poisonous substance 
which has been sold under various names for cosmetic 


purposes.—( May 23.) 


The Composition of the Fruit of Esculus Hippocas- 
taneum. By Dr. E. Laves.—Recent patents recommend 
the use of the horse-chestnut for technical and nutritive 
purposes, and it is therefore of interest to know the com- 
position of this fruit. The author found that in one hun- 
dred parts of the fruit there are 9.4 parts of water, 4.6 
parts of glucose in the free state, 45.0 parts of glucose ex- 
isting in the glucosides, 0.78 parts of nitrogen, 1.1 part of 
tannin, 6.0 parts of tannin precipitated with lead acetate, 
36.0 parts of glucosides (crude saponin), precipitated 
with ammonia and lead acetate, 33.0 parts of other gluco- 
sides, 6.0 parts of fat in the form of a yellow oil free from 
lecithin and 4.0 parts of a.resin of intensely bitter taste, 
phenol-like, and strongly reducing copper.—( May 30.) 


Pharmaceutische Post, May. 


Syphons for Poisonous Liquids. By A. Gawalowski. 
—A syphon for poisonous liquids or for very corrosive 
substances has for a long time been in use when it is nec- 
sary to fill small bottles from large receptacles containing 
poisonous, especially fuming, fluids. The author de- 
scribes various devices that have been invented for this 


purpose. 


The Gravipetroscope as an Evaporometer. By A. 
Gawalowski.—Various forms of apparatus are used to 
determine the percentage of water which a substance loses 
by evaporation. Wild’s atmometer is one of the most con- 
venient of these. In a chamber at the lower part of the 
apparatus there is a piece of calcium chloride, and above it 
there is placed a scale whose pan serves to receive the 
fluid to be weighed. If, in addition to the volume and 
weight of the fluid, one also knows the area of the pan, 
one can not only calculate the weight and volume of liquid 
evaporated within a certain time, but also determine the 
percentage of surface evaporation. Accurate observa- 
tions also require comparison of the existing barometric 
pressure, temperature and tension of water vapor. The 
author’s gravimetroscope can also be used as an evapo- 
rometer. These instruments can be obtained of A. 
Kreidl, in Prague. 


A.New Method of Testing Saccharine was described 
by Gluecksmann at the recent meeting of the Allgemeiner 
Oesterreicher Apotheker Verein. In order to show the 
presence of the chief impurity of saccharine, parasyl- 
phaminbenzoic acid, he uses a method based on acidimetric 
estimation. Both saccharine and the para-acid may be con- 
verted by the addition of alkalies to sulphaminpotassium- 
benzoate of the same molecular weight, although these 
two substances have originally different molecular 
weights. Hence the commercial saccharines are probably 
nothing but mixtures of these two substances. One 
gramme of saccharine requires for neutralization 54.6 Cc., 
and one gramme of para-acid requires 49.7 Cc. of deci- 
normal acidimetric solution. From the amount of fluid 
thus used for neutralization (c) the percentage of sac- 
charine (p) is calculated from the following formula: 


p= ert cé~ 100G in which G stands for the absolute 
0.0018 c 


weight of the titrated saccharine. “The most_convenient 
quantity to be taken for this purpose is G=3 or 5 
grammes of saccharine, free from ash and from moisture. 
This quantity is dissolved in about thirty times the amount 
of pure neutral alcohol and titrated with phenolphthalein 
as indicator.—(May 5.) 























General Principles in Editing the Pharmacopaia. Re- 
ports of the Pharmaéopoeal Committees of the Allge- 
meiner Osterrreichischer Apothekerverein and the Oester- 
reichischer Pharmaceutische Gesellschaft in Vienna.—The 
chief aim should be to obtain a perfectly clear and pre- 
cise guide for the pharmacist. In the work of revision all 
suggestions that are received by the commission should be 
carefully considered, and all misstatements that have crept 
into the old edition should be corrected. The present 
committee believes that the addition of formulas for cer- 
tain unofficial preparations to the Pharmacopceia is not 
advisable, and that all the articles included in the Phar- 
macopeeia should be required to be kept on hand in every 
pharmacy without exception. As regards certain ar- 
ticles which are sold over the counter, it is not advisable 
to publish set formulas for them because their composi- 
tion and preparation varies with the local demands. All 
such formulz should be kept where they belong,—in a for- 
mulary for non-official preparations published by the na- 
tional pharmaceutical societies. 

As regards the text of the book, the committee recom- 
mend that the Latin language be used in the next edition 
of the Austrian Pharmacopeeia. In the nomenclature the 
scientific names of the various substances shall be used, 
but names that are too long should be avoided. In addi- 
tion to the special tests for chemicals, the reactions with 
group-reagents should be given. The admission of a gen- 
eral alkaloidal reagent is strongly recommended. The 
qualitative tests should be performed with solutions of 
prescribed percentage and vague expressions such as 
* slightly turbid,” “ opalescent,” etc., are to be avoided as 
far as possible. In quantitative tests the limit of varia- 
tion, minimum and maximum, should be given. In the 
description of drugs the specific diagnostic feature of 
each should be printed in italics, so as to facilitate dis- 
tinctions between similar drugs. The microscopic fea- 
tures should only be given where they are necessary for 
positive distinction. The methods of assay of the impor- 
tant drugs should be such as do not require complicated 
apparatus nor a too great quantity of material. in the de- 
scriptions pertaining to the methods of preparation ot 
galenicals, all the conditions essential to the successful 
preparation should be mentioned. No quantitative re- 
quirement should be placed upon any galenical unless the 
corresponding requirements exist for the material which 
is used in its preparation.—( May 19.) 


Pharmaceutische Zeitung. 


The Constitution of Some Compounds of Mercury 
that Are Important in Pharmacy. By Dr. Otto Dimiroth. 
The author confines himself to the discussion of the mer- 
curi¢ compounds that have been used of late in medicine. 
He divides them into two groups, the first including salts 
which give mercuric oxide on the addition of sodium hy- 
drate, and the second salts which do not give this reac- 
tion. The former includes the ordinary mercuric salts, 
such as the chloride, the sulphate and the nitrate, and the 
mercuric salts of the common organic acids. In the sec- 
ond group there is a series of well-known compounds 
which may be called complex mercuric salts, such as mer- 
curic-potassium-iodide, mercuric-sodium-sulphite, and 
several others of like character. In addition there are in 
this group the ammonium compounds of mercury (white 
precipitate) and the compound of mercury and aniline,— 
mercuranilin, and also mercuric formamidate, mercuric 
and cyanide. In another group of compounds of the same 
class the mercury is combined with carbon such as in mer- 
curic phenolate, mercuric salicylate, and others. The au- 
thor found that aromatic compounds of mercury may be 
easily obtained by heating aromatic substances with mer- 
curic salts, particularly with the acetate or nitrate; thus, 
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with benzol and mercuric acetate, phenyl mercuricacetate 
may be obtained. With toluol and mercuric acetate he 
obtained toluol-mercuricacetate. He also found that mer- 
curic phenolate was a mixture of the oxides of three com- 
pounds—namely, —_ortho-oxyphenyl-mercuric-chloride, 
para-oxyphenyl-mercuric-chloride, and oxyphenylendi- 
mercuric-chloride. If we regard mercuric phenolate as a 
compound of mercury and carbon its strange behavior to- 
ward reagents, its resistance against alkalis and acids, 
against sulphureted hydrogen and ammonuim sulphide, is 
explained. In the same manner, mercuric thymolo-ace- 
tate is to be regarded as thymol in which two atoms of 
hydrogen in the benzol ring have been replaced by the re- 
mainder,—Hg Co,CH,. The same holds good for resor- 
The mer- 
curic salicylate which is official in the German Pharma- 
copeeia is in reality mercur-salicylic acid and differs in 
many respects from the true natural salicylate. The 
change in nomenclature suggested by this fact should be 
adopted also as regards the phenolate and other organic 
compounds of mercury. “ Asterol” and “ hydrargyrol ” 
are compounds of paraphenolsulphonic acid. The for- 
mer is a double salt of hydrargurol with ammonium tar- 
tarate, and both are sold as disinfectants ——( May 1.) 


The Preparation of Liquor Cresoli Saponatus. By 
O. Schmattola—The German Pharmacopceia prescribes 
that in preparing saponated solution of cresol, potassium 
soap be melted on the water-bath and the soft soap then 
dissolved in the cresol. In making this solution on a large 
scale it is cheaper to prepare the soap freshly and to add 
th: cresol before it becomes hard. A very small amount 
of cresol suffices to make the soap perfectly liquid, so that 
the warm solution can be added to the rest of the cresol. 
It is not even necessary to complete the saponification be- 
fore dissolving the soap. The linseed oil is boiled with 
lye of moderate strength (15 degrees of the German 
scale) until the mixture begins to foam, and until a sam- 
ple gives a clear solution with equal parts of cresol. The 
addition of alcohol to the soap is unnecessary. The un- 
finished potassium soap is allowed to stand mixed with 
the cresol for a day or two, and shaken until a sample 
gives a clear soiution with distilled water—(May 4.) 


The Examination of Meat in Cases of Meat Poison- 
ing. By G. Wesenberg.—As a rule, the poisonous con- 
stituents of these meats cannot be isolated chemically, we 
must rely upon a_ bacteriological examination. This 
should be made only by persons who are properly trained 
in practical bacteriology. In most cases of meat-poison- 
ing the meat came from diseased, septic, animals. In 
these cases there were usually microbes of the bacillus 
type in the meat, and the animals were known to have 
been infected with these germs during life, so that the 
meat poisoning was due to germs transmitted directly 
from the animal to the consumer. In other cases the 
germs were introduced into the meat accidentally, after 
the death of the animal. Flies may infect the meat with 
bacteria, if it is allowed to remain exposed. The intes- 
tines used in making the coverings of sausages are also a 
great source of infection. Boiling or roasting prevents 
putrefaction by destroying the germs, but the opinions of 
various observers differ as to the effect of smoking and 
salting on meat, as regards its preservation and the avoid- 
ance of meat poisoning. Salting, however, certainly in- 
hibits the growth of germs, and probably dissolves some 
of the meat poisons. Smoking and drying is generally 
regarded as a good way of destroying germs, but the 
bacillus of tuberculosis is not destroyed thereby, nor is its 
infectious character weakened. Meat should be sub- 
jected to a bacteriologic examination twenty-four hours 
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after slaughtering, whether the animal was known to be 
healthy or not.—( May 29.) 


The Histochemistry of Black Hellebore. . By Dr. Carl 
Rundquist.—Black Hellebore contains a principal gluco- 
side, helleborein, and another glucoside, helleborin, which 
occurs only in small quantities in the plant. Both gluco- 
sides are soluble in sulphuric acid, the former with a 
brownish-red color which turns to violet, the latter with a 
bright red color. In microchemical work the violet color 
is very characteristic, and is a means of distinguishing the 
presence of helleborein. The author examined sections 
of black hellebore from both fresh and dried material, 
using sulphuric acid diluted with from one-half to two- 
thirds of its volume of water. He found that the subter- 
ranean parts of the plant are much richer in helleborein 
than those which- project over the surface of the ground. 
The change of color was found to occur only in the starch- 
bearing parenchyma cells, not in the cell membranes, 
showing that the latter were free from glucoside. In 
the epidermis and in the vascular bundles no glucoside was 
found. The maximum amount of glucoside was found in 
the inner layers of the root, diminishing toward the point. 
In the lower part of the stem the distribution of glucoside 
was identical with that cbtaining in the root. The amount 
of glucoside diminishes. as one ascends the stem, and the 
center of localization is displaced gradually as one goes 
up, from the inner layers to the outer, so that at the ends 
of the stems and in the leaf-stems the glucoside is found 
immediately beneath the epidermis. In the leaves it is 
found only in the epidermis. The formation of the glu- 
cosides is only possible in the presence of light, and is ab- 
sent if the leaves be kept in darkness. The examination 
of a sample of the root which had been kept for ten years 
showed that it had lost all its glucoside. <The hybrid spe- 
cies, which is called by German gardeners “ Christrose,” 
also contains these glucosides, and may therefore be used 
in pharmacy.—( May 29.) 


Repertoire De Pharmacie, June 10, 1903. 


Araucaria Rulei, F. V. Mueller, A Plant of New 
Caledonia; The Composition and Uses of its Gum Resin. 
By Edouard Heckel.—Ten years ago the author showed 
that various species of Araucaria exude not a gum resin, 
but an oleo-gum-resin similar to that of Acacia. In the 
various species of this plant the composition of the oleo- 
gum-resin is always uniform qualitatively, but differs as 
to the proportion of one or another element. Moreover, 
the volatile oils vary in each species, and the exudates 
differ in physical properties. The author received from 
New Caledonia three samples of the solid gum-resin of 
A. Rulei, which differed in external characteristics. The 
amount of resin varied between 43 and 53 per cent., that 
of gum between 34 and 42 per cent. The New Cale- 
donian species of Araucarcia (A. Cookii and A. Rulei) 
ean therefore be regarded as sources of supply for gum 
for European industry. The oleoresin may also be used 
as carriage varnish, and gives a coat that never cracks. 
It is cheaper and better than copal. 


Drugs and Oxydases. By P. Carles.—In 1900 Bour- 
quelot published a paper on the changes which medicinal 
substances undergo thorough oxidation, and showed that 
these changes are due to the presence of oxydases. Bour- 
quelot divides oxydases into three or four distinct groups. 
Some of these are found in vegetable drugs, and even in 
animal secretions. In some vegetable substances they 
disappear by desiccation, in others they remain after dry- 
ing. In the latter class are the gums, myrrh, incense and 
most seeds. Alcohol in the strength of 50 per cent. does 
not paralyze their action, but heating to 100 degrees C. 
sterilizes them. Physicians should know this, so as to 
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avoid mixing gums, etc., with phenol derivatives, for ex- 
ample. The pharmacopceias should also direct to have 
the alcoholic solutions of resins made in boiling alcohol, 
so as to sterilize the oxydases. Some oxydases are, how- 
ever, considered as beneficial, and the difficulty is to dis- 
tinguish these from those that injure drugs. The alco- 
holic preparations of cola, for instance, without doubt 
undergo changes due to oxidation—there is in a short 
time a decomposition of the caffein. In preparing ex- 
tracts, etc., with boiling alcohol, we must be sure that the 
high temperature of the menstruum does not injure the 
preparation in some way. 


Permanent Ointments with Insoluble Active Con- 
stituents and Petrolatum Bases. By Ed.Crouzel—A short 
time after the preparation of the following ointments 
with petroleum bases there is a separation of the ingre- 
dients as attested by the presence of grayules: calomel, 
mercuric biniodide, red and yellow precipitates, lead 
iodide, boric acid, and other insoluble mineral substances. 
This physical phenomenon may be explained by the dif- 
ference in density which exists between petrolatum and 
the mineral substances in question. In order to increase 
the density of the medium, the author suggests the addi- 
tion of twenty per cent. of hard paraffine. Such oint- 
ments do not become liquid in summer, and only melt on 
prolonged contact with the warm skin when they are 
rubbed in. The advantages of his modification are espe- 
cially noteworthy in eye diseases. ‘They are more easily 
applied to the cornea or to the eyelids than ointments that 
melt more readily. Some oculists for the same purpose 
add lanoline to the petrolatum, but this substance is not so 
unalterable as paraffine, becomes yellow and resinous on 
contact with air, and therefore the author’s method is to 
be preferred. 

Pharmaceutical Journal, August. 


Note.—In this department of the AMERICAN Druc- 
cist for August 12 the items on page 83, headed Assay 
Process for Ex. Cinchonae Liquidum and Electro Chem- 
ical Industry, belong properly among the articles ab- 
stracted from the Pharmaceutical Journal, instead of the 
Pharmaceutical Era, to which journal they were inad- 
vertently credited. 


Professor Elie Metchnikoff: An Appreciation. By 
an English Pharmacist in Paris —Professor Metchnikoff, 
whose researches on the function of the leucocytes are 
well known to the majority of our readers, has been 
awarded a prize of 50,000 francs by the Académie de 
Sciences, a circumstance which has prompted the writer 
to give some particulars of his career and life work. 
Professor Elie Metchnikoff was born in Russia in 1845, 
commenced his studies there and became Professor of 
the University of Odessa. He then went to Germany to 
continue his studies and finally removed to Paris at the 
urgent request of his admirer and friend, Pasteur, and 
at the foundation of the Pasteur Institute took up the post 
of Chef-de-Service. Professor Metchnikoff has done 
more than any other living mortal to tackle that intri- 
cate problem, “ life,” and help to prolong it by seeking 
the means to combat the causes which bring about the 
decay of certain organs of the human body. By a series 
of scientific operations he has already made remarkable 
progress toward the discovery of serums which impart 
in a marked degree to different organs of the body the 
power to defend themselves against the attacks of dis- 
ease. This “appreciation” reviews the theory of 
leucocytosis advanced by Metchnikoff, and the article 
is embellished with portraits of Metchnikoff and Du- 
jardin Beaumetz. 


On Keeping Chemists’ Accounts. 


By E. C. S. Tay- 
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lor.—This is a continued article describing a system of 
bookkeeping for druggists, the opening installment of 
which relates to the keeping of the cash book. 


Conference Papers—The papers communicated at 
the Dublin meeting of the British Pharmaceutical Con- 
ference are printed in this issue, and as a majority of 
these will be either printed in full in the AMERICAN 
DRruGGIST, or summarized, we refrain from reviewing 
them in this department. 


Pharmaceutical Era, August. 


Show Window Advertising. By Dwight Darling. — 
The author considers the show window the most power- 
ful medium for gaining publicity, but is of opinion that 
many druggists spend too much time on their window 
displays. He has found that a simple display taking 
less than thirty minutes to arrange will sell as many goods 
as one taking several hours. The most important thing 
to be regarded with reference to a good window display 
is that it should be made up of a number of articles of 
the same kind or class. A card giving the price and a 
few words about the article should accompany the dis- 
play. There are many things in the way of sundries 
that retailers in the smaller towns can display to ad- 
vantage. The author recently bought two dozen of small 
mirrors. He put them in the window and priced them 
at “ 25 Cents For One Week.” At the end of the week 
he had sold twenty of them. They cost him $2.00 per 
dozen, and it took him about ten minutes to put them in 
the window. Equally good results were obtained with 
articles like whisk brooms, tooth and hair brushes, soaps, 
etc. The price card he refers to as a very important aid 
in selling goods from a window. As to the length of 
time any given display should remain in the window, he 
considers a week fully long enough. If left longer the 
people might get tired of it, or think that the druggist was 
a little behind the times.—( Aug. 8.) 


How to Make the Drug Store Pay. By Charles F. 
Pfister.—After a column or more of the usual general- 
ties, the author summarizes his advice as follows: (1) 
Attract customers through window displays, cleanliness 
and well lighted stores; (2) keep customers by courteous 
treatment and prompt attention; (3) keep your stock up 
to date; (4) deal with more than one wholesale drug 
house; (5) buy in quantity lots, by combining with 
friends; (6) discount bills; (7) attend strictly to busi- 
ness.— (Aug. 8.) 


Accumulation of Old Stock. By J. T. Pepper—The 
author refers to the gradual manner in which stock col- 
lects and becomes unsalable, or at least depreciated in 
value. The chief source of loss is the stock composed of 
patent medicines and sundries. He advises putting the 
old goods to the front and making it an object to get rid 
of these first, even if the price has to be cut to do it— 
(Aug. 15.) 

How to Make a Drug Store Pay? By P. A. Lignell. 
—An interrogation mark at the end of the title is a nov- 
elty in this series, which is refreshing, even though its ap- 
pearance may be objected to by some on grammatical 
grounds. The author traverses old and familiar ground, 
advising his readers to buy in quantity and sell for cash; 
to study economy and instead of hiring a first-class head 
clerk be one’s own head clerk and devote fifteen hours a 
day to the store. The treatment of physicians is a ques- 
tion on which, he says, a great many stumble. It is 
either one extreme or the other; either pandering to one 
exclusive of all others or bidding defiance to all by of- 
fensive counter prescribing. The middle course is the 
best. Treat all alike and sell them goods at absolute cost. 
In regard to advertising the author recommends the use 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 119 


of the daily newspapers, pamphlets, booklets, etc., only 
if the druggist has the knack of advertisement writ- 
ing. If he lacks this knack he had better spend his money 
on beautifying the store, window dressing, illumination 
and good help.—(Aug. 15.) 

A Profitable Side Line in Small Towns. By Ben G. 
Jones.—This refers to the sale of optical goods. The 
author says that spectacles lead first in profit and quick 
sale, and “any druggist can with a little ‘ posting’ be 
able to fit any simple case of presby opia, hyper metropia 
or myopis as well as the average oculist. Regarding the 
instruments in use for testing eyes he says the optometer 
is as cheap and simple as any and will answer the purpose 
very well until a better one can be afforded. It will test 
for presby opia or old sight, and myopia or near sight. 
In testing for hypermetropia Snellen’s distance test type 
is very satisfactory. Both optometer and test type may 
be obtained from any optical house, the former costing 
from 35 to 50 cents, and the latter 15 cents. Profits run 
from 200 to 500 per cent. Cameras, telescopes, micro- 
scopes, etc., are included under the head of optical side 
lines and are profitable in certain places.—(Aug. 15.) 

Emergencies in the Drug Store, and How to Treat 
Them. By B. K. Van Naten, M.D.—This is the sub- 
stance of a paper read before the graduating class of the 
School of Pharmacy of the University of Michigan, 
which describes first aid treatment of persons suffering 
from shock or poisoning. In a preliminary paragraph 
he gives some sensible advice in regard to the exercise of 
presence of mind on the part of the druggist, when a pa- 
tient is carried into the store followed by the usual 
crowd. He should first clear the store, insisting upon the 
crowd leaving. If help is wanted send for a doctor. 
Tell him what you have done, and then freely and en- 
tirely turn the case over to him. The symptoms of 
fainting, shock, heat exhaustion, apoplexy, drowning, 
wounds, hemorrhage and poisoning are described in 
turn, and the immediate and appropriate treatment for 
each condition is set forth briefly but sufficiently —(Aug. 
15.) 

Fs Bulletin of Pharmacy, August. 

Syrup of Tolu. By Frank B. Styles——The author 
deviates from the pharmacopeeial directions to the extent 
of dissolving the balsam in the alcohol by agitation and 
without heat. When the solution of balsam is effected 
it is poured on a portion of powdered sugar and precip- 
itated calcium phosphate, which is contained in a large 
mortar. The mortar is allowed to stand in a warm 
place with occasional stirring until the alcohol has evap- 
orated. After a fine, dry and dusty powder is obtained 
600 Ce. of water are added, and the mixture prepared for 
percolation through cut loaf sugar. The author de- 
scribes a “ sponge trick.” A small bleached reef sponge 
is selected, and after being wetted and wrung out as dry 
as possible is compressed to a tapering shape by winding 
a piece of string around it. Grasping the sponge firmly 
near its base between the thumb and fingers of the left 
hand with the right hand the string is wound around the 
sponge in close spiral formation, working toward the apex 
and compressing the sponge meanwhile. After winding a 
short end of the string should be hanging loose. Now 
while holding the percolator with the right hand, with 
the left insert the sponge into the neck of the percolator, 
allowing the loose end of the string from the apex of the 
sponge to pass down and out of the neck. The string 
can then be seized with the right hand, and at the same 
time the left hand can grasp the apex of the sponge, 
whereupon by careful manipulation the sponge may be 
placed exactly where it is wanted. The string is un- 
wound by reverse movement, and the sponge left in the 


desired position. (To be continued.) 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Clear Mucilage of Tragacanth.— McG. asks us 
to state how a heavy mucilage of tragacanth, about the 
strength of 100 grains to the pint, can be made of a trans- 
lucent appearance, bright and clear and free from the 
dingy look that characterizes the article he is now mak- 
ing. He says he uses a powdered gum, reasonably white, 
and what seems to him of a fairly good quality, but the 
mucilage prepared from it has a dark, dirty appearance. 

The translucency and clearness of mucilage of traga- 
canth depends a good deal upon the quality of the gum 
employed. The ordinary powdered tragacanth of the 
market will not give good results, it being usually ground 
from the cheaper sorts of Turkey gum, and if a really 
satisfactory article is desired the powder of Aleppo gum 
should be used. This costs a little more, but the results 
usually justify the expense. We should, indeed, recom- 
mend our correspondent to procure the powder of Aleppo 
No. 1 tragacanth, when, we feel certain, satisfaction will 
follow. Then as to the proportion of gum to water it is 
difficult to make a heavier mucilage than he now makes. 
We even think he would get better results by slightly re- 
ducing the amount of tragacanth to, say 96 grains of 
tragacanth to the pint instead of 100 grains. The muci- 
lage is best made, too, by first incorporating the pow- 
dered tragacanth with a little alcohol before adding the 
water—three drachms of alcohol to the pint of finished 
mucilage will be found sufficient. The tragacanth should 
be placed in a dry bottle and the alcohol poured on top; 
after mixing, add enough water to make 16 ounces and 
shake immediately. The object of adding the alcohol is 
to facilitate the quick production of the mucilage, while 
it also acts as a preservative. 

What Would You Dispense for This ?— 
“Orange” submits a prescription of which the follow- 
ing is a fac-simile reproduction, and asks us to comment 
on it. The puzzling part of the prescription to our cor- 
respondent is the first ingredient, which he says has been 
variously interpreted as “ calamine,” “alumine,” “ atro- 
pine,” etc. The prescription: 


ere. AUG 7 Iyvl 


M Ay Se Ae 


We would like to have the opinion of our readers as 
to the proper reading of the first ingredient named in this 
prescription, and we shall be glad to publish any replies 


that may be received in the next issue of the AMERICAN 
Druacist. 


“Solid Formaldehyde.”— In reference to the 
query of F. W. B. printed in the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
for July 22, page 54, William Polack, of 137 Throop Av- 
enue, Brooklyn, writes as follows: “ Formaldehyde may 
be solidified by incorporating it with powdered castile 
soap, and it may be made stronger than 40 per cent. The 
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addition of a little glycerin will keep the mass for a long 
time.” 

Our correspondent appears to overlook the fact that 
the commercial preparations of formaldehyde are not 
stronger than 40 per cent., and while it is possible to make 
a mass of the kind proposed of a strength exceeding 40 
per cent. of a 40 per cent. solution, it will not actually 
contain 40 per cent. of formaldehyde. 

A Complicated Reaction.—Prof. J. M. Good 
has had the following prescription submitted to him for 
criticism in the Meyer Brothers’ Druggist, and his reply 
is given in the August number of that journal, as fol- 
lows: 
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Fortunately the compounder is not directed to ** make a so- 
lution.” The alcohol will dissolve about one-half of the qui- 
nine and a few grains only of the potassium bromide. Fowler’s 
solution and tincture of iron are incompatible. These observa- 
tions condemn the prescription. 

There is more to condemn in this prescription than 
has been noted by Professor Good, who has evidently ar- 
rived at a hasty decision in the matter, for he says noth- 
ing about the probable interaction of the quinine and po- 
tassium bromide, not to mention the apparent incompati- 
bility of the tincture of ferric chloride and the potassium 
bromide, with liberation of bromine. The arsenical so- 
lution difficulty might be obviated by using acid solution 
of arsenic. 

Typewriter Copying Ink—S. P. L. A’ recent 
publication gives the following ingredients as the com- 
position of typewriter copying ink: 
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Aniline dye, a sufficient quantity. 

Dissolve the soap in the water and glycerin with the 
aid of heat ; dissolve the aniline dye of any desired shade 
in the alcohol and mix the two solutions. If the ink is 
too soft add more sap. 

Palatable Mixture of Creosote.—B. M. D. re- 
quests a formula for an elixir or palatable mixture (not 
emulsion) that will mass the odor and taste of creosote 
in the strength of I minim of creosote to the drachm of 
finished mixture. 

Such a mixture is furnished by the formula for Creo- 
sote Mixture of the Philadelphia Hospital, which is as fol- 
lows: 

Creoste 
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The Study of Engineering Chemistry. — H. 
L. R. writes: ““ What text books would it be most advan- 
tageous for a pharmaceutical chemist to study with the 
idea of becoming a chemical engineer? ” ‘ 

We have referred this inquiry to several authorities 
on chemistry and metallurgy, who kindly name the fol- 
lowing books: Stillman’s “ Engineering Chemistry,” 
Chemical Publishing Co., Easton, Pa. ($4.50) ; Phillips’ 
“ Engineering Chemistry,” D. Van Nostrand, 23 Murray 
street, New York ($4.00). 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


FIND THE FAULT. 


HOSE who have been advertising to some extent for 

some time, and who are unable to see results from 

their effort, should lose no time in finding out where the 

trouble lies. As a rule there is some definite reason why 
results are not secured. 

Returns from advertising are not quite as certain as 
the returns of the seasons, but any man who advertises 
at all adequately for a year should be able to see that he 
is making an impression. If he does not see this he may 
well suspect that something'is wrong. Most advertisers 
who fail, fail because they are not systematic and per- 
sistent in their efforts. 

This is the one great cause of disappointment. An- 
other common difffculty is that not enough work is done 
to create an impression. Advertisers have a way of ex- 
pecting too much from too little expenditure. The 


_trouble is often in the choice of mediums. Circulars be- 


ing used when newspapers should be employed, or papers 
used where circulars would do better, or where both 
would do best. The thing is to see to it that you reach 
just the people you are after and that you waste as little 
money as possible on those whom you cannot ex- 
pect to influence. Where the advertising is adequate and 
persistent and the medium such as to cover the field, the 
cause of failure can usually be found nearer home in 
something about the business that repels trade. It does 
not pay to be blind in this matter. I have often been told 
with evident earnestness by druggists that their store 
was the best, best located and most deserving in their 
town, when an examination of the conditions showed that 
something very different was the truth. Most merchants 
underestimate the strength of their competitors and at 
the same time overestimate themselves. This obscures 
the faults of their business, and it often happens that a 
small fault will drive away more business than advertis- 
ing can bring. Those who are poor stock keepers, who 
are careless as to the appearance of their stores, who are 
satisfied with incompetent help, who possess little of the 
art of salesmanship, and who overlook its absence in their 
employees, cannot expect much from advertising. Nine 
times in ten where a man is found who has lost faith in 
advertising, an investigation will show that he has not 
seen to it that conditions for its success were made fa- 
vorable; he has hampered it in some of the ways here 
suggested. 
The Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail druggists’ ad- 
vertisement. The prize is this time awarded to O. E. 
Thomas, Columbia, S. C. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 

EDITOR BUSINESS BUILDING: , 

We are very much interested in your department in the 
AMERICAN DruGGIST. We send you some of our advertising to 
be entered in competition. We use 10 inches three times a 
week in our morning paper and change each week. We use 
cuts once a month. Have often obtained direct results from 
special ads. We do a very profitable drug business, and the 
largest ice cream business in the State. This has clearly dem- 
onstrated to us that a druggist can profitably conduct a side 
line if he will give it his personal. attention. We will from 
time to time send you in some of our work, as we consider you 
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a specialist in drug advertising, one who is most familiar with 
the kind being done by the average retailer in the line. 
QO. E. THOMAS. 
Columbia, S. C. 


The batch of advertising submitted by Mr. Thomas 
was, as a whole, the best for this issue. It consisted of 
newspaper ads, soda booklet, fountain menu, and one or 
two other pieces. As the text of the booklet is apt to be 
of most service to readers, that is reproduced. The book- 
let borrows in a few places from one issued by myself sev- 
eral years ago, but is essentially original and has been 
gotten up in an attractive manner. 

The illustrated newspaper ad is a trifle too general in 


SODA FOUNTAIN SUPERIORITIES.-—We've served the 
best soda hereabouts for several seasons. Our new fountain— 
a wonder of elegance and practicability—is the result of our 
soda serving experience. It is builded along lines which years 
of good soda serving suggested would enable us to dispense 
stiil better soda. 

Pure, full charged, carbonated water is as necessary to good 
soda as pure fruit syrups. Our new carbonating apparatus— 
the only one in the State—manufactures the carbonated water 
only as fast as we use it. Clare-ade 5c.—Our Newest. “‘ Meet 
me at the Fountain.”’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

CLEANLINESS—COLDNESS.—It is always ready, we can 
never be “just out.” It is cooled by the latest perfected 
cooling system, which gets all the cold out of ice and robs it 
of all refrigeration, producing a dry cold—the coldest cold 
known—soda of sparkling freshness and purity. 

Water, absolutely pure, which touches nothing but block tin 
from the time it leaves the carbonating. apparatus till it 
streams into your glass, Is responsible for at least one supe- 
riority of our soda. Claret Phosphate 5c.—Refreshing. ‘* Meet 
me at the Fountain,’’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

GOOD SODA REQUISITES.—The way it’s served; a nice, 
clean, attractive and elegant fountain; attendants with the 
same attributes; a cool, ample, attractive store; and good 
soda. 

These qualities are actualities here. Our superiority in 
these is noticeable. They act as an appetizer. When these 
are missing, soda doesn’t taste as good. These have been 
emphasized here. They form a part of our inducement for 
your soda trade this coming season. Sherry-ade 5c.—De- 
licious. ‘* Meet me at the Fountain,’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

EXAMINE OUR FOUNTAIN.—Good soda should be as pure 
as the taste is good. The qualities that have made this drug 
store a safe drug store are the same which made the BHST 
soda-serving possible here. 

This fountain—the wonder of soda fountain manufacturing 
—ample—beautiful—practical—attractive—unusual, is worth 
seeing. It was built to draw the best soda possible, and it is 
impossible to build another one which could draw any better 
soda. Red Grape Juice 5c.—Unfermented. ‘‘ Meet me at the 
Fountain,’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

KINDS AND COST OF GOOD SODA.—Think of all the 
kinds of drink you ever saw served at a soda fountain and 
your estimate will fall short considerably of the number of 
different kinds served at our fountain. 

Our facilities for dispensing bottled drinks like all mineral 
waters, ginger ale, etc., are unequaled anywhere else in the 
South. Ovr refrigerator with a capacity of 600 pounds of ice 
and constituted to meet the needs suggested by years of good 
soda-serving, is a model of cleanliness and of the art of cool- 
ing. Bottled goods stored in it are kept absolutely dry-cold, 
which means cold that has the least effect on changing the 
character of the goods being cooled. Lime-ade 5c.—Best of 
all. ‘* Meet me at. the Fountain,’’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

MINERAL WATERS, ICES, FANCY DRINKS.—Ice cream 
and ice cream soda—the product of our own facilities. We 
make our own ice cream—that’s why a glass of ice cream 
soda costs only five cents here—it’s why our ice cream soda 
is the best served round-about here. Our equipment for serv- 
ing ice cream is perfect. Charming table service, ample room, 
absolutely the cleanest, coolest and most attractive place in 
the city. Our ice cream is 10 cents. 

We serve no 10 cent drinks. We've worked on the prob- 
lem of serving the best soda until we've solved it to the satis- 
faction of the public both as to price and quality. Sherry, Pis- 
tachio, Victoria Ice Creams.—New and dainty. ‘‘ Meet me 
at the Fountain,”’ Thomas’ Drug Store. 

FOUNTAIN ATTENDANCE.—When properly looked after 
this includes a score of details which have their bearing on 
serving the best soda. 

The attendants at our new fountain understand thoroughly 
all about soda and how to serve it properly. They're quick 
and accommodating. 

Some people like a long glass of soda, others prefer lots of 
“fizz.” Mention your preference to the attendant and you'll 
get just what you wish. 

The arrangement of the fountain accessories—important, 
too—-is here made a work of art. The grotto with multiple 
mirrors in the center of the fountain suggests coolness and 
is really one of its leading attractions. Pineapple Snow 5c. 
“Meet me at the Fountain,” Thomas’ Drug Store. 

SATISFACTORY SERVICE.—Every drink is served right 
up to the top notch. Nothing is omitted in the way of attend- 
ance or ingredients or accessories which can detract from the 
effect of serving soda in the best manner. 

Clean, thin glasses, which when not [In use are placed in 
an automatic washer—away from flies and heat—always 
ready for the best soda-serving, because always clean and 
cool. ‘ Meet me at the Fountain,” Thomas’ Drug Store, 1611 
Main Street, Columbia, S. C. 











The Prize Advertisement. 
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character to be of much value, though such ads are often 
desirable by way of variety. The cuts detract from 
rather than add to the strength of the ad. The effort to 
fit the matter to the cuts is too evident. That is what 
is the matter with the use of cuts as a rule. Any druggist 
will do better to invest what cuts cost in some attractive 
borders and a few fonts of new display type. By this 
means the ads can be given a distinctive character not 
otherwise obtainable. This change would be especially 
desirable in this advertising case. The ad as at present 
set looks commonplace. 
es SF 


IN THE CATSKILLS. 
Thos. D. McElhenie advertises Twilight Park, and 
incidentally his pharmacy, in the Catskills, by means of 
a characteristic folder, one page of which is given to a 
unique wash drawing entitled ‘“‘ How the Cats Kill Time 
in the Catskill Mountains.” This little ad gives a glimpse 
of the pleasures of pharmacy in this idyllic region: 


The very hub and center of the whole district is 
the Twilight Park Pharmacy, where almost any- 
thing may be found from a Seidlitz powder to a 
sun-bonnet. It is the most popular resort in the 
mountains for the ladies, who derive great enjoy- 
ment from “ just snooping arcund the drug store.” 
They always find some nice things, and they have 
the pleasure of picking from a picked stock. New 
features this season will be fine china and burnt 
leather goods bearing pictures of Twilight Park, 
Haines Falls and Rip Van Winkle. These goods 
will be made for the pharmacy only, and not sold 
elsewhere. The best of medicines and the best of 
care in putting them up for those who need them. 

It would make an unwieldy list to tell what we 
have. Come and see, no matter what you want. 
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MORE ARGUMENT DESIRABLE. 


A. W. Preston, Ballard, Wash., submits a number of 
pieces of advertising of fair quality. There is a_chance 
for improvement in the introduction of more argument 
or facts relating to this store in particular. Most of the 
advertising sent by a mere change of name would answer 
equally as well for anybody else. Where this can be 
done a certain vital quality is lacking that should be 
found. The test is one which any merchant can apply 
to his advertising, and if applied, may cause him to dig a 
little deeper into his business for those facts which apply 
to it alone. 

Mr. Preston has a series of cartons of various sizes in 
which he incloses finished prescriptions. This carton 
bears his address only. It might well carry a little talk 
on his prescription department, something of the charac- 
ter of that given in the criticism which next follows. It 
gets favorable mention of the prescription department 
before people at just the time when they are apt to be 
most impressed by it. 

es Fe 
A PRESCRIPTION FOLDER. 

Richardson & Harris, David City, Neb., send a neat 
four-page folder which they inclose with each prescription 
leaving the store. This is a good plan and the folder 
answers its purpose well. It would have been slightly 
more attractive had a uniform style of setting been main- 
tained throughout and had the amount of matter upon the 
pages been more nearly equal. Two of the paragraphs 
are as follows: 

The confidence you have shown by intrusting to us the fill- 
ing of this prescription is greatly appreciated. It is filled just 
as your doctor has directed, and none but the best and purest 
drugs have been used. 





Our charge for filling this prescription is just and reason- 
able, and is based upon the cost of the drugs used in com- 
pounding it. 
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A PLEASING ANNOUNCEMENT. 

David R. Dorn, Cooperstown, N. Y., sends copy of a 
circular prepared to announce his advent in business. It 
is a graceful and forceful little talk that covers the 
ground almost perfectly, and is sure to make a favorable 
impression upon the reader. 

It could have been made more attractive by putting in 
the form of a folder instead of a single sheet, with just a 
sentence on the first page and the body on the third page. 
But matter as good as this is quite sure to get a respectful 
hearing if well printed in any form. 

es SF / 
SUBURBAN ADVERTISING. 
EpiTok BusINESS BUILDING: 

Ours is a town of about 5,000 inhabitants, half of which are 
foreigners. We are about one mile from the city of Wilkes- 
Barre, a city of 50,000. We have no paper here, but the city 
papers have a large circulation. They run a letter every day 
from our town, and I advertise in that column. Costs me 5 
cents a line. I limit my ad to four to six lines per day, chang- 
ing once and sometimes twice a week. What plan would you 
recommend to do the most good for such a limited space. I 
find much to interest me in your department, and any pointers 
would be much appreciated. John Lohmann. 

Edwardsdale, Pa. 

You should be able to get some good from the news- 
paper work, but I am of the opinion that the method is too 
indirect to show noticeable results. Direct advertising 
would be more expensive, but if followed up properly 
would be quite sure to pay more, proportionately, than 
the work you are doing. If you were to compile a list 
of all the families in your town that you could reasonably 
hope to influence and send them a good circular each 
month for a year you would be sure of results. It would 
cost quite a sum, but advertising that pays costs nothing 
in the long run, and I have never known a well conducted 
campaign of this sort to fail. Both the newspaper and 
circular method would be advisable if the business will 
stand it. It is usually well to make a business stand all 
the advertising possible if one is determined to win. 

If the locals only are employed, those you are now 
using are good. You can make them somewhat more dis- 
tinctive by having the printer set the first three or four 
words of each in boldface type. Better change each day. 
Costs no more and does more good. If you wish to repeat 
a subject several days do so, but say something different 
about it each day. 

es Fe 
MODEL CUT-RATE ADS. 

From Jacobs’ Pharrhacy, Atlanta, comes a three-column 
ad that is an excellent example of what such advertising 
should be. A special bargain in rubber goods is displayed 
across the top of three columns. Beneath in single col- 
umns are arranged all the other items. The body of the 
ad is chiefly lists and prices, with here and there brief 
comment to vary the monotony and to emphasize merits 
of some of the items advertised. The ad has the strength 
of simplicity. 




















A New Idea in Night-bells—How it Strikes the Rounder. 
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NEWS OF ASSOCIATIONS. 





PROGRESS OF THE N. A. R. D. 


Arrangements for the Annual Meeting in Buffalo—This Year’s 
Meeting Promises to Be One of Great Importance—Pushing 
the Work of Local Organization. 


As has already been announced, the 1901 convention of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists will be held in Buf- 
falo, N. Y., October 10-12, 1901. The business sessions will all 
be held in the City Convention Hall, including the committee 
meetings. The Convention Hall furnishes ample accommoda- 
tions for all convention purposes, and it is believed there will 
be no other official headquarters, though this matter is still 
in the hands of the local Entertainment Committee. The 
chairman of the committee is H. J. Dimond, 330 Connecticut 
street, Buffalo, to whom all inquiries about accommodations 
should be addressed. 

A circular giving full particulars as to cost of transporta- 
tion, hotel rates and all other needed information will shortly 
be issued and will be furnished by Secretary Thomas V. 
Wooten, 153 La Salle street, Chicago. Next to the organization 
convention the annual meeting of the year 1901 will be the 
most important event in the history of the N. A. R. D. A 
great many delegates have already been appointed, and it is 
likely that the attendance will outnumber many times the 
attendance at any past meeting. 


WORK OF ORGANIZING BEING VIGOROUSLY PUSHED, 


In January last the Executive Committee of the N. A. R. D. 
authorized Secretary Wooter to begin at once the work of 
organization outlined by the National Association at its De- 
troit convention. As an experiment a competent man was 
engaged to organize county associations of druggists in the 
State of Indiana. This experiment having proven satisfactory 
the Executive Committee decided upon extending the work 
to other States as rapidly as possible, and the work has been 
pushed vigorously. “ There are now fourteen men at work in 
this department, as follows: Jos. R. Noel, M.D., general or- 
ganizer; Chas. H. Tyler, Eastern Illinois; J. C. Singer, Central 
Illinois; FE. R. Lincke, Western Illinois; Geo. R. Quarles, North- 
ern Illinois; E. E. Chapman, Iowa; W. L. Post, Minnesota; 
Geo. R. Schodde, Wisconsin; Fred. C. Vincent, Michigan; W. 
W. Weeks, Indiana; N. W. Hoffman, Northern Ohio; R. H. 
Izor, Central Ohio; Chas. H. Hughes, Southern Ohio; E. C. 
Bottume, New York. 


TAKING A CUE FROM THE POLITICAL PARTIFS. 


Taking its cue from the effective organization of the po- 
litical parties it was decided that the only way to organize 
was from the bottom up. As a consequence the organizers 
in this department are effecting county organizations and go- 
ing to one county after another in regular order, regardless of 
size, condition or number of druggists therein. Some asso- 
ciations have a very small membership, but the work has been 
done so systematically and so thoroughly that it has given 
rise to many commendatory expressions from proprietors and 
jobbers, as well as the retailers themselves. No legitimate 
druggist is too small or too large for the N. A. R. D. to invoke 
his aid and co-operation. Every man doing a drug business 
within the territory embraced by the local association is ap- 
proached, and, if eligible to membership, is urged to join. The 
proportion of druggists being brought into the association has 
thus far been 85 per cent. 


ORGANIZATIONS RECENTLY FORMED 


A detailed report of the work done in the several States 
where the organizers have been at work will shortly be pre- 
pared for the pharmaceutical journals. At this time the num- 
ber of associations formed is as follows: Indiana—The follow- 
ing county associations: Adams, Benton, Boone, Carroll, Cass, 
Clay, Clinton, Daviess, DeKalb, Elkhart, Fulton, Grant, Ham- 
ilton, Howard, Huntington, Jay, Kosciusko, Lake, La Grange, 
Marshall, Miami, Montgomery, Newton, Noble, Pike, Porter, 
Pulaski, Randolph, Stark, Steuben, Tipton, Vigo, Wabash, 
Wells, White, Whiteley; and the following city associations: 
Alexandria, Anderson, Elwood. Illinois—The following county 
associations: Grundy, Henderson, Iroquois, Kankakee, Knox, 
Lake, La Salle, Lee, Livingston, Logan, McLean, Mercer, Ogle, 
St. Clair, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford; city associa- 
tion: Streator. Iowa—The following county associations: 
Allamakee, Benton, Buchanan, Carroll, Clayton, Clinton, Du- 
buque, Fayette, Grundy, Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, Jones, John- 
son, Polk, Winneshiek. Michigan—The following county as- 
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sociations: Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, 
Katon, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Jones, Ingham, Kalamazoo, 
Lenawee, Monroe. Ottawa, St. Joseph, Van Buren. Minnesota 
—The following county associations: Blue Eearth, Dodge, Fari- 
bault, Fillmore, Freeborn, Houston, Mower, Olmstead, Steele, 
Wabasha, Waseca. Missouri—The following county associa- 
tions: Adair, Clark, Knox, Lewis, Lincoln, Marion, Montgom- 
ery, Pike, Ralls, Randolph, Schuyler, Scotland, St. Charles. 
Nebraska—The following county associations: Douglass, Gage, 
Lancaster, Otoe. New York—The following county associa- 
tions: Chautayqua, Monroe. Ohio—The following county asso- 
ciations: Preble, Van Wert, Williams. 

The above named counties contain some cities of consider- 
able size, such as Des Moines and Dubuque, Iowa; Omaha 
and Lincoln, Neb.; Terre Haute, Ind.; Rochester, N. Y.; East 
St. Louis, Decatur and Bloomington, Ill., and Lansing, Mich. 
Work in the other States will be taken up as soon as these 
can be reached. 


News and Notes of Recent Accessions. 


In Omaha, Neb., a cessation of the price cutting war has 
been effected. The Douglass County Association has reunited 
with the N. A. R. D. and is now doing excellent work, EB. C. 
Bottume, an organizer for the N. A. R. D., having recently ef- 
fected its reorganization. Good associations were also formed 
at Beatrice and Nebraska City. On his return to Chicago Mr. 
Bottume secured the affiliation of the Polk County (Des 
Moines), Iowa, Association. While in that city the schedule 
price on $1.00 proprietaries was advanced 4 cents above the 
former selling price. 

“The National Association of Retail Druggists,’ a care- 
fully written and very excellent article by Leonard Tillotson, 
which the National Association has printed in the form of a 
booklet, will be sent gratis to associations and individuals 
who will carefully distribute them. Applications should be 
made to the secretary, Thos. V. Wooten, 153 La Salle street, 
Chicago. 

The aggressive cutter of Galveston, Texas, has fallen inte 
line with his fellow druggists in that city and prices on pro- 
prietaries have been restored to full figure. The Galveston 
druggists are loud in their praise of the N. A. R. D. 

The following has been received at the National Secretary’s 
office: 

“ Cassopolis, Mich., May 18, 1901.—On May 16 the druggists 
of this county were organized into an association, at which 
time the following was adopted: ‘ Whereas, The internal rev- 
enue tax on proprietary goods has been repealed by the na- 
tional Government, and whereas, the N. A. R. D. accomplished 
the great bulk of the work which secured the above repeal; 
therefore, by the Cass County Retail Druggists’ Association, in 
convention assembled, be it Resolved, That we hereby demand 
that such proprietors as have not already agreed to do so 
shall restore the prices that were in vogue before the passage 
of the above act, and that the secretary of the association 
is instructed to record this resolution on the minutes of the 
association and to forward a copy to the secretary of the 
N. A. R. D. (Signed) F. M. Fink, secretary.” 

The State associations that have held their 1901 conven- 
tions have almost without exception reaffirmed their loyalty 
to the N. A. R. D. 





AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Gettitig Ready for the St. Louis Meeting. 





The forty-ninth annual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association will be held at the Southern Hotel, 
Broadway and Walnut street, St. Louis, Monday, September 
16, to Saturday, September 21, inclusive. 

The once prominent exhibit feature of the meetings, 
dropped several years ago, has been resumed, but in a new 
and more acceptable form. Members are invited to bring 
with them for exhibition such articles of interest as rare 
drugs, chemicals, pharmaceutical preparations, apparatus, 
books, charts, diagrams, historical and antique objects, dis- 
pensing apparatus, prescription helps, novelties in labels or 
dispensing, and everything which will add to the attraction 
and value of the exhibit hall. 


ENTERTAINMENT FEATORES 


Special committees will be ready to receive delegates Sat- 
urday, and all visitors are urged to arrive not later than Sun- 
day. Arrangements will be made to entertain those not oc- 
cupied with the council meeting Monday forenoon. 

The officials of the St. Louis Exposition and Music Hall 
have made Tuesday American Pharmaceutical Association 
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Day. The evening will be the occasion of a visit by the en- 
tire convention and many local pharmacists. The celebrated 
Seymour’s Band will arrange a special programme for the 
evening concert. This is the only exposition in America 
which has continued for eighteen successive seasons. The 
auditorium, with a seating capacity of 15,000, is one of the 
largest in this country. 

The palatial steamer, “ City of Providence,” has been re- 
served for the Wednesday afternoon and evening excursion 
on the Mississippi River. It is planned to review the sixteen 
miles of river front and visit Jefferson Barracks before dark. 
A special programme is being arranged for the evening on the 
boat. The reading of Mark Twain’s “ Life on the Mississippi ” 
is suggested to all who propose attending the convention. 

The Missouri Botanical Garden (Shaw’s Garden), of which 
St. Louis is justly proud, will be visited during the trolley 
ride Saturday afternoon. The thoughtful director, Dr. Wm. 
Trelease, has so arranged that the visitors will have special 
attention called to those features of the garden which are of 
particular interest to pharmacists. 

The colossal plant of the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Asso- 
ciation is included in the afternoon itinerary. Few commer- 
cial institutions equal it in interest for the visitor. 

The time honored practice of delegates having their fam- 
ilies with them has been kept in mind by the local committee, 
and special provision is made for the comfort and pleasure of 
the visiting ladies and young people. 

The Committee of Ladies has a separate programme in 
preparation, and will see that the guests placed in their care 
are appropriately entertained every day and evening of the 
week. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS, 


St. Louis, of convention fame, is well supplied with fine ho- 
tels. All of the following are centrally located, within a few 
blocks of the association headquarters. Special convention 
rates have been secured. 

Southern Hotel (headquarters), Broadway and Walnut 

street, American plan, one or two persons in a room $3 to $5 
per day. European plan, one person in a room, $1.50 and up- 
ward. Two persons in a room, $2 per day and upward for the 
room. - 
Planters House, Fourth and Chestnut streets, American 
plan, two persons in a room, $3 to $4.50 per day. European 
plan, two persons in a room, $1.50 per day and upward for 
each person. 

St. Nicholas Hotel, Eighth and Locust streets, European 
plan. one person in a room, $1.50 per day and upward. 

Lindel! Hotel, Sixth street and Washington avenue, Euro- 
pean plan, one person in a room, $1 to $3 per day. 

Laclede Hotel, Sixth and Chestnut streets, European plan, 
ene person in a room, $1 to $1.50. 

Terminal Hotel, Union Station, European plan, one person 
in a room, $1. 

Hotel accommodations can be secured in advance by ad- 
dressing the local secretary. 

The local Committee of Arrangements is anxious to know 
as soon as possible how many persons are coming to the con- 
vention, and learn the probable date of arrival of each dele- 
gate. Members and others are earnestly requested to furnish 
this information at as early a date as practicable. For fur- 
ther particulars relative to the meeting, address Dr. H. M. 
Whelpley, local secretary, No. 222 South Broadway, St. Louis, 
or Caswell A. Mayo, of the Committee on Transportation, No. 
66 West Broadway, New York City. 





N. W. D. A. MEETS AT OLD POINT. 


Old Point Comfort Va., will be the meeting place of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association this year. The 
twenty-seventh annual convention will be held there during 
the week beginning October 14. 

The Committee on Arrangements and Entertainment, in a 
eircular announcing the time and place of meeting, adds that 
the Hotel Chamberlain is to be opened for the reception of 
the association, after being closed during the summer, and 
tang the sum of $50,000 is to be spent on completely renovating 
t. 


The closing paragraph of the circular is as follows: 

“The business sessions have received first attention, and 
will be arranged to give all the time needed for the complete 
consideration of the business affairs, and the entertainments, 
which are to be carried out at times when not interfering with 
the business meetings, have been admirably arranged, and 
details will be given later. A Ladies’ Committee has been 
selected, which will insure their usual perfect comfort and en- 
tertainment.” 
E. D. Taylor (chairman), Richmond, Va.; Clarence G. Stone, 
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New York; T. P. Cook. New York; G. Frank Bailey, Balti- 
more; N. V. Randolph, Richmond; G. G. Minor, Richmond; 
John B. Purcell, Richmond; Polk Miller, Richmond; W. T. 
Case, New York; W. H. Terry, Norfolk; D..M. Cowan, Buf- 
falo; E. S. Everett, Portland, Me.; C. F. Cutler, Boston; Al- 
bert B. Lambert, St. Louis; F. Aschenbach, Philadelphia; M. 
Carey Peter, Louisville; T. F. Van Natta, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Ladies’ Committee—Mesdames E. D. Taylor (chairman), T. 
P. Cook, C. G. Stone, G. F. Bailey, N. V. Randolph, G. G. 
Minor, J. B. Purcell, Polk Miller, W. H. Terry, D. M. Cowan, 
C. F. Cutler, A. B. Lambert, F. Aschenbach, M. Carey Peter, 
R. W. Powers. R. L. Powers; Misses Nina Randolph and Julia 
Lee. 

The Committee on Arrangements and Entertainment, E. D. 
Taylor, Richmond, Va., and Clarence G. Stone, secretary, 2 
East Forty-second street, New York City, have issued the usual 
circular of information regarding rail and steamboat routes to 
Old Point Comfort, together with a programme of the sessions, 
and a very attractive little booklet containing notes on the 
points of interest in and around Old Point Comfort. 


REDUCED FARES TO OLD POINT. 


Thomas P. Cook, 114 William street, New York, chairman 
of the Committee on Passenger Rates and Routes, has is- 
sued the following circular of information to the members: 

Your committee is now able to announce that all the pas- 
senger associations have courteously granted the usual con- 
cession of one-and-a-third fares for the round-trip to all per- 
sons attending the convention, who hold certificates from the 
ticket agent from whom tickets are purchased at the starting 
point, so that the reduced rate will be available from all points 
east of the Rocky Mountains. All ticket offices will be noti- 
fied of such action and will be authorized to issue certificates 
in connection with tickets purchased not earlier than October 
10, nor later than October 16. Return tickets will be good for 
three days after the adjournment of the convention, not count- 
ing Sunday. 

Full fare must be paid for the trip to Old Point Comfort, 
but only one-third fare will be charged for the return ticket 
upon presentation of the certificate properly indorsed by Sec- 
retary A. B. Merriam and the agent of the passenger associa- 
tions, who will be in attendance at the convention on 
Wednesday and Thursday, October 16 and 17, for that pur- 
pose. Certificates not so indorsed will not be good for return 
tickets at the reduced rates; and to facilitate this work the 
holders of certificates should surrender them to Secretary 
Merriam on the morning of Tuesday, October 15. Any person 
going to the convention can avail himself of these rates for as 
large a party as he may purpose taking, but a certificate must 
be procured with every ticket purchased. It is requested that 
such certificate be obtained whether the person buying the 
ticket intends availing himself of the reduced rates or not, in- 
asmuch as these certificates serve to establish the number of 
persons present, in the event of any question arising with the 
transportation companies upon this point. 

Any special arrangements for local transportation that can 
be made will be attended to by the following named members 
of the committee in théir respective localities—viz.: Thos. P. 
Cook, chairman, New York; Edward H. Buehler, Chicago, 
Ill.; Norman Randolph, Richmond, Va.; John M. Peters, New 
York; W. O. Allison, New York; Wm. P. Redington, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal.; C. H. West, St. Louis, Mo.; L. N. Brunswig, New 
Orleans, La.; I. A. Solomons, Savannah, Ga.; Bernard Janney, 
Jr., Boston, Mass.; J. T. Berry, Dallas, Texas. 

The Committee on Arrangements and Entertainment has 
arranged for the meeting to be held at the Chamberlain Ho- 
tel, and has provided an attractive programme for the enter- 
tainment of the members and those who may accompany 
them. Members are requested to preserve this circular and 
carefully note instructions, as no subsequent announcement 
will be made by the committee, except such as may be neces- 
sary in regard to local arrangements. ‘i 





Uhe Quebec Association. 


At a meeting of the council of the Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation of the Province of Quebec, the following officers for 
the year 1901-1902 were duly appointed: President, S. La- 
chance, Montreal; firse vice-president, John E. Tremble, Mont- 
real; second vice-president, Henry Willis,-Quebec; treasurer, 
J. C. T. Covernton, Montreal. Board of Examiners—W. H. 
Chapman, Montreal; A. J. Laurence, Montreal; H. R. Lanctot, 
Montreal; A. B. J. Moore, Montreal; Edmond Giroux, Jr., 
Montreal; R. W. Williams, Three Rivers; E. Muir, secretary 
of board. Preliminary Examiners—Professors J. O. Casse- 
grain, and Isaac Gammell, Montreal; J. BE. Dube, supervisor 
of examinations for Quebec city and district. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MONTANA 
ASSOCIATION. 


The tenth annual meeting of the Montana State Pharma- 
ceutical Association was held at Butte August 13. The visit- 
ing druggists were welcomed and entertained by the local as- 
sociation, the Silver Bow Retail Druggists’ Association, D. M. 
Newbro, president. R. H. Paxson presided at the opening ses- 
sion, while President E. E. Gallogly, of the State association, 
read his annual address. The president paid a high compli- 
ment to the Silver Bow Retail Druggists’ Association, and he 
said that the story of the Butte branch might be represented 
by the letters H and O, which were indicative of harmony and 
organization. He suggested in his closing sentences that three 
members of the association be appointed to solicit member- 
ship throughout the State, and if possible to secure the co-op- 
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BANQUET MENU OF THE MONTANA ASSOCIATION. 


eration of every registered pharmacist in the State of Mon- 
tana. In conformity with his recommendation the associa- 
tion appointed three of its members to do the work of solicit- 
ing new members, and as a change was made in the constitu- 
tion at the meeting of last year to allow all clerks as well as 
proprietors to join, the committee will work.along these lines. 

The election for officers for the ensuing year took place at 
the afternoon session with the following result: President, 
Sid J. Coffee, Missoula; first vice-president, H. M. Parchen, 
Helena; second vice-president, A. E. West, Butte; third vice- 
president, F. W. Harrison, Anaconda; secretary, John M. 
Doull, Butte; treasurer, F. A. Woehner, Great Falls; Executive 
committee, A. E. A. Heuser, R. H. Paxson, A. BE. West. 

It is the duty of the association to present five names of 
members to the governor, from which a member of the State 
Board of Pharmacy is appointed. Following are the five 
chosen by the association: Howard Rockefeller, C. 8. Ballin- 
ger, L. G. Smith, Row Williams, E. A. Hoyser. 

It was decided that the next meeting of the association 
should be held in Butte. 

’ The visiting druggists were tendered a banquet by the local 
association, and the menu cards used at this banquet were 
both beautiful and novel, being a photographed reproduction 
of a drawing, printed direct on rough sensitized paper, as 
shown in the accompanying engraving. 





The Vermont Association. 


The eighth annual meeting of the Vermont Pharmaceutical 
Association will take place at Vergennes, Vt., Wednesday and 
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Thursday, October 9 and 10, 1901. An interesting programme 
has been prepared and matters of vital importance to every 
druggist in the State will be considered. 





The North Dakota Association. 


The North Dakota Pharmaceutical Association met in six- 
teenth annual session at Grand Forks, Tuesday, August 6, the 
convention extending over two days. The, proceedings were 
opened by the president, J. M. S. Wilser, of Fargo, the mem- 
bers being welcomed to Grand Forks by Hon. R. M. Caro- 
thers. The reply to the address of welcome was made by 
L. Christianson, of Fargo. President Wilser then called 
Vice-President Grant to the chair, while he presented the an- 
nual presidential address. At the afternoon session the Nom- 
inating Committee reported the following nominations for 
officers to serve during the ensuing year, which were favor- 
ably acted upon, and the officers named were duly elected: 
President, W. Masters, Willow City; vice-president, S. McDon- 
ald, Grand Forks; secretary-treasurer, W. S. Parker, Lisbon. 

President-elect Masters presided at the session on 
Wednesday, when considerable routine business was trans- 
acted, including the choice of meeting place for next year’s 
convention. It was decided to meet in Grand Forks the first 
Tuesday in August, 1902. 

The committees announced for the ensuing year were as 
follows: 

Executive Committee—H. L. Haussaman, Grafton; F. W. 
Schlaberg, Grand Forks; W. P. Porterfield, Fargo. 

Committee on Unofficial Formulas—L. W. Arneson, S. El- 
lingson, Frank Griffin, Grand Forks; H. E. White, Jamestown. 

Query and Pharmacy Committee—J. M. Wilser, Fargo; F. 
W. Kibbee, Drayton; A. A. Brothen, Walhalla; John Vik, Hills- 
boro; Clifford L. Rich. 

Trade Interests Committee—L. Christianson, Fargo; John 
O’Keefe, Cavalier; Robert McGrath, F. W. Schlaberg, Grand 
lorks; P. J. Hoof, Sheldon. 

Committee on Adulterations—W. IF. Holliday, Buffalo; G. 
C. Sobin, Fargo; W. J. Camden, Walhalla; M. H. Strehlow, 
Kindred. 

Delegates to South Dakota Pharmaceutical Association— 
Ed A. Porter, Ellendale; E. J. Brown, Wheaton, Minn.; P. J. 
Hoff, Sheldon. 

Delegates to Minnesota Pharmaceutical Association—W. R. 
Mandigo, Fargo; F. W. Kibbee, Drayton; J. H. Reynolds, 
Fargo. 

Delegates to American Pharmaceutical Association—H. L. 
Haussaman, Grafton; L. Christianson, Fargo. 





The New Jersey Free Scholarship. 

At a recent meeting af the Executive Committee of the 
New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association, the following condi- 
tions for the free scholarship examination were adopted. The 
scholarship is to be known as the “ New Jersey Pharmaceu- 
tical Association Scholarship in the New Jersey College of 
Pharmacy.” 

I. The candidate must be a person of good moral habits, 

II. The candidate must have served two years of appren- 
ticeship in a prescription pharmacy and must present creden- 
tials to that effect from his preceptor. 

III. The examination to cover preliminary school education 
and will consist of questions in mathematics, geography, Eng- 
lish grammar and spelling. Penmanship is to be taken into 
consideration. 

The examination for this free scholarship will take place in 
the Lecture Room of the New Jersey College of Pharmacy on 
Friday, September 6, at 10. A. M., under the direction of the 
Executive Committee of the New Jorsey Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation. Applications with credentials should be addressed 
to Herman J. Lohman, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee, Jersey City, N. J. 





The New Jersey Board. 

At the meeting of the New Jersey Pharmaceutical Asso- 
cition, held on July 18 and 19, the following candidates were 
licensed as registered pharmacists: Max J. Block, Hiram R. 
Bradner, George H. Hawkey, L. M. Hires, J. B. Keller, T. 
L. Moriarty, S. M. Meyers, A. D. McGregor, W. A. Stidham, 
Tl. G. Schriver, J. F. Schefolk, W. L. Wanmaker, H. E. 
Wrensch and J. P. Wolfinger. 

The following were licensed as registered assistants: J. M. 
Atchason, J. J. Buckley, Godfrey Krepela, Louis Reich, Louis 
H. Robinsen and E. S. Tyler. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Trenton on 
October 17 and 18. Application blanks may be obtained from 
the secretary, Henry A. Jordan, Bridgeton, 
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GREATER NEW YORK. 


Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co., is summering at Kenne- 
bunkport, Maine. 


Fall buyers are beginning to make their appearance in the 
local drug market, J. H. Matchett, of Clearwater, Fla., being 
among those noticed the past week. 


G. W. Hopping, of Seabury and Johnson, has returned to his 
desk after a week’s vacation spent in rowing and fishing at 
Belle Island, near South Norwalk, Conn. 


Brent Good, of the Carter Medicine Co., starts next week 
on his annual fishing trip to Canada. Incidentally he will stop 
at Montreal to attend to business matters. 


Thos. M. Curtius, the drug broker, who has been abroad for 
the past eight weeks visiting England and the Continent, was 
a passenger on the Lahn, which arrived last week. 


M. J. Breitenbach is up in the Thousand Islands. Reports 
from his friends are that he has broken the record for catch- 
ing the biggest muskellunge (not musk melon) of the season. 


R. R. Lampa, of Lehn & Fink, is back from a ten days’ trip 
to Newport, and other New England points, on which he was 
accompanied by his daughter. This is a district Mr. Lampa 
used to cover on the road, and he met many old friends. 


Major James B. Horner has returned from an extended trip 
to the Pacific Coast. He left here with his daughter six 
weeks ago by way of the Great Lakes and Canadian Pacific 
Railway, visiting points of interest in the Northwest, Wash- 
ington, Oregon and California. 


W. G. Tuttle, late military pharmacist of the Twenty-third 
Regiment, National Guard, S. N. Y., has accepted the position 
of manager at the Finien-Medin Drug Co., Butte, Mont. 
“ They will have military rule there now,” says the “ Montana 
Filter Paper,” in noting the event. 


Wm. B. Kaufman, head of the crude drugs department of 
the New York branch of Parke, Davis & Co., who has been in 
Europe since the early part of June, returned to New York, 
August 14, being a passenger on the “ Oceanic” with General 
Manager Warren, of fthe same firm. 


Francis B. Hays, assistant editor of the Druggists Cir- 
cular, was called home to Oxford, N. C., late in June by the ill- 
ness of his father, who we regret to state has since departed 
this life. Mr. Hays has the sincere sympathy of a wide cir- 
cle of friends in his great bereavement. 


Martin H. Smith, president of the Martin H. Smith Co., 
pharmacists, 68 Murray street, has just started on a fishing 
trip at his old home, Annapolis, Md. He will also spend a 
couple of weeks yachting on Chesapeake Bay. The best fish 
stories of the season may be expected when he returns. 


Wm. Hy. Chamberlain, of Dorchester, Mass., was a visitor 
to the city last week. Mr. Chamberlain has a handsomely ap- 
pointed and thriving store in Dorchester, and enjoys the con- 
fidence of the physicians of his vicinity. After transacting 
various business in the New York drug market he left to visit 
friends in Connecticut. 


The Rio Chemical Co. have taken a five year lease of the 
new six story business building, 25 x 100, No. 5 Thomas street, 
Manhattan, and will occupy the premises about September 1. 
The rental is $4,000 a year. An interesting feature of the 
transaction is that the Rio Chemical Co. comes to this city 
from St. Louis. The building was formerly occupied by the 
H. B. Clafiin Co. 


George H. Risley, president of the National Remedy Co., 
gave an outing to a few friends on Friday, August 16, at his 
summer home. Manasquam, N. J. Among others present were 
H. B. Harding, of the Humphrey Homeopathic Co.; Mr. Tur- 
rell, of Parke, Davis & Co., and E. G. Wells, of the M. J. Breit- 
enbach Co. A very enjoyable time was the result, the greater 
part of the day being spent on Mr. Risley’s handsome yacht. 


Edwin P. Lant, formerly employed at J. H. Jones’ phar- 
macy, at Fordham, N. Y., has branched out in business for 
himself, having opened a well appointed pharmacy at No. 
2601 Broadway, at the corner of Ninety-fourth street. Mr. 
Lant graduated at the New York College of Pharmacy with 
the class of 1898, and is a pushing and progressive pharma- 
cist who may be expected to make a successful proprietor. 
He has the cordial good wishes of a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances in his new venture. 


During the past few weeks the Drug Trade Club has re- 
ceived the benefit of a thorough overhauling and house clean- 


ing, while new carpets have been laid in the lady’s rocm, the 
Red Room, and the office. The equipment of the club is now 
almost perfect, while the latest addition, an elegantly fur- 
nished parlor for ladies on the seventh floor, entirely distinct, 
and away from the club proper, has been voted an immense 
success by the wives of the members who take advantage of 
its coziness and privacy quite frequently. 


Some speculation has arisen over the issuance of a call for 
a meeting by the Committee on Trade Interests of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, for the avowed purpose 
of “discussing ways and means of forming a co-operative 
business association.” Just what was intended by ‘“ co-opera- 
tive business association ” was not quite clear to many of the 
members who received the notice of meeting. The invitations 
were limited to a select few, only twenty-five having been 
sent out. The meeting took place at Bloomingdale Hall, be- 
tween Fifty-fourth and Fifty-fifth streets, Eighth avenue, on 
Monday afternoon, August 19, at 3 o’clock., Members of the 
committee, which is composed of F. O. Collins, 131 Third ave- 
nue; S. F. Haddad, 89 Broad street, and Wm. L. Schaaf, 798 
Eighth avenue, stated that the meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of outlining a programme for the coming season’s work, 
and it was not their intention to form a retail druggists’ buy- 
ing club, as the wording of the invitation would seem to indi- 
cate. 


The Arrest of Daniel Myers. 


Some months ago, when rumors were circulated to the effect 
that the State Supefintendent of Insurance had threatened 
action against the officials of the Manhattan Fire Insurance 
Co., the AMERICAN DRuGG@IstT published the facts, mentioning 
at the same time the connection in which Daniel Myers, of 
Benton, Myers & Co., wholesale druggists, Cleveland, Ohio, 
stood to the concern. Since then Mr. Myers has been arrested 
on a technical charge of misappropriating a check for $27,- 
562.69. 

It is unfortunate in this connection that the matter has 
been taken up by the sensational press. The people in the drug 
trade, who know Mr. Myers as a member of the wholesale 
drug firm of Benton, Myers & Co., also know him for a man 
of the strictest integrity, and his innocence as far as any crimi- 
nal intent is concerned will never for a moment be doubted. 

In connection with the charge Mr. Myers makes the follow- 
ing statement: 

“The charge against me of misappropriating some $27,000 
while acting as president of the Manhattan Fire Insurance 
Co, is a technical one, pure and simple. Not a dollar of the 
Manhattan’s money was wrongfully applied to my personal 
use. W. A. Miles, treasurer of the company, had subscribed 
for 200 shares of the increased capital stock for $27,000. A 
note was given to the Hanover National Bank for the amount, 
due in four months. This note was also signed by W. M. 
Hahn, vice-president of the Manhattan, and myself, with the 
stock attached as collateral. 

“When the note fell due Mr. Miles was not permitted by 
his physician to transact business. Thereupon, with the ap- 
proval of my associates, I ordered the cashier to take up the 
note and collateral, for the purpose of carrying the stock until 
Mr. Miles recovered, or disposing of it to other parties. 

“The amount, $27,000 and interest, stands charged to Mr. 
Miles. The original subscription, with the stock attached, was 
turned over to the cashier of the company.” 


Mr. Warren’s Thrilling Experience, 


It was a most unpleasant experience that General Man- 
ager W. M. Warren, of Parke, Davis & Co. had on the Eu- 
ropean trip from which he returned on the 14th inst. . 

Mr. Warren was a passenger on the mammoth White Sta 
liner “ Oceanic,’’ which, off Waterford, Ireland, in St. George’s 
Channel, ran into a small steamer named the “ Kincora,” 
which it cut down and sank, seven lives being lost. Mr. War- 
ren occupied a deck cabin not far from the bow of the 
steamer, and kis story of the disaster is most thrilling: 

“The shock awoke me from my sleep,” he said. “I stepped 
out on deck, end I could see dimly through the fog the lights 
of the steamer, which seemed impaled on our bows. We had 
struck her a little aft of amidships, on the starboard side, 
and she was sinking rapidly. Commander Cameron and the 
pilot were on the bridge, and our captain gave quick orders to 
lower the boats, while ropes were being thrown to those on 
the deck of the smaller steamer. 

“Tn this way the captain of the injured vessel and thirteen 
of his crew were assisted to our decks. Two of our life boats 
were lowered and went alongside the steamer, where seven of 
her crew were running about on the forward deck in a dis- 
tracted manner. They were told to jump overboard and they 








would he saved, but they seemed paralyzed with fear. In ten 
minutes the steamer sank stern first, and the men went down 
in the maelstrom which her sinking caused. For an hour the 
boats stayed out, but could find no one.” 

Mr. Warren was given a cordial reception on his return 
home, and seems to have benefited by the trip. 





NEW YORK STATE NEWS. 


James B. Black, a prominent druggist of Olean, was mar- 
ried on July 3 to Miss Kate MacDonald. 


Hiram Merritt, of Theodore Merritt’s Sons, Newburgh, ac- 


companied by his wife and their daughter, Eleanor, are spend- - 


ing a vacation on the St. Lawrence River. They will return 
via Lake Champlain and Lake George. 


The Vinol Company, of Boston, is preparing to send to the 
Pan-American Exposition its entire list of 300 traveling agents, 
and has engaged two hotels in Buffalo for the purpose. 'The 
men will attend during September and remain a week each. 


A swindler has been operating extensively at Newark and 
other small New York towns, claiming to sell a well-known 
remedial artitle for 50 cents and alleging that handsomely 
bound books would be presented to the purchaser at the local 
drug store after thirty days. 


Wm. J. N. Gervais, Ph.G., has purchased the F. N. De 
Camp Pharmacy at Bath, N. Y. Mr. Gervais was for six 
years a traveling salesman for Lehn & Fink, of New York 
City, and is a young man of sterling qualities. Mr. De Camp 
will return to Rochester and take charge of a pharmacy there. 


The match between the Cleveland and Buffalo druggist 
bowlers is still on, and it is expected that it will be played in 
Buffalo late in August or in September. Mr, Gehrung, of the 
Cleveland Club, was in Buffalo a few days ago and made pre- 
oa arrangements for the match, but the date is not yet 
ixed. 


The Buffalo druggists are already arranging the entertain- 
ment programme of the N A. R. D. Convention, to be held 
October 10-13. The effort to give an outing for the Buffalo 
druggists by themselves, for which there was a cali made 
awhile ago, has come to naught. There are too many visitors 
in the trade to be looked after for that. 


The druggists of Chautauqua County have formed an as- 
sociation for the furtherance of their interests. The follow- 
ing offcers have been elected: President—F. E. Hatch, James- 
town. Vice-President—P. D. Monroe, Dunkirk. Treasurer— 
H. .Le F. Brown, Jamestown. Secretary—C. A. Swanson, 
Jamestown. Meetings will be held semi-annually. 


At the annual meeting of the directors and stockholders of 
the Norwich Pharmacal Company, held Tuesday, July 9, the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Oscar G. Bell; vice-president, Richard C. Stofer; secretary, 
Robert D. Eaton; treasurer, T. De Witt Miller; trustees, O. G. 
Bell, T. D. Miller, N. L. Briggs, R. C. Stofer, R. D. Eaton; in- 
spectors of election, J. H. Hicks and M. L. Hunt. 


The drug store of Noble & Drake, at Niagara and Ferry 
Streets, Buffalo, was partly wrecked and set on fire a few days 
ago by a gas explosion, as is supposed. The entire back side 
of the store with stock was destroyed, involving a loss esti- 
inated at $5,000 or more. The insurance was ample and a set- 
tlement has already been effected with the companies on terms 
entirely satisfactory to the druggists and that without an ap- 
praisal. 

Harry H. Coulson has returned to Buffalo and engaged in 
business with his father, and the style of the firm will be Wm. 
Coulson & Son. Three years ago Harry took Horace Greeley’s 
advice and went West with the view of making a desirable 
connection there. He was with the firm of Robt. Stevenson & 
Co., of Chicago, for a year or so, and then engaged in the re- 
tail business in Montana, but latér returned to Chicago, where 
he was connected with the firm of Lord, Owen & Co. He now 
says Buffalo is good enough for him. 


The vicinity of the drug store of J. A. Lockie, on upper 
Main Street. Buffalo, is becoming noted for fatalities, large and 
small. On August 2 Dr. Frank P. Bingham, a well-known city 
physician, in trying to cross the street opposite the store in 
front of a street car was run over and instantly killed. Only 
a few days ago a fine horse was also killed by a trolley car in 
about the same place, and to swell the list of mortalities, the 
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office cat in the Lackie store, which had been there for eight 
years, was lately killed in the same way. 

At the last regular meeting of the directors of the Empire 
State Drug Company, held on August 6, a small dividend, the 
first one, was declared. The amount was not given out. AS 
this company is organized, with every customer a stockholder, 
it is not necessary to pay dividends in order to distribute the 
surplus, but it is said to make the stockholders cheerful to da 
this »ccasionally, hence the step. The company now has ten 
agents on the road and is doing a business 60 per cent. larger 
than it was a year ago, when it was reckoned as decidedly 
large. 

The Hyde Drug Co. has been incorporated and is doing 
business at Malone. It will manufacture drug specialties and 
conduct a general wholesaling and retailing business. It is 
officered as follows: C. W. Hyde, president and treasurer; M. 
C. Ransom, vice-president; J. E. Rogers, secretary. Messrs. 
Hyde and Rogers are both practical pharmacists of long ex- 
perience. Mr. Rogers was formerly at Westville, has been 
eight years with Dr. McArtney at Ft. Covington, and one year 
with Mr. Hyde, representing him in the store and on the road 
with success. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Newburgh (N. Y.) Retail 
Druggists’ Association was held at the Palatine Hotel on July 
19. After the usual routine business Frederick Wallace was 
elected delegate to the annual N. A. R. D. meeting, and the 
subject of organizing a Hudson River Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation was discussed. Clarence Miller offered a resolution, 
which was adopted, indorsing the action of the New York 
State Board of Pharmacy regarding their action with the 
Civil Service Board of New York City. After making revi- 
sions in the price list the meeting adjourned. 


Tri-County Association Meets. 


The Tri-County Druggists’ Association met on August 14 
at a hotel just north of Ithaca, beautifully situated upon an 
elevation overlooking Cayuga Lake. Upward of thirty retail 
druggists from Cayuga (Auburn), Cortland and Tompkins 
counties were present. Some came by rail and others by boat, 
while several attended in private conveyances, the Tompkins 
County (Ithaca) contingent making the trip in a four-horse 
tally-ho. The outing proved a very pleasant one for all con- 
cerned, though the actual results achieved at the meeting were 
problematical. Socially, however, the meeting was a success 
from start to finish. Favorable views were expressed by those 
in attendance about the N. A. R. D., the State association and 
the various local organizations. Charles B. Sears, of Auburn, 
the chairman of the middle section of the State Board of Phar- 
macy, was present and explained some hitherto doubtful points 
pertaining to the operation of the new pharmacy law. The 
same committee was reappointed to arrange for a Tri-County 
meeting next year. The committee consists of Charles B. Sears, 
Auburn; Charles T. Brown, Mayor of Cortland, and Judson B. 
Todd, Ithaca. The value of these inter-county gatherings is 
generally recognized, especially in the cultivation of sociality 
and good feeling among the members; as Secretary Todd puts 
it, they aid materially in “leavening the loaf of friendship, 
recreation and prosperity.” 


Committees of the State Association. 


Secretary Judson B. Todd, of Ithaca, advises us that Presi- 
dent Thomas Stoddart has named the following standing com- 
mittees of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association to 
serve during the ensuing year: 

Committee on Legislation: Thomas Stoddart, Buffalo, chair- 
man; W. H. Rogers, Middletown; William Muir, Brooklyn; 
Felix Hirseman, New York; Gustavus Michaelis, Albany; Wil- 
liam Muench, Syracuse; 8. V. B. Swann, New York. 

Committee on Transportation: George Reimann, Buffalo, 
Chairman: Clay W. Holmes, Elmira; M. R. Mandelbaum, New 
York; Albert Firmin, New York; R. J. Strasenburgh, Roch- 
ester; Rufus E. Smith, Syracuse; Heron R. Lawrence, Pough- 
keepsie; Charles F. Brown, Cortland;:-H. P. Monroe, Dunkirk. 

Committee on New Remedies: Thomas J. Keenan, New 
York, Chairman; R. G. Eccles, Brooklyn; George C. Diekman, 
New York. 

Committee on Pharmacy and Queries: Frederick P. Tuthill, 
Brooklyn, Chairman; Willis G. Gregory, Buffalo; Albert H. 
Brundage, Brooklyn. 

Committee on Adulterations: William C. Anderson, Brook- 
lyn, Chairman; Harry B. Ferguson, New York; R. K. Smither, 
Buffalo. 

Committee on Commercial Interests: Clark Z. Otis, Bing- 
hamton, Chairman; George Hahn, Rochester; Julius Hammer, 
New York. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Clerks Have Their Annual Picnic -An Exhibit of Anciext Scales— 
The Salem License Muddle. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, August 22.—The annual picnic of the Boston Drug 
Clerks’ Benevolent Association was held at Oak Island Grove 
on the 14th inst. and was a great success. It was attended by 
about 500 people. The programme consisted of dancing, band 
concerts and games. At baseball the drug clerks won from 
their opponents by a score of 10 to 1. Financially the result 
was most gratifying, as the bank account of the organization 
was increased several hundred dollars. The-officers in charge 
of the affair were: President, J. J. McVey; vice-president, G. 


Goldstein: secretary, E. G. Coombs; financial secretary and 
treasurer. C. E. Rolland. 
R. E. Willard & Son, of Pittsfield, are displaying some 


brass scales which are attracting much attention, especially 
from relic and curio hunters. The balance is very old and 
has been traced back as far as 1843. It is of hammered brass 
and is still very sensitive, and denotes excellent workman- 
ship. The balance is displayed on a pedestal in front of the 
store and is highly prized by Mr. Willard. 

The Salem license muddle still continues, but despite this 
fact the Aldermen recently granted three more licenses. The 
Mayor has not yet signed any of the licenses, and it is doubt- 
ful if he does, for he has received the following opinion from 
the city solicitor, which he presented at the above Aldermanic 
meeting. The city solicitor says: ‘‘In the case under consid- 
eration the language of the statutes is uncertain, and there is 
room for much doubt whether the Board of Aldermen had 
authority to grant such licenses, While I am disposed, 
from these considerations, to think that the Aldermen had 
authority to grant these licenses, there is so much room for 
doubt that I think you would be justified, if you so determine, 
in refusing to sign the licenses until the validity is established 
by the courts.” 


STATE NEWS. 


Charles J. Countie, of Charles J. Countie & Co., Boston, 
“creators of the celebrated Magda Toilet Cream and allied 
preparations,” sailed for Europe on July 31. His main object 
is said to be to give the “ celebrated Magda Cream ” a London 
presentation. 


W. A. Brown, who for the last two years has been con- 
nected with the Worcester drug store of Henry L. Green, has 
been made business manager of Mr. Green’s Springfield estab- 
lishment. He has been in the employ of a number of large 
Boston firms, and was for some time with Jaynes & Co. 

F. M. Harris, Ph.G., Worcester, has sold his business to a 
corporation organized under the laws of this State. Bertram 
C. Cutter, president and treasurer; F. M. Harris and B. C. 
Cutter, directors. Mr. Cutter will have charge of the concern. 
Mr. Harris is to devote the most of his time to the Independent 
Pharmaceutical Co. 

The C. H. Adams Pharmacy, at 183 Washington avenue, 
Chelsea, has passed into the possession of M. D. Fisher, for- 
merly of 1759 Washington street, Boston, who is sending out 
very attractive announcements to the people of his vicinity 
announcing the change in ownership. The store has been thor- 
oughly renovated from cellar to ceiling, and is now one of the 
best appointed pharmacies in Chelsea. 


COMMITTEES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION. 


President Heinritz, of the M. S. P. A., has just appointed 
the following committees: On Legislation—W. W. Bartlet, 
Ph.G., Boston: William D. Wheeler, Ph.G., Boston; W. J. 
Bullock, New Bedford; J. J. Curran, Holyoke; F. A. Hubbard, 
Newton; on Trade Interests—J. G. Kilburn, Newton; J. Allen 
Rice, Milford; H. Heinritz, Holyoke; Henry D. Smith, Middle- 
boro; 8. A. D. Sheppard, Ph.G., Boston; on Papers and Queries 
—Prof. Chas. F. Nixon, Ph.G., Leominster; W. D. Wheeler, 
Ph.G., Boston; Max Crainer, Boston; Irving P. Gammon, 
Ph.G., Boston; Prof. Wilbur L. Scoville, Ph.G., Boston; on 
Membership—Dr. L. A. Lamson, Hopedale; Henry Adams, 
Springfield; Edwin J. Keyon, Medfield; on Adulteration and 
Sophistication—Prof. J. W. Baird, M.D., Boston; F. T. Drake, 
Ph.G., Stoneham; A. G. Guyer, Hyannis; E. F. Leonard, 


Springfield; H. R. Mason, Newton; on Congressional Legisla- 
tion—J. H. Manning, Pittsfield; J. F. Guerin, Worcester; F. 
A. Hubbard, Newton; W. D. Wheeler, Ph.G., Boston; W. C. 
Durkee, Ph.G., Boston; C. B. Emerson, Haverhill; S. A. D. 
Sheppard, Ph.G., Boston; A. K. Tilden, Boston; L. D. Drury, 
Ph.G., Boston; J. G. Kilburn, Newton; H. A. Estabrook, Fitch- 
burg; on Nomination for Board of Pharmacy—James J. Cur- 
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ran, Holyoke; Henry Adams, Springfield; J. G. Godding, Ph.G., 
Boston; Dr. L. A. Lamson, Hopedale; Harry A. Barnard, Marl- 
boro; on Local Organization—Edward H. Manning, Holyoke; 
J. G. Godding, Ph.G., Boston; J. F. Guerin, Worcester; J. W. 
Cooper, Plymouth; C. R. Hillberg, Brockton; James C. Brady, 
Fall River; H. A. Estabrook, Fitchburg; C. P. Flynn, Boston; 
Thos. B. Nichols, Salem; H. E. Hoebner, Lee; Henry D. Snaith, 
Middleboro; W. J. Bullock, New Bedford. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 


Phenacetin Case to Be Appealed—-Progressive Methods of the Retail 
Druggist—Efforts to Attract and Hold Trade. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, August 22.—A test case is to be made in the 
United States Court of Appeals in relation to the validity of 
the claim of certain firms who say they have the right to the 
exclusive sale of phenacetin in this country. This question 
has repeatedly been brought up before the local courts and 
heretofore the decision has always been in favor of the plain- 
tiffs. Recently the principal defendant in a case of this kind. 
C. D. Maurer, trading as C. D. Maurer & Sons, lost his suit, 
and as he was not satisfied he has taken out an appeal and is 
determined to push the matter until it can go no further. The 
lawyers for the defendant are of the opinion that the superior 
court will not sustain the lower one. 


AFTER CUSTOMERS IN HOLIDAY TIME. 


There is more “go” to the retail druggist at the present 
time than there used to be. Competition has broadened his 
ideas, and now all the leading stores do everything that is 
possible not only to attract customers but to hold their trade. 
It used to be that during the summer months many of the 
druggists, especially those having stores in the central section 
of the city, had practically no business then, as most of their 
customers had closed up their houses and moved away for the 
summer months. These customers were formerly lost sight of 
for three or four months, but now such is not the case, as the 
wide-awake druggist who watches after his customers’ likes 
and dislikes secures their address at their summer resort and 
in this way frequently keeps in touch with them and at the 


-same time caters to their wants. 


A well-known druggist in a section of the city in which the 
elite live said recently that there was very little difference be- 
tween the summer and winter prescription business, as he was 
in constant communication with customers whether they were 
at home or away, and he took special care to attend to their 
wants as promptly as possible whenever he received any 
orders by mail. ' 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 


W. J. Shaeffer, of Otis & Gaul streets, has returned from a 
trip to Lebanon, Pa. : 


W. H. IF. Vandegrift,‘of Bridesburg, is summering at Point 
Pleasant, N. J., where he owns a cottage. 


Robt. C. Brodie, the veteran druggist of Twentieth and 
Callowhill streets, has been courting old Neptune at Atlantic 
City. 

Joseph Stowe, of the Philadelphia Drug Co., is one of the 
leading bass singers in John Wanamaker’s celebrated Sunday 
school. 


James Buckman, the president of the Philadelphia Drug 
Co., is enjoying the cool weather in the mountains of New 
Hampshire. 


E. M. Boring has returned from a pleasant trip to York 
Furnace, Pa., where he has been renewing the friendships of 
his old comrades of the Cival War. 


Clayton E. Martin, of the Philadelphia Drug Co., has re- 
turned from his annual pilgrimage to Atlantic City, and says 
he enjoyed every minute of his visit. 


M. N. Kline, of Smith, Kline & French Company, left the 
city on August 8 for a short vacation. He will spend most of 
his spare time on the coast of Maine. 


Geo. W. Harris, of Twentieth and Christian streets, has 
temporarily thrown aside the excitement and care of business 
and is enjoying a well earned vacation. 


C. T. Gill has sold his store, Twenty-ninth and Diamond 
streets, to Farrow Brothers, who also own and operate the 
pharmacy at Twenty-ninth and Columbia avenue. 




















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
‘ILLINOIS. 


How One Druggist Rectifiid an Error—The Passing of an Old 
Springfield Landmark. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, Aug. 20.—One of our druggists, who prevents his 
identity from becoming known, almost caused a riot at St. Jo- 
seph, Mich., recently, by a mistake in a prescription. A customer, 
Siegfried Lazarus, who is a jeweler in the Masonic Temple, got 
a prescription for his wife filled and then caught a boat across 
the lake, en route to his summer home at Paw Paw, Mich. 
At the same time another customer had a liniment prepared. 
After Lazarus was well out on the lake it was found that he 
had been given the liniment. The chief of police at St. Joseph 
was immediately telephoned and telegraphed and was urged 
to flag Lazarus at all hazards. He did the job up brown, for 
when the steamer pulled in the entire town, apparently, was 
on the pier and every one was shouting “ Lazarus” at the 
top of his voice. Mr. Lazarus climbed on the pilot house and 
asked the captain what had broken loose in that neck of the 
woods. It seemed as if every peach farmer in Michigan 
wanted to hail him as a long lost brother. When the steamer 
got to the dock all made way for the chief of police, who 
rushed aboard. ‘‘ Have you got a warrant?” asked the jew- 
eler. The chief told him about the mistake and the package 
was opened. On the bottle was a skull and cross bones, and 
Lazarus threw it to the fishes. 


AN OLD SPRINGFIELD LANDMARK PASSES AWAY. 


The old Diller drug store at Springfield, Il., in which some 
of the most noted men of the last generation whittled and 
swapped yarns, has been sold recently, and as a result the 
old-timers are recalling the peculiar history of the little shop. 
The store was started in 1888 by Dr. William S. Wallace and 
Jonathan Roland Diller. In 1842 Wallace & Diller bought the 
frame building that had been in temporary use as a State 
House and moved it to Sixth street, opposited the remodeled 
Court House. There they remained in business until 1849, 
when the firm of Wallace & Diller was succeeded by Corneau 
& Diller, the Diller of the new firm, Roland W., being cousin 
to the first Diller. The choicest wits of the day made the 
store their loafing place. Among the constant visitors was 
Abraham f.incoln. Another contributor to the fund of good 
stories was Stephen A. Douglas, and there the two had many 
a debate in the good story line. Lincoln was not very well 
known then and he used to carry all the papers connected with 
his law cases in his tall hat. Some of Lincoln’s best stories 
were told, it is said, while he was strewing shavings on Wal- 
lace & Diller’s floor. Judge Stephen T. Logan, Lincoln’s law 
partner, used to sit in Lincotn’s favorite old chair whenever 
he got a chance and poke fun at his lengthy colleague. One 
day Judge Logan began to cut chunks out of the chair, and 
Mr. Diller told him there was a nice pine box in the yard that 
would make lots better material for whittling. The Judge 
took offense and left. A few days later he came back, bringing 
a piece of pine. ‘ Well, Rolla,’ he said, “I guess I’ve been a 
fool long enough. I’ve brought a piece of that pine box with me.” 
Judge Samuel H. Treat, Congressman William C. May, Secre- 
tary of State Thomas Campbell and Senator McDougall, who 
afterward became United States Senator from California, were 
among those who sat around the prescription counter. Such 
a notable gathering of wits and politicians was, of course, cer- 
tain to attract others, and almost all the well-known Lllinoisans 
of their day took a hand at whittling shingles. One of the 
star attractions was the ‘long nine,” to which Lincoln be- 
longed. This was composed of members of the General As- 
sembly, all of whom were six feet or more in height. Almost 
all. as they talked, kept their pipes going and filled the place 
with smoke. On August 10, 1889, Mr. Diller celebrated his 
golden anniversary, having been fifty years in business at the 
same stand. The sale of the store took place about a month 
ago, and the new owners, Hay & James, are preparing to re- 
model it. Old residents of Springfield are sorry that changes 
are to be made, for they hate to see the old landmark go. 
There is a curious tradition to the effect that the first Diller, 
who was an enthusiastic Democrat, prepared a unique cele- 
bration in 1848, when Thomas Harris beat Stephen T. Logan 
for Congress. Tradition says that the worthy druggist coated 
himself with phosphorus and went out at night to join in the 
jollification. In his enthusiasm, the truthful Springfielders 
say, he caught fire and would have been grilled alive had he 
not dived into a horse trough at the corner of the square. 
Respect for our elders must prevent any comment on this most 
remarkable occurrence. 
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THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION, 


Much interest is being manifested here in the plans for 
the approaching meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, which will take place in St. Louis during the week 
beginning September15. Arrangements are being perfected for 
a special train over the Chicago and Alton road, which road is. 
preparing to extend special courtesies to the Chicago con- 
tingent, who travel on their line. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 
Dr. Turner has sold his store at Wabash avenue and Forty- 
third street to William J. Maas. 


Ignatius Krzeminski has been succeeded by Charles P. 
sieraltowski at 1025 North Hoyne avenue. 


D. 8S. Sattler, who has a store at 89 South Center avenue 
and is a member of the Executive Board of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists’ Association, is receiving congratulations of his 
friends because of his recent marriage. 


The next annual course of the Illinois College of Pharmacy, 
Chicago, the school of pharmacy of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity, begins on September 23, so that it behooves the young 
man desirous of entering to get particulars and come to a 
conclusion. Address Oscar Oldberg, dean, No. 2421 Dearborn 
street, Chicago, for circular D. Mention this paper. 

Efforts are being made by Albert E. Ebert to secure special 
railroad rates to the convention of the American Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association at St. Louis. The convention begins September 
16 and it is expected that the railroads will make concessions 
before that time. Many Chicago druggists have indicated their 
intention of going. 

Peter Van Schaack, the wholesale druggist, has returned 
from a trip to Holland, during which he interviewed President 
Kruger and invited him, on behalf of the Holland Society, to 
come to Chicago. President Kruger said he could not come, 
and protested about the sales of American mules to the Eng- 
lish. He gave Mr. Van Schaack an autograph half-tone por- 
trait of himself. This was Mr. Van Schaack’s twelfth annual 
visit to Holland. 

The city of Minot, Ward County, North Dakota, is devel- 
oping fast. A recent issue of the local newspaper, “ The 
Minot Optic,” brings evidence of this in a notice of the en- 
largement of the City Drug Store, which is conducted by A. 
P. Slocum. During the past year Mr. Slocum has adorned his 
store with new solid oak fixtures and a complete set of solid 
plate ‘glass showcases, together with a new cabinet prescrip- 
tion case adorned with heavy plate mirrors and other orna- 
mental contrivances. <A $1,500 soda fountain, with Italian 
marble counters to match, figures prominently among the new 
store equipments. Mr. Slocum certainly has one of the best 
and most costly equipped drug establishments west of the 
Twin Cities. The store is a credit to Minot, as well as to its 
enterprising proprietor. 





NORTH CAROLINA. 


Prices Well Maintained Throughout the State—Some Cutting in the 
Larger Cities—How Norfolk Suffered—North Carolina Has One 
All-Night Drug Store—New Jobbing Houses. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Raleigh, Aug. 21.—-North Carolina has quite a number 
of large towns, with from 8,000 to 25,000 population, but no 
large cities, hence the cut-rate evil has not reached here yet. 
Prices are maintained everywhere. ‘I'wo or three years ago 
some cutting was done in Goldsboro and Asheville by local 
druggists, but they found it didn’t pay. The drug business in 
Norfolk and nearby towns has been almost ruined by cutting 
methods. 

There is possibly one exception to the above—Whiteville, a 
small town. I notice that one druggist there is advertising 25 
cent articles at 15 cents; 50 cent articles at 25 cents, ete. Per- 
haps this is merely a bit of philanthropy, or the druggist has 
read of the heroic struggles Mr. Carnegie is making to die 
poor and has decidet to emulate the latter. Carnegie may 
fail, but the druggist who continues cutting for a reasonable 
length of time will certainly die moderately poor. 

Raleigh has an all-night drug store, the only one in the 
State. The doors of the Bobbitt-Wynne Drug Co. have not 
been closed in more than two years. W. S. Martin, who has 
been night pharmacist at this store for some months, has re- 
turned to’ Hickory. He is succeeded by E. S. Pearsall, of 
Greensboro. 
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OHIO. 


Thirty-two students matriculated during the recent session 
of the Department of Pharmacy at the University of North 
Carolina. The students stand very high in the Board of Phar- 
macy examinations. 

Two weeks ago I reported six jobbing drug houses in the 
State. Two have since come into existence—both at Greens- 
boro. The Fremont Drug Co., G. D. Best, president, Dr. G. W. 
Lewis, secretary, is said to be a substantial concern. The 
Holton-Hilms Drug Co. has a capital of $100,000. 


NORTH STATE NEWS ITEMS. 

A. S. MeGeachy, Raleigh, has assigned. The stock of 
drugs, etc., will be sold in a few days. 

W. I. Taylor, of Wilmington, has accepted a position with 
the Richmond Co. Drug Co., Rockingham. 

Ernest Fitzgerald, of Sapona, is at home for a vacation 
period from a Baltimore school of pharmacy. 

Zeb Griffith, Thomasville, has secured a position with Chas. 
Thomas, a hustling young druggist in that town. 

The Richmond County Drug Co. has notified the Secretary 
of State that the capital stock has been reduced from $10,000 
to $7,735. 

Will J. Hamer, with Burwell & Dunn Co., Charlotte, is 
spending time at his home in Lexington, trying to regain his 
health. 

J. L. Ramsey, of the Bobbitt Drug Co., Raleigh, has left 
town for a vacation in the mountains of Western North 
Carolina. 

Everett Betts. of Raleigh, has been in the drug business at 
Bayonne, N. J., for a year, but has returned here and is again 
with Jas. I. Johnson. 

Whitehead & Arrington, who opened a new drug store at 
Rocky Mount a few months ago, are getting a fair share of 
business in that growing town. 

Melville Dorsey, of Henderson, and Adolphus Yearby, of 
Durham, popular druggists in their respective towns, attended 
a game of baseball here in Raleigh last week. : 

W. L. Poweil, cashier of the Bank of Littleton, died there 
a few days ago after a short illness. He was interested in 
the drug firm of McClenahan & Powell, at Norfolk, Va. 

IF’. W. Parker, senior pharmacist in the store of Jas. I. John- 
son, of this city, underwent a painful and dangerous surgical 
operation a few weeks ago. He is now able to return te work. 

H. R. Clark, formerly manager of the Keysville Phar- 
macy, Keysville, Va., has accepted a position as traveling 
salesman for the A. J. Conner Co., of Boston, Mass., and left 
on August 15 for his new field of work. 

On June 30 the Asheville Tasteless Quinine Company, a 
branch of the Paris Medicine Company, of St. Louis, was 
closed in Asheville, where it had been located for several 
years, and the transfer of the business was made to the West- 
ern headquarters. 

A serious accident occurred at Dunn on the Gth inst. in 
the explosion of a soda fountain tank belonging to Hood & 
Grantham, druggists. D. R. Shaw and a colored boy were 
charging the tank, and, it is supposed, permitted an over- 
charge, owing to a defect in the indicator, when the entire top 
of the tank was blown off and hurled through the side of the 
small house near the drug store in which the tank was kept. 
One of the colored boy’s legs was severely mangled, and will 
probably have to be amputated. Mr. Shaw also received se- 
vere bruises, though his injuries are not serious. 


R. 


— 





“Strike” in a Drug Store. 

Indianapolis, August 10.—J. D. Pearson, the “ cut-rate drug- 
gist” of this city, has been living a strenuous life for two 
days, on account of his four clerks, who walked out Tuesday 
noon, when he refused to raise wages. The store was full 
of customers and Pearson and his colored porter were left to 
take care of them. Pearson got up on a nerve cure box and 
made a speech, exhorting his patrons to have patience. He 
sent out for help and buckled in. He and the boy worked un- 
til 9 o’clock without resting or eating. By Thursday morning 
he had three clerks. Pearson says the clerks “ hinted,” Sat- 
urday, that the work was too heavy. Tuesday they marched 
up to him and asked what he was going to do. He said he 
was thinking of hiring another clerk, whereupon, Pearson 
says, they said they would not work with a new man—that 
they wanted a raise. 

Pearson says he pays more than any other druggist in town, 
and his hours are from 7 a. m. to 9 p. m., while other stores 
run from 7 a. m. to 10 p. m., and his men get an average of 
every other night off. 


Cincinnati to Have a New Physcians’ Supplies House—Incorporators 
Are Well Known Bus'‘ness Men—News and Notes of the Trade. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, Ohio, August 20, 1901.—The Queen City of the 
West is to iiave one of the largest chemical laboratories in 
the country. It is to be built by the Physicians’ Medicine 
Supply Company, which was incorporated the other day at 
Columbus ‘The capital stock of the new concern‘is $25,000. 
The new conipany is composed of prominent business men of 
this city, who are as follows: N. Paul Fenner, Jr.; F. C. Waltz, 
Irank M. Foster, D. T. Fenner and Dwight S. Marfield. Paul 
Fenner, who is well and favorably known here, is the pro- 
moter of the company, which will make a special line of 
chemicals. All the young men interested in this latest ven- 
ture of interest to druggists and physicians are well-known 
citizens and bright men of affairs. The consensus of opinion 
is that the company will prosper from the start, as similar 
concerls are Coing well in Columbus and elsewhere through- 
out the country. The new concern expects to erect a four- 
story brick building at the start, and additions may be built 
as they are needed. Architects are now drawing plans for 
ihe building. and those interested in the company are search- 
ing for a suitable building site. Paul Fenner is particularly 
well known on account of his connection with local Republi- 
can politics. He was prominent for a long time in the Young 
Men’s Stamina Republican League and held a _ responsible 
position in the Cincinnati Water Works office recently after 
the reform movement had succeeded here. Prior to that he 
had been a bookkeeper in the West End. Dwight S. Marfield 
was for years «a minister of the gospel. He gave up the clergy 
in order to take up a commercial life and this venture is the 
first intimation that his many friends have had of what his 
choice is. As a preacher he was extremely popular in Avon- 
dale, where he held a most prominent pastorate. The other 
young men whose hames are used as incorporators are equally 
well known and their host of friends will wish them success 
in the venture. 


HEARD HERE AND THERE, 
George W. SfSylius and his charming wife are at Atlantic 
City. 
Gehrung & Albrecht have purchased Freeman’s Pharmacy 
in Glenville. 


Green & Co. have opened a new drug store at Evanston, one 
of the Queen City’s thriving suburbs. 


Fred. Schlenker, the popular Elmwood place druggist, has 
returned from a fishing trip to Kentucky. 

Burglars broke into Tompkins’ drug store at Norwood a few 
nights ago, but did not secure much money. 


N. Ashley Lloyd, the’ popular wholesale druggist, is at 
Virginia Beach with his wife and children. 

Frank L. Smith, superintendent of the Spurlock-Neal Co. of 
Nashville, Tenn., is visiting friends in this city and vicinity. 

H. H. Grothaus, of Court and Cutter Streets, who has been 
seriously ill for*some time, is able to be at his store again. 

Morris Mayer, the well-known pharmacist, of Linwood, 
left yesterday fo1 the Pan-American Exposition at Buffalo. 


W. (. Orr, the widely known wholesale druggist of Colum- 
bus, has been chosen to act as secretary of the Democratic 
State Committee. 


Homer L. Sayre, who clerks for Alfred De Lang at Fourth 
and Broadway, was married the other day to Miss Nellie 
Crotty, a local belle. 


Burglars entered the residence of Druggist George Eger 
at $25 Layton Street the other night and carried away valu- 
able jewelry and money. 


Col. E. J. Scott, the popular pharmacist of Nashville, Tenn., 
was in the city the other day accompanied by his wife. They 
were en route to the Buffalo Exposition. 


The iong established pharmacy of H. H. Koenken & Co., 
at Park Avenue and McMillan Street, Walnut Hills, has been 
sold at auction. Joe Lammert formerly owned the place. 


Fred. Harper, for years one of the most prominent drug- 
gists in Southern Indiana, died the other day at his home in 
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Madison. ile was 78 years of age and a prominent Odd Fellow 
and Mason. 


A. F. May, of Cleveland, with his wife and children, sailed 
last month for Europe to be gone two years. Letters inform- 
ing friends of their safe arrival and general good health have 
been received. 

B. Franklin Buchanan, the clever pharmacist of Rising Sun, 
Ind., has centered the literary field, and a book under the title 
* Bogus Hollow” is his first effort. It is said to be a most 
creditable work. 


Roberti Groenland, of the progressive firm of Robert Groen- 
land & Company, who own drug stores at Fifth and Central 
Avenues and Sixth and Elm Streets, is spending his vacation 
at buffalo anc vicinity. 

W. L. Ritter, formerly in business in this city, has re- 
turned from Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Ritter was engaged in the 
drug trace in the Tennessee metropolis, but prefers to reside 
in this city in the future. 

Dr. Lasance, of Liberty and Central Avenues, has sold his 
store to Oscar Hoffman, of Wade and Baymiller Streets. Mr. 
Hoftmau expects to conduct both stores and will refit and 
renovate them in first class style. 

A. D. Wells, the pharmacist at Fourth and Central Av- 
enies, has the sympathy of his many friends over the re- 
cent death of his eleven year old son. The child was the light 
and sunshine of its parents’ home. 

B. J. Pardick, the popular druggist at 1535 Linn Street, is 
eatching fish with a party of friends at Lake St. Clair. After 
indulging in the piscatorial pastime the group of sports will 
go to the Pan-American Exposition at Buffalo. 

he lakes and Buffalo are catching many of the tourists 
who are going away to spend the heated term. Among the 
pharmacists who lately have been away are C. A. Apmeyer, 
of Vine and Corry Streets, and F. J. Boss, of Hartwell. 

A peculiar thing happened at the recent meeting of the 
IKXentucky State Pharmaceutical Association. J. W. Gayle and 
A. A. Dimmitt, two clever druggists, presented papers under 
the same title, “Good Buying.” Neither knew of the other’s 
action. 

Julius Stephen, the clever druggist at 1768 MeMillan 
Street, Walnut Hills, is taking a respite from business and 
will spend his yaeation quietly on a farm in Kentucky. John 
H. Keoniz, of 2175 Central Avenue, is visiting the lakes and 
the hig show at Buffalo. ‘ 

H. S. Kendrick, one of the medal students at the Cincin- 
nati College of Pharmacy this year, has purchased the drug 
‘store of Louis Dehmal at the corner of Wayne and Wyoming 
Avenues, Lockland. The young man was a bright student 
and will uo doubt prosper. 

Among the leading druggists who attended the Ohio State 
Pharmaceutical Association meeting at Dayton were noticed 
a. De Lang, John Weyer, Julius Greyer, Ed. Voss, William 
Kneemeuller, Ralph Friberg and F. Kutchback. Several of 
these pharmacists were accompanied to the Gem City by their 
Wives. 





Annual Meeting of the Michigan Board. 


The Michigan Board of Pharmacy held its annual meeting at 
Star Island June 17 and 18. There were 92 applicants present 
for examination. Thirty-four applicants received registered 
pharmacist papers and 24 received assistant papers. Following 
is a list of those receiving certificates: Registered Pharmacists— 
P. M. Bennett, F. M. Leslie, H. E. Brunner, Anthony Loeher, C. 
C. Chapin, E. J. Mansfield, Geo. N. Cox, F. V. Masilko, W. J. 
Cook, Carl F. Mayer, M. F. Conway, C. W. Parker, Ed. N. Cote, 
Wm. A. Rose, Jr., E. D. De La Maler, M. J. Ryan, T. H. Disos- 
way, G. G. Stillwell, R. C. Eaton, H. J. Sanford, H. H. Eatongh, 
F. E. Tompkins, B. P. Edmunds, 8. M. Wesoloski, Wm. Frank, 
D. L. Watson, C. J. Gelemins, W. D. Whitehead, H. T. Hen- 
nesey, R. A. Woodward, E. 8. Hanenstine, A. L. Weeks, Edw. 
Harrison, Parke Whitmore. Assistant Pharmacists—H. L. 
Becker, Jr., Othmer Lyons, Bertley B. Mann, W. J. Braidwood, 
D. J. MeDornold, Mary L. Brown, Wm. Michaels, R. T. Col- 
grove, Archy Peasley, E. W. Pollard, C. H. Dawson, BE. A. 
Ryan, F. G. Farrall, G. H. Trestain, W. T. Fowley, Marie Von 
Borries, F. E. Hutchins, 8. R. Von Lellen, 8. F. Hart, A. A. 
Wheeler L. J. Janacesk, C. H. Warner, J. J. Kelley, Alf. G. 
Walker. 

L. E. Reynolds was the only absent member of the board. 
All the officers were re-elected, as follows: President, A. C. 
Schumacher, Ann Arbor; secretary, Henry Heim, Saginaw, and 
treasurer, W. A. Doty, Detroit. The next meeting will be held 
at Marquette on August 28 and 29. 


MISSOURI. 


Jobbers Make Concessioas on Terms to Local Druggists—Arrange- 
ments for an Elaborate Entertainment for A. Ph. A, 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


St. Louis, August 14.—Each druggist in the city received the 
following circular letter from the local jobbers on the first of 
the month, which has caused considerable comment: 

A’*committee of retail druggists has requested us to 
make the following changes in the rules laid down in 
our circular letter of June 29, and as we wish to obtain 
the expression of the trade before making any changes, 
we kindly ask you to write to your jobber advising 
whether such changes meet with your approval. They 
are as follows: 

First: The jobbers to allow the return of containers 
that are clean and in good condition for credit on a 
basis of 20 per cent. less than prices charged for same, 
and that the retailers agree to accept from jobbers 
containers so returned at full prices when filling orders 
thereafter. 

Second: That the jobbers allow the former cash dis- 
count of 1% per cent. on accounts paid before the 10th 
of the month following date of purchases, and in con- 
sideration of same that the deliveries by jobbers be 
reduced to one per week, but, realizing that more are 
needed, we change their request to two per week. 

The letter was signed by the Meyer Bros. Drug Co., the 
Moffit-West Drug Co., and the J. S. Merrell Drug Co. 


WHAT THE RETAIL TRADE SAYS 

Nearly all the druggists have replied to this letter. They 
all agree that the 1% per cent. discount is none too much and 
would be very acceptable. A great many of them consider 
that the proposition in regard to the returning of containers 
is still unfair. With but very few exceptions the druggists 
do not consider two deliveries per week sufficient to meet 
their needs. A few small druggists, who are located far out 
from the center of town, have seldom required the jobber to 
make more than one or two deliveries per week. However, 
the majority of them feel that they could not get along with 
only two deliveries per week. Some of the druggists are talk- 
ing about buying as much as possible in the eastern markets. 
The committee referred to in the jobbers’ letter did not make 
these requests in the name of any organization, but, as one 
of the members said, it was a suggestion made by themselves 
personally. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE A. PH A MEETING 

here next month are being pushed right along night and day. 
A few features of the entertainment have been definitely de- 
cided upon by the local committee, details of which are given 
in another column. 


CITY JOTTINGS. 


Miss Mary May Layton, daughter of Thomas Layton, was 
married recently to William M. Martin. The well deserved 
personal popularity of Mr. Layton makes the marriage one 
of interest to many druggists throughout the United States. 

Judge & Dolph have moved their store from Seventh and 
Locust Streets to 616 Locust. They have purchased a build- 
ing site at 515 Olive Street and are tearing away, getting 
ready to erect a three-story building, to be used exclusively as 
a drug store. 





Obituary Notes. 


Dr. Charles Mohr, for many years a member of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association and a frequent contributor 
of papers on the subjects of botany and materia medica, died 
at Asheville, N. C., on July 17. He joined the American 
Pharmaceutical Association in 1871, and severed his connec- 
tion with it in 1897, when his health commenced to fail him. 
He served on several committees with credit and distinction. 
His former place of residence was Mobile, Ala. 


Thomas H. Larkin, of the firm of Larkin & Scheffer, man- 
ufacturing chemists, died July 29, at his home, 2539 Laclede 
avenue, St. Louis, of blood poisoning, caused by a malignant 
carbuncle. Mr. Larkin was a prominent figure in the drug 
trade, and, besides being a member of the firm of Larkin & 
Scheffer, he was secretary-treasurer of the National Ammonia 
Co., of St. Louis, anu a prominent member of the St. Louis 
Olub. He was a bachelor and 52 years of age, and his whole 
life was spent in St. Louis, with the exception of a few years 
at the Pennsylvania Military Academy at Chester, Pa. 
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THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD 


Notes of the Travelers Caught on the Fly. 




















J. L. RaMSEY. 


Secretary and traveling representative of the Bobbitt Drug Co., 
taleigh, N. C. 


New York City Notes. 


W. W. Creswell, of San Antonio, Texas, who represents 
Lehn & Fink in that State, was the guest of Albert Plaut at 
the Drug Club a few days ago. 

Charles E. Keith, the Massachusetts representative of Sea- 
bury & Johnson, is spending his vacation with his family at 
Norwalk, Conn., with an occasional run down to the metropolis 
to see if the trolleys are still well patronized. 

L. W. De Zeller, of Seabury & Johnson’s local forces, after 
two weeks spent at Amagansett, L. L., is again back among 
his friends. The pictures he conjures up of golf parties, boat- 
ing, fishing and quiet strolls by moonlight have a tendency to 
make the retail trade very jealous. An affidavit, however, 
goes with every story. 

Grant J. Woolston, who sees to it that the druggists of 
Connecticut and Long Island are always well supplied with 
Seabury & Johnson’s goods, is on a vacation at the Pan- 
American. He will visit the old homestead at Cortland, N. 
Y., before resuming his labors. 

W. W. Creswell, the Texas representative of Lehn & Fink, 
was in New York City recently on a short vacation, but has re- 
turned to the Southwest. 

Wellington Bond, the Maryland and Virginia representative 
of Lehn & Fink, was in town last week. 

Buffalo.—It is the regular custom for the visiting drug 
salesman to stop a few days at the Pan-American Exposition 
while making his rounds of the Buffalo trade. F. H. Estelle, 
salesman for John Wyeth & Bro., came to Buffalo early in the 
month, then departed for his home in Rochester and brought 
his entire family to the exposition. 

E. M. Willsey, representative of the Albany Chemical Com- 
pany, is also doing the exposition along with his regular busi- 
ness. He has a brother in Buffalo, se it was social as well as 
otherwise pleasant to bring his daughter to the fair. 

H. J. Fernald is in Buffalo looking after the interests of the 
Century Perfume Company of New York. As usual, he tries to 
spend his spare time in his old home at Moravia, N, Y. 

William R. Warner & Co. as usual send to the Buffalo field 
their trusty salesman, P. R. Lance, who is now due with his 
long list of manufactures for which the house is famous. 


When we want to be “* brushed up” we sometimes wait for 
W. R. McMillan, the representative of MciXesson & Robbins, 


in that department. He arrived August 1 and did the usual 
good business. 


Arthur C. Stallman. who sells goods for the New York firm 
of Stallman & Fulton, is not so well known to the drug trade of 
Buffalo as he will he soon, for he began August in the interest 
of the firm with us. 


Wayte A. Raymond, on the road as usual selling brushes 
and like goods for Alfred H. Smith, closed July and began 
August in Buffalo and enjoyed his usual good trade. 


E. C. Stanley, who does not appear to be with us quite often 
enough yet to be known as one of the regulars, is in Buffalo 
selling spices, seeds. extracts and essences for the New York 
house of D. R. James & Brother. 


A. J. Philips, who covers the Southern territory for the 
Welch Grape Juice Co., of Westfield, N. Y., came North last 
week, and visited the Pan-American Exposition, and his com- 
pany’s plant at Westfield, N. Y. Mr. Philips is well known to 
the drug trade of the territory east of the Mississippi and 
south of the Ohio to the Atlantic Coast. 


Thomas G. Carpenter, for twelve years a traveling repre- 
sentative of the Schneider & Irving Drug Co., has resigned. 
He has been engaged in a similar capacity by John L. Thomp- 
son, Sons & Co. 


Boston.—P. R. Lance was in town recently. He looked 
comfortable, despite the warm weather, and met with his usual 
success for W. R. Warner & Co. 


Mr. Dewey was calling on the trade a few days ago. He 
was talking the specialties of Johnson and Johnson and did a 
good business. 


The reliable Rudolph Wirth has been around to his custom- 
ers again in the interest of E. Fougera & Co., of New York. 


I. M. Session represents Fraser & Co., the tablet triturate 
manufacturers. He visited this city last week and carried 
away a bundle of orders. 


G. C. Prescott, of Somerville, who was at one time in the 
employ of the Jaynes Drug Co., of Boston, has been missing 
from his home several days. 


Chicago.—A. R. Thayer, who was Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co.'s representative in Eastern Michigan, died about July 20 
at his home in Saginaw. He had Bright’s disease, but was con- 
fined te the house only about ten days... Mr. Thayer was one of 
the veteran traveling men of Eastern Michigan and was well 
liked. He traveled many years for Williams, Davis, Brooks 
& Co., of Detroit. 


Fred. M. Burroughs, Iowa man for Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co., has just returned from a trip to Atlantic’ City with his 
wife and family. C. F. Yates, Wisconsim man for the same 
firm, has gone ta Fish Creek, Wis., to rusticate. 


Mr. Ferguson, of Ferguson & Co., Philadelphia, was in Chi- 
cago recently on a trip through the northern country. 


Joseph P. Plummer, superintendent of Morrisson, Plummer 
& Co., has resigned and has gone te Dixon, Ill... where he is as- 
sociated with the Watsen-Plummer Shoe Co., a new concern 
that is manufacturing shoes. Mr. Plummer was formerly su- 
perintendent of the Henderson Shoe Company at Dixon. When 
he left his recent position the employes of Morrisson, Plummer 
& Co. presented him with a handsome china cabinet and sev- 
eral pieces of cut glass. 


A. J. Seguin, who travels out of Hance Bros. & White's 
Chicago office, has just finished a vacation at Windsor Park, 
Chicago, aad has left for his territory in the West. Move- 
ments of other members of this office follow: C. F. Moore is on 
a vacation trip, C. A. Barnett is on a visit to Mackinaw, N. I. 
Balkam has just got back from his vacation outing, W. M. 
Schroeder has returned from the West and has gone East on 
an extended trip, J. H. Odbert, manager, has returned from 
the Pan-American Exposition and several resorts; F. E. Perry 
is spending a vacation in the vicinity of Chicago. 


H. N. Stem and C. B. Whilden, of Wm. R. Warner & Co.’s 
Chicago office, are in the city. W. K. Sutliff, representing the 
same firm, has gone to New York. 


St. Louis.—Frank L. E. Gauss, the popular manager of the 
Searle & Herreth local office, has returned from his annual va- 
cation, spent near Omaha, Neb. He reports a very enjoyable 
time. In company with sixteen friends, he spent the time 
camping out on a large ranch near that city. 


The stork called at the home of L. A. Fisher this week. Mr. 
Fisher is one of the city representatives of Eli, Lilly & Co. 
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She Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, August 24, 1901. 
HE volume of business in the several departments of 
drugs and chemicals has been rather limited during 
the period under review. A continued fair inquiry is re- 
ported by the jobbing trade, but importers complain of a 
disposition among large buyers to limit transactions to 
temporary requirements, and the movement of stock gen- 
erally has been light. Prices continue even on most lines, 
only a few changes of special importance having taken 
place. The feature of the period was an unexpected de- 
cline in the price of domestic quinine, which is attributed 
to continued heavy bark shipments and a lessened demand 
for the alkaloid. The agents of foreign makers promptly 
met the reduction, and all brands are now quoted on a uni- 
form basis. Camphor values have again declined, domestic 
refiners reducing quotations I cent a pound,and the market 
is easy at the decline. Numerous other changes are to be 
noted, but the majority are of minor importance. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Menthol, Quinine, 
Thymol, Camphor, 
Nux vomica, Opium, 
Serpentaria root, Ergot, 

Senega root, Western, Saffrol, 
Bay rum, Acetanilid, 
Oil of spearmint. Naphthalin, 


Ipecac root, 
Chlorate of potash, 
Manna, small flake, 
Cocaine muriate. 


DRUGS. 


Acetanilid is weaker and manufacturers’ agents are offering 
at a reduction of 2c per Ib., the revised quotation being 19c to 
2ic, as to quantity. The decline in price is attributed to sharp 
competition among manufacturers. 


Aleohol has been active for consumptive purposes, and 
prices are steadily maintained at the recent advance to $2.51 
to $2.58, as to quantity, less the usual rebate for cash in ten 
days. 


Arnica flowers are jobbing quite actively and values are 
sustained on the basis of 914c to 11c, foreign markets ruling 
very firm. 

Balsams.—Copaiba continues in moderate jobbing demand 
and previous prices are well maintained. Canada fir is held 
with more firmness, in view of limited offerings from the coun- 
try and prevauing uncertainty as to the conditions of supplies 
there; sales have been made during the interval at $2.70 to 
$2.80. Tolu continues quiet and quotations are more or less 
nominal at 27¢c to 29c. Peru is a shade firmer, but sales are 
making at the previous range of $1.35 to $1.40. 


Barks.—Cascara sagrada is the chief feature of interest in 
this department. ‘nere is a good demand for shipment from 
the Pacific Coast, but buyers’ views are below those of holders 
and business is rather at a standstill. Stocks are light and 
there is consequently no urgency to realize on the part of 
holders, who are looking for higher prices. Uther leading 
varieties of bark are selling fairly in a jobbing way at un- 
changed prices. 


Buchu leaves are jobbing quite actively and the stock ap- 
pears to be unuer good control, holders of short having ad- 
vanced their inside figure to 28c. Long is practically out of 
market and 75¢c is named for the limited quantity available. 


Cantharides remain quiet, with offerings of stock at 60c to 
65¢ for Russian and 52c to 55c for Chinese, as to quality and 
quantity. 


Cassia buds are not inquired for to any extent and the 
market is without animation, though values are maintained 
at 23¢c to 24c, as to quality. 


Chamomile flowers continue in fair jobbing request, with 
sales at the quoted range of 21c to 23c for Roman, 23c to 25c 
for new German and 15c to 16c for Hungarian. 


Coca leaves are maintained in good position under the in- 
fluence of strong advices from primary sources, and holders 
offer sparingly at the range of 25c to 26c for Truxillo and 25c¢ 
to 26c for Huanuco. 


Cocaine muriate was reduced 50c per oz. on the 22d inst. 
by leading manufacturers, this big cut in price being attributed 
to the operations of an independent manufacturer, who has 
been offering to sell at a material concession from the figures 
quoted by other manufacturers for some time past. The re- 
vised range is $5.50 to $5.70 for bulk. 


Colocynth apples show no change from recent quotations. 
The demand is only moderate, but there is no pressure to 
realize. 


Cubeb berries are held about as before. Only small lots 
are inquired for, for which 12%4c to 14¢ and 15c to 18¢ are paid 
for whole and ground, respectively. 


Cuttlefish bone is in good, seasonable inquiry, with holders 


- quoting on the basis of 20c to 21¢ for prime Trieste, 80¢ to 85e 


for jewelers’ large and 40c to 42¢ for small. 


Ergot is weaker in tone, owing to the unsettled state of the 
foreign market, and quotations have been generally reduced 
to the basis of 43c to 45c for German and 48c to 50c for Span- 
ish. 

Lactucarium is again in better supply owing to recent ar- 
iivals of German, but the season’s yield is reported small and 
holders ask $6.50. 

Manna attracts only limited attention, and quotations on 
small flake have receded to 57c to 60c; quotations on large 
tlake and sorts are unchanged. 

Menthol is scarce and firmer, and the inside spot quotation 
has been advanced to $4.50. 

Morphine has sold well during the interval and some trans- 
actions were, it is intimated, made at a shade under our quo- 
tations, competition among holders being somewhat keen at 
the moment. 

Naphthalin is taken rather indifferently by consumers, and 
while quotations for balls are unchanged, manufacturers an- 
nounce a cut in flake to 2.60¢e. 

Nux vomica is scarce and in demand and recent sales were 
at 2%4c. Conflicting reports regarding this year’s crop, some 
reporting it to be a failure, have served to strengthen the views 
of holders. 

Opium continues on the down grade. The tone of the mar- 
ket is easy and importers appear rather freer in their offerings, 
though there is no actual pressure to sell and holders appear 
to be standing their ground at only a fractional decline from 
our last quotation. While some in the trade are looking for 
an improvement in prices, it is believed by others that present 
prices are fully as high as the statistical situation warrants. 
Single cases are held at $3.17%4 to $3.20, while jobbing lots 
offer at $3.20 to $3.2214. 

Quinine continues weak and depressed. At the bark sales 
in London on the 20th inst. the average price paid was a 
fraction under the unit value at the previous sale, but the de- 
cline hardly affected this market and jobbing sales were fair- 
ly numerous. While 28 cents is generally quoted for Java, it 
is intimated in some quarters that a bid of 27c would not be 
turned down. American and foreign manufacturers quote 
uniformly on the basis of 30c to 32c, but the quotation for 
German in second hands is 29¢ to 30c. 

Sugar of milk will be advanced 1c per lb. on September 1, 
and dealers meanwhile offer sparingly at 12c to 18¢ for pow- 
dered. 

Thymol is under better control and the tone of the market 
continues firm with a further advance in price, nothing now 
offering under $4.50. 

Vanilla beans are in fairly active demand with the sales at 
$8.00 to $18.50 for whole Mexican, $7.50 to $8.50 for cut, $4.50 
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to $7.50 for Bourbon, and $1.60 to $2.00 for Tahiti, as to quan- 


tity. 
CHEMICALS. 


Alum is selling freely from the hands of manufacturers and 
current quotations are well maintained, the sales being at 
$1.75 to $1.90 for lump, $1.85 to $2.00 for ground, and $3.00 to 
$4.00 for powdered. 


Arsenic is not quotably lower, though the market is easy 
in tone, due to the absence of demand, powdered white being 
barely steady at 314c to 4c, as to brand and quantity; red con- 
tinues held and selling at 7c to 74c. 

Bleaching powder is selling less actively in a jobbing way, 
though the distribution into channels of consumption on con- 
tract orders continues of average proportions. Quotations for 
the various grades remain the same as for some weeks past, 
leading English brands being held at 2c to 2c, and Continental 
1°4c to 2c. 

Boric acid is maintained steadily at manufacturers’ prices, 
or say 10%4c to 114%c for crystals, and 1144¢ to 11%c for pow- 
dered. 


Carbolic acid is meeting with a moderate inquiry and sell- 
ing at 23c to 24c for crystals in bulk and 28c to 29¢c in Ib. bot- 
tles, as to quantity. 


Chlorate potash is weak and unsettled in the absence of 
demand and our quotations are fractionally lower. 


Citric acid is maintained at 37c to 3714c for domestic, though 
the demand at the moment does not exceed jobbing propor- 
tions. 

Cream tartar is without important variation. Powdered 
is seliing fairly in a jobbing way at manufacturers’ quotations, 
or say 20 cents. 


Mercurials are in moderate demand and firm at manufac- 
turers’ quotations, or say 41c to 42c for blue pill, 86c to 88c 
for calomel, 77¢c to 79¢c for corrosive sublimate, 46c to 47c for 
ointment, 14, 37¢ to 38c for 1-3, 96c to 98ce for red precipitate, 
and $1.01 to $1.02 for white. 


Nitrate of silver is jobbing fairly at the range of 39\4c to 
4le. 


Nitrate of soda is nominally unchanged at $1.9214 to $1.95, 
but the market is weak and unsettled owing to slackened de- 
mand and more plentiful supplies. 


Quicksilver is in good demand and firm at 66%4c tu_67c. 


Tartaric acid continues in good seasonable demand, with 
the sales at manufacturers’ quotations, or say 29c to 2914c, as 
to quantity. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is unchanged from $1.25 to $1.27, but the demand con- 
tinues light, only small jobbing sales being reported. 


Cedar is higher owing to scarcity, 70c to 85c being now 
named as to quality and quantity. 


Clove shows no change from 55c to 5714c, but the market 
appears firm at this range. 

Cubeb is in moderate demand and firm at $1.15 to $1.20. 

Pennyroyal, new crop, is arriving, but the market is ex- 
tremely dull, though holders show no disposition to urge sales 
by price concessions and $1.30 to $1.35 is generally named. 

Peppermint continues to harden in value and H. G. H. is 
held at the extreme range of $1.65 to $1.75 and Western in 
tins $1.35 to $1.45, with holders offering with some reserve 
at these figures. 

Sassafras is firmer and spot quotations have been advanced 
to 40c to 41c for natural. Quotations for artificial are un- 
changed at 30c to 31c. 

Saffrol is dull, with the market easy at a reduction to 40c. 
to 42c. for drums and cans respectively. 

Wormwood continues in small supply, while a steady, mod- 
erate demand is experienced and holders have advanced their 
quotations to $5.25 to $5.50. 


GUMS. 


Camphor has been further reduced by American refiners, 
who now quote 5744c to 58c for bbls. and cases respectively. 
The uncertain position of the crude gum in foreign markets 
is referred to as the prime factor in the unsettled position of 
the article here. : 

There are no new or interesting features in other varieties 
of druggists’ gums, and prices generally are as last quoted. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


ROOTS, 


Colchicum remains quiet, but the market is steady in tone 
with 8c to 8c asked. 


Gentian is reported firmer in the foreign markets, but 
prices here are as yet unaffected, recent sales being at 4c to 
4y,c, as to quantity. 


Golden seal continues to improve and 58¢c is now quoted 
inside. 

Senega is scarce and quotations for prime Western have 
been advanced to 39c to 40c. Quotations for Southern are 
nominally unchanged at 45c to 46c and the market is steady in 
tone. 

Serpentaria is inquired for, but the available supply is 
limited and the tendency of value upward, with 44c to 45c now 
quoted. 

SEEDS. 

Canary has sold freely during the interval, the transactions 
in Smyrna being at 2,.10c, while 2%%c to 2%c is the popular 
quotation. Caraway is easier under the influence of favorable 
crop reports, and sales are making at 544c for Dutch. 

Coriander is meeting with a good seasonable demand, with 
large sales of bleached at 334¢ to 4c; natural held at 3c to 3\4e. 

Hemp is quiet but firm at 2%c to 3c for Russian. 

Mustard of the several varieties is held as before with job- 
bing sales. 





Welch Grape Juice. 


The Welch Grape Juice Co. 
report the busiest season 
in their history, the de- 
mand for Welch’s Grape 
Juice being constantly on 
the increase. Those drug- 
gists who have visited the 
Pan-American Exposition 
can readily understand 
why Grape Juice is be- 
coming one of the most 
popular beverages. Welch’s 
Grape Juice has the Grape 
Juice concession at the 
Pan-American, and five 
booths dispense large quan- 
tities of the delicious drink. 

Saturday, August 3, 10,000 Pan-American visitors drank 

Welch’s Grape Juice. People are going home with the Welch 

Grape Juice habit and nothing but Welch’s appears to satisfy it. 


The Popularity of 





The Bright’s Kidney Beans Co. 


The Bright’s Chemical Company, of Little Falls, N. Y., of 
which John Hurley, the well-known pharmacist of that place, 
was the founder, has been succeeded by a new corporation, 
of which Mr. Hurley is the principal director. The new cor- _ 
poration is called the Bright’s Kidney Bean Company, of Lit- 
tle Falls. It is capitalized at $250,000, and the names of the 
directors follow: John Hurley, G. D. Smith, D. J. Williams, 
W. H. White, E. H. Kingsbury, R. D. Fuller, G. J. O’Connor 
and E. 8S. Van Valkenburg, Little Falls; T. H. Jameson, 
Rochester; E. C. Hard, Buffalo; A. H. Berry, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.; C. M. Vaughn, Chicago; Samuel Alston, Ilion, N. Y. 





A Handy Book on Soda Water Syrups. 


There has just been issued by the American Soda Fountain 
Co., 278 Congress street, Boston, manufacturers of Tufts 
soda fountains, a very handy and valuable volume of formulas 
for the soda fountain, a copy of which should be in the hands 
of every pharmacist. It can be had free of charge by apply- 
ing to the company at 278 Congress street, Boston, and men- 
tioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 





A Dispensing Requisite. 

A neat bottle cap is a sine qua non at the prescription 
counters, and the “ Baronet” caps sold by Lehn & Fink, of 
New York, seem to fulfill all the requirements that can reason- 
ably be expected. The colors are fast and do not stain the 
fingers, and they are cheaper than the imported. Write them 
for sample, men.ioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 











